
I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me and I in them will bear much 
fruit… I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy might be complete. 

[John 15:5,11] 
 
 
Even though people have always fought and suffered for the Church, in our days when lack of 
faith is so flagrant, it is especially necessary and important that you grasp and take to heart the 
lofty mission God gave you. After all, God has called you to enter the church… like a new army, 
to work with all your strength for the holy Catholic Church and to fight. You will accomplish 
this if you cling firmly to Christ. 

[Jordan Talks, 1901/10/04] 
 
7. We nurture our love for the Church and work within it with a prophetic awareness as 

witnesses of the Gospel. Convinced as Francis Jordan and Mother Mary were of the vocation 
of all the baptized to be a living force in the Church and for a just world, we form and 
support leaders in the work of evangelization.  

 [Charter of the Salvatorian Family] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• How is my love for the Church expressed? 

• How has my love for the Church been impacted by events such as Vatican II, the sex abuse 
scandal, social teachings on environment, the economy, peace, etc.? 

• What are some sufferings connected with Salvatorians’ love of the Church? 

• Is there any way that Jordan’s description of Salvatorians as a “new army” still speaks to our 
insertion in the Church? 

• In what ways do the Salvatorian charism and mission gift the church we love today? 

• How has Salvatorians’ love for the church been fruitful in supporting leaders for her? 
 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
“Our Salvatorian Mission,” by Fr. Arno Boesing, SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, 
Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Five, 1-32. 
 

OVE OF THE CHURCH 
Oh! If I only could / do some little good / for the Church, for its mission field - 
… and loving serve you, my Savior Lord! 

[“Urgent Request,” by Mother Mary, 1875] 
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