
 Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way  
and opened the scriptures to us? 

[Luke 24:32] 
 
 
Every one of us should be ardens, “burning on fire.” Our Society is wholly contemplative and 
active. Contemplation is used to ignite you with the Holy Spirit. I would like to say, 
contemplation is like pouring oil into a lamp so that it burns and shines. Without it the lamp will 
go out, and the light, the ardere will cease. Therefore, the most important thing is prayer and 
contemplation.… 

The second point is lucere, the radiance that gives light. Luceat lux vestra coram hominibus, “Let 
your light shine before all.” Yes, you are called to shine, to show the world the light and to shine 
yourselves. 

 [Jordan Talks, 1899/06/23] 
 

 
This I desire: 
that love's flaming fire 
for God be poured out in me 
so lavishly 

that a torrent of love 
shatter and shake 
my heart until it break 
thereof. 

[“Desire,” Mother Mary, 1856] 
 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• What was the source of Jordan’s “fire,” his passion? What about Mother Mary? 

• What is the source of my fire and passion as an individual? As a Salvatorian? 

• How are we called to be light for others?  How can we inflame others for mission? 

 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
1. Spiritual Diary II/1-2 (see, Preface of Charter of the Salvatorian Family) 

2. “Toward a Wholistic Salvatorian Spirituality: Knowing the One True God and Jesus Christ,” 
II., B. “Hearts on Fire,” by Sr. Carol Thresher, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, 
Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Two, 14-18. 

URNING HEARTS 
O Lord, I wish I could always burn ardently for love of You and inflame 
everyone. May I be a burning fire, Oh God, and a flaming torch! 

[Spiritual Diary III/20] 

ABCs of Salvatorian Life 


