
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit 
 that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. 

[John 15:16] 
 
 

Let us try to fathom ever more deeply the mission of the Society and our calling.  Let us 
humble ourselves and invoke help from above, that God’s spirit may fill us, that his spirit may 
animate us!  Ah, how happy, how happy, a thousand times happy you are when you follow your 
vocation!  You can search from morning to night, year after year, and you will never find a more 
beautiful calling!  Ah, how dreadful you would feel in eternity if you didn’t follow your 
vocation, when you saw how you could have shone like stars in perpetua aeternitates,  “for ever 
and ever.”  Be really loyal, solid, holy, zealous members of the Society.  The Society will 
triumph; God will help it to victory! 

All should desire to live with a holy outlook.  No one will persevere who doesn’t strive 
after the spirit of the holy rule; eliminate unhappiness and dissonant elements!  If you could 
appreciate your vocation, you would gladly die a thousand, thousand times for it!  How very 
differently from us would others have lived out this vocation if they had been called by God to 
enter the Society!  So let us not fail to study, meditate on the mission and the rules of the Society, 
and whatever concerns each individual. 

We don’t want to serve the Lord or to carry out our duty sadly, but with joyful hearts!  If 
we are happy in our mission and in our choices, then even if temptations come we are happy!  
Our vocation is like the sun that shines through the night. 

[Jordan Talks, 1897/10/01] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• How do I feel about my own vocation?  What image do I think I project to others regarding 

my vocation? 

• How do I communicate to interested men and women the rich and tremendous gift that is a 
vocation to the Salvatorian Family? 

 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
1. “Yearning,” by Mother Mary, 1875. 

2. “In the Footsteps of the Apostles,” by Sr. Miriam Cerletty, SDS, Contributions on 
Salvatorian History, Charism, and Spirituality, Vol. Four, 71-94. 

 

OCATION 
How I wish, therefore, that each one, toiling according to his [or her] ability, 
would fulfill his [or her] vocation in every way possible. 

[Jordan Talks, 1898/03/11] 

ABCs of Salvatorian Life 


