
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, 

 as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world,  
to be holy and without blemish before him. 

[Ephesians 1:3-4] 
 
 
How little attention we pay to this truth: we must be holy. In his great mercy the Divine Savior 
has called us to be conformed to his image; he called us to be like him as much as possible: to be 
holy. He has called us so that already here [on earth], through holiness, our work everywhere 
may be accompanied by blessings, happiness and salvation, and one day we may enjoy the glory 
of the saints in heaven. You are called to be holy. Your task, your duty – the most sacred duty of 
your state in life – is to strive for holiness. What an exalted and holy vocation! Everything has 
been arranged with a view to making you saints – the highest vocation you can have in heaven or 
on earth. Let us never forget these thoughts, this calling, this admonition, this duty. 

[Jordan Talks, 1894/04/20] 
 
11. In our meditation and contemplation on the Word of God in light of our reality and in the 

celebration of the Sacraments, we integrate our prayer and action. In so doing, we strive to 
live our call to holiness and encourage others to do the same. 

[Charter of the Salvatorian Family] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• “Holiness” for Jordan is closely connected to prayer and imitation of Jesus. How are we as 

Salvatorians called to be holy and to grow in holiness? 

• Jordan also identifies “holiness” as faithfulness to the rule of  the community, much like 
“holiness” in scripture is frequently connected to observance of the law (see Leviticus). How 
is the interior quality of holiness related to our choices and actions? 

• Why is personal holiness so essential for Salvatorians in our ministry? 
 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
1. Jordan Talks, 1894/04/20. 

2. “Salvatorian Spirituality: A Vast and All Embracing Concept,” by Fr. Arno Boesing, SDS, in 
Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Five, 33-52. 

 

OLINESS 
I call you to this… strive with renewed zeal as true Salvatorians for your own 
[growth in] holiness and for the good of your neighbor. 

[Fr. Jordan’s letter to the Sisters, December 30, 1907] 

ABCs of Salvatorian Life 


