
 
 
 
 
 

 Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; anticipate one another in showing honor. Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer. 
[Romans 12:9-12] 

 
 
At this time, beloved in Christ, I urge you most earnestly to be deeply filled with genuine 
apostolic spirit and zeal and to strive as far as possible to become like our Divine Exemplar.… 
Indeed, there shall be no limits set to your apostolic zeal by me. Pray and work. The Lord will 
surely show you the way. Ascend to heaven, descend into hell, and you will have the answer. Oh, 
how great is the field for labor everywhere! 

[Fr. Jordan’s letter to Mother Mary, January 11, 1885] 
 

One thing, only one, I still desire: 
Would that I could serve or go 
or do something for the missions - 
something very special, entirely so! 

Who implanted this zeal in me? 
Who gave me this deep urge? 
Is it not from God my Savior . . . 
meant to return to and in him converge? 

[“Yearning,” by Mother Mary, 1875] 
 
 

Reflection Starters 
 
• Apostolic zeal connotes a sense of urgency and immediacy, as well as passion. Jordan 

encourages himself and others to be zealous in prayer, teaching, ministry, and charity—in 
practically every aspect of Salvatorian life. How does my life and ministry as a Salvatorian 
reflect this kind of apostolic zeal? 

• For Jordan, “zeal” most often refers to “zeal for souls”—his deep desire to bring as many 
people as possible to salvation through knowledge of God and Jesus. What does “zeal for 
souls” mean to me? How does it fit with our sense of universal mission and ministry in the 
twenty-first century? 

• Jordan warns against unchecked zeal: “Zeal without wisdom wreaks havoc” [Jordan Talks, 
1894/05/11]. In what ways can zeal be both constructive and destructive? How do I develop a 
true zeal, which is “resourceful, active, persevering, patient; [uniting] gentleness and 
strength” [Spiritual Diary III/23]? 

 
 

For further reading and reflection, please refer to: 
 
Jordan Talks, 1898/04/29. 
 

EAL 
Let your zeal always proceed from the love of God, according to His will, and 
let it be ordered by prudence, constancy and justice. 

[Spiritual Diary I/137] 
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