
 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
[Matthew 28:19-20] 

 
 
Therefore, at this solemn moment let me firmly impress upon you the need to become true 
disciples of Christ. Carry Christ, manifested in you, over the ocean, over the seas, into the dark 
abyss of paganism, so that light may shine on that poor forsaken wasteland. Therefore, today I 
give you a cross—the sign of constant union with that same crucified Christ whom you must 
preach; a cross to which as his imitators, followers and disciples you should be crucified. Don’t 
let yourselves be deceived by the appearances of the world. Don’t believe that you will lead 
souls to heaven in any other way than Jesus, the Eternal Wisdom. Therefore, if you want to lead 
immortal souls to heaven, you too must walk this divine path. Be followers and disciples of the 
Crucified. Carry him in your hearts. Manifest him in all your thoughts, works, and actions so that 
it is no longer you who work, but Christ in you. And whenever you look at the cross remember 
that you preach the Crucified and that you must expressly oppose the principles of this sad 
world. If you don’t, you too will be snatched away. Above all, therefore, be permeated with the 
spirit of the Crucified and success will not elude you. 

[“Sending the Missionaries to Assam,” Jordan Talks, 1891/12/25] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• Fr. Jordan equates discipleship with the Crucified Lord and the Cross.  How would I 

articulate this attitude in contemporary terminology? 
• Fr. Jordan referred to the missions as a “dark abyss of paganism” and a “poor forsaken 

wasteland” in this talk.  If he were addressing us today, where would he point out darkness?  
What elements of our culture would he describe as a “wasteland?” 

• How do I live out the command to “make disciples” among the people I encounter? 
 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 

1. “The Foundational Vision of Father Jordan:  Bringing the Vision to Life in the 
International Salvatorian Family,” by Sr. Terezinha Fontana de Araújo, SDS, in 
Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Four, 209-220. 

2. “Fr. Jordan’s Original Insight:  All Catholic Christians Should Be Apostles in the 
World,” by Fr. Arno Boesing, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, 
and Spirituality, Vol. Five, 53-61. 

ISCIPLESHIP 
Be followers and disciples of the Crucified.  Carry him in your hearts. 

[Jordan Talks, 1891/12/25] 
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