
Now this is Eternal Life, that they should know you, the only true God,  
and the one you sent, Jesus Christ. 

[John 17:3] 
 
 
 
 
As Emperor Constantine advanced against Maxentius, he saw a sign in the heavens together with 
the words:  In hoc signo vinces.  “In this sign you will conquer.”  This sign was the cross.  In this 
sign you also will conquer nations and hell itself!  With the cross, the Divine Savior preceded us.  
As a child he embraced the cross.  His whole life was the cross.  His goal was the cross!  He 
clung to it until, under the most dreadful sufferings, he finally surrendered his spirit into the 
hands of his heavenly Father.  Thus he defeated the world!  You too will be victorious through 
the cross and suffering!  Yes, you will have to endure much.  Don’t expect anything else!  I tell 
you, the greater your sufferings the greater will be your success!  To the degree the apostolic 
man [or woman] suffers, to that degree he [or she] achieves the salvation of souls!  God’s work 
flourishes only in the shadow of the cross.  Through work, effort, sweat, yes maybe even through 
shedding your blood, you must rescue souls! 

[Jordan Talks, 1890/01/17] 
 
 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• Fr. Jordan quotes John 17:3 in his Spiritual Diary.  What does it mean to “know” Jesus 

Christ?  How do I show in my life that this knowledge occurs in the shadow of the cross? 

• Nineteenth Century devotion placed an emphasis on suffering.  What is a 21st Century way to 
express the previous paragraphs regarding following Jesus’ call to “Take up the cross?” 

 
 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
“Salvatorian Retreat – Phase One:  Christ our Savior, Motivating Force of Our Salvatorian Life,” 
by Fr. Arno Boesing, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, 
Vol. Five, 63-108. 
 

ESUS CHRIST 
Far be it from me to glory save in the cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

[Spiritual Diary I/71] 

ABCs of Salvatorian Life 


