
 We have been praying for you unceasingly and asking that you may attain  
full knowledge of his will through perfect wisdom and spiritual insight.   

Then you will lead a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way.   
You will multiply good works of every sort and grow in the knowledge of God. 

[Colossians 1:9-10] 
 
 
The purpose of the Apostolic Teaching Society is to spread, defend, and strengthen the Catholic 
faith everywhere, as far as this is entrusted to it by Divine Providence.  Therefore, through the 
exercise of the teaching office of the Church both by word and writing, it intends to achieve this: 
that every person come to a fuller knowledge of the only true God and of Jesus Christ, whom he 
has sent. 

[“Rule of the First Degree of the Apostolic Teaching Society,” 1882, found in  
Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Seven.] 

 
Jordan and many of his contemporaries were concerned about the large number of Catholics who 
had left the Church during the ferment in the wake of rationalism and the Enlightenment.  His 
desire to be a priest grew in part from the realization that so many people were deprived of 
knowing the true God.  He wanted to help save them and to fire others with his enthusiasm. 

[Bending in Season, by Sr. Margaret Shekleton, SDS, 6-7] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• ‘Knowing God’ and ‘eternal life’ are closely linked in many of Jordan’s writings, how do I 

understand this linkage? 
• How has my faith encouraged me to a better understanding of my knowing God? 
• How does today’s world encourage or discourage a personal knowing of God? 

• How do I understand the relationship between “knowing God” and “making God known”? 
 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
1. “Toward a Wholistic Salvatorian Spirituality: Knowing the One True God and Jesus Christ,” 

by Sr. Carol Thresher, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and 
Spirituality, Vol. Two, 3-24. 

2. “Courage for the Salvatorian Vision: Proclaiming the Savior,” Fifth Conference “Towards a 
Salvatorian Christology,” by Fr. Peter van Meijl, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian 
History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. One, 95-107. 

 

NOWING GOD 
Of course, the holy rule says, the apostolate doesn’t exclude spreading the 
divine word by all possible ways and means in order to make God known to 
everyone. 

[Jordan Talks, 1897/10/01] 
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