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June 20-24, 2005

by S. Terezinha Fontana de Araújo, SDS 

Introduction

My acceptance to the invitation to come to the National Assembly of 
Salvatorians in the USA was based on a commitment to collaboration 
among the Units of the Americas. We as an international family are striving 
together to bring Fr. Jordan’s dream to birth in various ways.
I would like to start my reflection on “How can we bring Father Jordan’s 
vision to life” with the “story of Rose,” for what it suggests of determination, 
ideal and enthusiasm for life, because I consider these attitudes fundamental 
to any Salvatorian all over the world who is committed to bringing Jordan’s 
vision to life.

On the first day of classes at the University, the professor 
introduced himself and asked the students to look around 
and go to classmates they did not know yet, and greet 
each other. A young man was looking around when he 
felt a gentle touch on his shoulder. He looked back and 
saw the smiling and bright face of an old woman who said 
to him, “Hi, handsome young man, my name is Rose, I am 
87. May I give you a hug?”
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The young man, laughing, answered, “Of course, yes!” 
And she gave him a very warm hug. Then, he asked 
her, “Why are you at the university at such a young 
and innocent age?” Laughing, she answered, “I am here 
because I want to find a rich husband, get married, have 
about eight children, then retire and travel a lot.”
The young man was curious to know what would be the 
motivation of that lady to face such a challenge at that age. 
Rose explained to him that she always wanted to have a 
university degree, but it was not possible to do it before. 
The two became very good friends. Every day of the next 
three months, after classes, the two friends talked for 
hours. The young man was fascinated with “that machine 
of the time” that shared her wisdom and her experience 
of life.
During the first year, Rose became very popular at the 
university. She made friends wherever she went. She 
loved to dress well and was delighted with the attention 
she received from everybody. She enjoyed everything, 
very much! At the end of the semester, she was invited 
to give a speech at the football banquet of the university. 
On that occasion she gave a message to all the students 
that was unforgettable. As soon as her name was called, 
she went up to the podium, and when she started speaking 
what she had prepared beforehand, all the papers where 
she had her notes fell on the floor. Frustrated and a bit 
ashamed, she bent over the microphone and simply said:
“Excuse me for being so nervous. I did not drink beer 
because it is Lent, and this whisky is killing me. Now I 
will no longer be able to put my notes in order, so I ask 
you to allow me just to say what I know.
We don’t stop playing because we become old, but we 
become old because we stop playing. There are four 
secrets that keep a person young, happy and successful: 
(1) We have to laugh and keep a good humor everyday. 
(2) We have to have an ideal. When we lose sight of our 
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ideal, we start dying. There are many persons walking 
around who are dead and don’t know it.”
She cleared her throat and continued: “(3) There is a vast 
difference between becoming old and becoming mature. 
If you are nineteen and stay in bed for one year, doing 
nothing, producing nothing meaningful, you will become 
a person of twenty years of age. If I am 87 and spend one 
year in bed, doing nothing, I will turn 88. We all can turn 
old. It does not require any talent or ability for that. What 
is important is to mature, to always find an opportunity 
for change.”
Rose continued, saying: “(4) I do not regret anything of 
what I did. Old people usually do not regret what they did, 
but what they did not do. The only ones who fear death 
are those who have remorse.”
Rose finished her studies. A week after her graduation, 
she died peacefully in her sleep. More than two thousand 
students were at her funeral to render tribute to that 
marvelous woman who taught them by her example that 
it is never too late to change, to become all that a person 
can be in his/her fullness.

For me, this story reflects some of the ideas that I would like to share with 
you today: Any Salvatorian, from any part of the world, has to live with 
passion, with enthusiasm for his/her vocation—the Founder’s charism and 
mission, a gift of the Spirit to the Church and to the world today. There 
is no limit of age, no limit of time, no limit imposed by social conditions 
or convenience to live Fr. Jordan’s vision in its fullness. Our Salvatorian 
ideal keeps us alive and motivates us to continue our journey in fidelity to 
our Founder’s dream.

