
 It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in mortals.  
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes. 

[Psalm 118:8-9] 
 
 
Father Francis of the Cross bequeaths to his spiritual sons [and daughters] in the Society, living 
now and in the future, this his last will. 
1.  As a lasting inheritance foster trust in Divine Providence. It will always care for you like a 

loving mother.… 
3.  Put all your hope and trust in God alone, He will fight for you like a mighty hero. 

[“Last Will and Testament,” by Father Jordan. See, Spiritual Diary,  
New English Language Edition, 2011, 346-7.] 

 
What a beautiful inheritance, what great “essence” has Jordan given us in this unshakable trust in 
Divine Providence. It gives us freedom of movement, helps us be available for the apostolate, 
eliminates all kinds of fear, gives us strength to face dangers, encourages Salvatorian 
universality, gives security in the insecure world where we live, changes relationships among 
people, permits us to rediscover God as our provident and loving Father, and also enables us to 
rediscover ourselves as brothers and sisters. 

[“Some ‘Essences’ of our Salvatorian Perfume,” by Fr. Mario Agudelo Roldán, SDS, in  
Salvatorian Key Elements, Part 3, 30-31.] 

 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• For Jordan, trust in God was most important in times of great trial and difficulty [see Jordan 

Talks, 1894/04/27]. How do I deal with difficulties and challenges in life, and what does “trust 
in Divine Providence” mean to me in this context? 

• Jordan often attributed particular events to Divine Providence, such as an anonymous 
donation making his trip to America possible [see Jordan Talks, 1896/07/03]. What examples 
of Divine Providence can I identify in my life? 

• How does trust in Divine Providence influence my decisions in life and my ministry as a 
Salvatorian? How do I experience the “freedom of movement” identified by Mario Agudelo? 

 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
1. “Trust in Divine Providence: A Creative Ferment,” Third Conference, by Fr. Peter van Meijl, 

SDS, in Contributions on Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. One, 13-24. 
2. See Father Jordan’s Pact with God, Spiritual Diary I/202-204. 
 

RUST IN DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
Work courageously at making progress in doing good, and put your whole 
trust in God who is our helper, our support, our advocate and our all. 

[Fr. Jordan’s letter to the Sisters, April 19, 1906] 

ABCs of Salvatorian Life 