Father Jordan’s Vision Today 

I was asked to reflect, from my perspective, as a former generalate 
member as well as a member of Brazil/S. Paulo Province, on “what I see 
as the founding vision of Father Jordan today,” and “how I have seen the 
Salvatorian world trying to bring his vision to birth.”
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My experience in contact with the Salvatorian world is that there is 
an overall freshness in re-discovering and searching to bring Jordan’s 
dream to birth in many ways. Some parts of the world are more dynamic 
and creative, and some are more fearful and slow. In several countries 
the development of Lay Salvatorians is flourishing. To me, involving 
lay persons in the Salvatorian Family is one of the greatest insights of 
Father Jordan. I can speak from our experience in Brazil about how much 
their presence has brought freshness and dynamism into our Salvatorian 
Family. It seems that the laity came to be a way of challenging Salvatorian 
religious life. There are still some religious members who are not yet 
fully convinced about the value of sharing the charism and mission 
with the laity. As we have diminished in religious members, we have 
rediscovered the great gift of having the energy and enthusiasm of the 
Lay Salvatorians who are thrilled with Jordan’s insights for the church 
and society.
Much has been written on this topic and in many different languages; 
much has been reflected on and discussed as to how Fr. Jordan envisioned 
the Salvatorian mission and charism for society and for the Church of his 
time. Looking at the world today, we see that his vision is very pertinent 
and alive. If we pay attention and listen to the voice of the world today, we 
can hear Jordan’s words as a challenge and a response: “Salvation to all, 
to all, O Lord!” It is fundamental that we transfer and adapt his vision to 
the needs of salvation for all in the world today.
Observing the various cultures, I see that we Salvatorians need to improve 
our capacity for listening and feeling the voices of the world crying out 
for salvation at any level. I also see that Salvatorians need to develop 
a more critical awareness of the reality that surrounds us in order to be 
more courageous as prophets. In many circumstances I have observed that 
Salvatorians feel comfortable with themselves, with their lifestyle, with 
their routine of apostolic activities.
If we Salvatorians really want to embrace Jordan’s vision with passion, 
adapting his vision to today’s needs, we are urged to be detached from 
attitudes of self-pity, from attitudes of persons who already live and know 
all about Salvatorian charism, mission, spirituality and do not need to 
make changes in their lives.
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In the dialogue between Jesus and the rich young man, in the Gospel 
of Mt. 19:16, Jesus tells him what he needs to do in order to possess 
eternal life. The rich young man said to Jesus that he already kept all the 
commandments. Yet, he seemed not to feel satisfied with his religious 
routine. And Jesus goes on to say, If you want to be perfect go and sell 
what you have and give the money to the poor and you will have a treasure 
in heaven. Then the gospel says that he went away sad for he was a man 
of great wealth. To embrace Jordan’s vision is to be open to sell all that 
keeps us secure, all that maintains us in a comfortable life. To embrace the 
Salvatorian vision is to be ready to let go of our attachments, our ideas, 
prejudices and lack of inclusivity. To embrace Jordan’s vision is to have 
the courage to risk! In other words, it is to allow ourselves to be engaged 
in a permanent process of conversion.

How do I see Father Jordan’s vision today?
a) To answer the cry of the world for salvation:  Salvatorians from the 
North or the South are urged today to respond to the cry of the world with 
another cry of protest, indignation, concrete action for justice, as a way 
of bringing salvation to those who lack fullness of life. Our mission is to 
respond to the cry of our brothers and sisters in any part of the world who 
are longing to know God’s message of salvation. Why so many meditation 
centers, be it Catholic or not, today? Why so many new sects and religious 
expressions? Why are so many people looking for ways and means of 
being in touch with the “spiritual dimension?” There is a deep thirst for 
fullness of life; in other words, there is a deep thirst for God.
b) To raise our voices through commitment to social justice: Isaiah, 
the prophet, challenges us to shout loud, against all that profanes and 
demeans people’s lives, by saying: Shout, raise your voice like a trumpet 
(Is. 58:1).
If Salvatorians from any corner of the world want to be prophets today, 
they have to raise their voices loud and clear against all that goes against 
human dignity and human rights. We can raise our voices in many ways, 
including silent demonstrations of solidarity, which can be a loud shout 
against injustices and arbitrary decisions (e.g., when people stand in silence 
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in front of the government houses of the world, protesting in silence against 
unjust decisions such as war, euthanasia, death penalty, etc.)
Looking at ourselves, Salvatorian men and women of the entire world, we 
see how many value we have, how meaningful our presence is in many 
ways and in a variety of apostolic fields. We see that our charism is unique 
and says much for today’s world! Yet there is an important area in which 
we need to be more courageous, more incisive and more radical. We still 
seem to be weak regarding commitment to social justice. In general, our 
involvement is fragile, fearful, isolated. It seems some of us Salvatorians 
are afraid of the consequences of standing up for the cause of justice. 
It has consequences, implications that in many circumstances lead to a 
threatening of our very life.
There are Salvatorians all over the world playing important roles in 
leadership for social justice, but they are few, considering the great 
majority of our brothers and sisters in various cultures being excluded 
from the right to take part in the banquet of life. To hold back, to keep 
quiet, to remain unaware of what is going on near or far, means to betray 
our vocation as Christians and as Salvatorians.
All of you probably have seen what happened in Brazil this year, with S. 
Dorothy Slang, of the Congregation of Notre Dame de Namour, a North 
American naturalized Brazilian. She worked with poor landless people, in 
Pará, in the north of Brazil, in the Amazon region, for 33 years, and because 
she did not keep quiet and spoke out in defense of voiceless people, she 
was brutally murdered. Her goal was to advocate and to help poor landless 
people to have a piece of land. In that early morning when her murderers 
came to kill her, she tried to dialogue with them using her only weapon: 
the Scriptures. Moments before she was murdered, S. Dorothy read the 
beatitudes to them. Her death was a powerful moment that shook religious 
life, and challenged us to wake up to a more prophetic and radical life in 
defense of the poor. In our province, the event of S. Dorothy’s death has 
challenged us to engage ourselves in the project for evangelization of the 
Amazônia in the States of Rondônia, Mato Grosso, Amazonas.
Even if Liberation Theology were silenced, in Latin America it is still the 
way of making the message of salvation a reality, such as in Brazil and 
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any other country made poor by those who hold power, who concentrate in 
their hands, resources and opportunities. Brazil is not poor; Brazil has the 
most unjust distribution of the wealth of the world. If Brazil would share 
its resources and wealth justly there would be no poor. But such a theology 
has to be reinterpreted, because now the political situation has changed 
since the days of military repression, when Liberation Theology was the 
right channel to speak about God who wants fullness of life for all.
c) To be a living presence outside the Church, outside the temples: 
In many places all over the world, Catholics are leaving the church. 
Thousands of brothers and sisters are leaving the Catholic Church every 
day because of a lack of a pastoral attitude in the hierarchical church. In 
Brazil in the last 15 years, over 16 million people have left the Catholic 
Church. As I look at such a reality, I think of Fr. Jordan who was also very 
concerned with all those who were leaving the church in his time. If he 
would live, today his concern would be the same.
The Prophet Ezekiel saw that God left the temple. The ark flew from the 
temple into the midst of the exiled people. God prefers to be among his 
people. And Jeremiah himself did not leave his people, who were suffering 
in exile. He remained among them, too. In this scripture passage we see 
God flying into the midst of the people, leaving the temple. What was 
going on in the temple that made God leave it?
The Salvatorian mission is to extend the Kingdom of God beyond the limits 
of the Church. Jordan’s vision adapted for today’s world is to reach out to 
those brothers and sisters who are living in the midst of the Kingdom of 
God, but who are not in the temples. To live Jordan’s vision is to perceive 
the presence of God who is already among the exiled people of today. It 
is to join our Savior in this journey and walk side by side with the great 
number of people of God who are not within the temples, and with people 
who are longing to take part in the sacraments but are excluded by the 
Church, for any reason. This is also a portion of the exiled people of our 
time who have a special place in God’s heart.
In Jesus’ dialogue with the Samaritan woman, he said to her: Believe me, 
woman, the hour is coming when we will worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. But the hour is here already—when the 
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true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind 
of worshipers the Father wants (Jn 4:22-23).
Wouldn’t this be the time for us Salvatorians from the Southern and 
Northern hemispheres, to also leave the temples by setting aside what 
stagnates our religion, our relationships, our family and community life, 
our vows and/or commitment, our way of living? We must allow the 
Spirit, the Ruah, to bring in fresh air and new life; we must allow her to act 
freely among us, calling us forth to go to meet people who are waiting for 
salvation, but who are not in the churches, who are not in the temples, yet 
they are God’s beloved ones. 
Wouldn’t this be one of the most challenging ways of being faithful to 
Jordan’s vision today? Wouldn’t this be the time to worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, away from temples that enclose the Spirit? On one 
occasion, a collaborator of one SDS Institution in Hasselt, Belgium, said 
to us: Salvatorians must go out to meet youth, young adults and adults 
who are not in the churches; to those who do not go to church, because, he 
said, those who are in the churches do not need to hear the message; but 
those who are out of the temples, are the ones who really need to hear the 
message of Salvation.
d) Jordan’s vision today is to go down to the streets of the world: 
Go down to the street, and walk naked and barefoot, Yahweh said (Is. 
20). For three years, the prophet Isaiah walked naked and barefoot in the 
streets of Jerusalem following Yahweh’s mandate to him. This symbolic 
language expresses a hard reality that challenged him, and us today, to be 
in touch with the suffering world, and we are to be in solidarity to give a 
response.
We are challenged to go down to the streets of our suffering world, to 
encounter the exiled people of our societies. And who are they? Women 
and children, victims of sexual abuse, all the victims of human trafficking, 
migrants who walk around in our cities, searching for opportunities of 
a better life, being discriminated against, left out, exploited, humiliated, 
going from country to country only because they want a dignified life.
People who are left out are waiting for us Salvatorians, down in the streets 
of the world and we have to go to them “naked and barefoot” free from 
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our prejudices, fears, and selfishness. Perhaps we have met them many 
times in our journeys, perhaps we have seen them in the news on TV and 
in newspapers. Perhaps we avoid relating to them because they question 
our life style. Maybe we don’t see them, because we are too busy inside 
our temples, our churches, with our beautiful prayer services, our nice 
liturgies, our inspirational homilies. This is our time to get down to the 
streets, disarmed, unprotected—just naked and barefoot, as a prophetic 
cry! This is the right time to divest ourselves of all that prevents us from 
being in touch with the living temples of the Spirit of God who are profaned 
everyday, everywhere in many ways.
Let us go down to the streets of the world and have a quick look at the living 
temples of God, our brothers and sisters from all parts of the world:

• There are still 1.1 billion people in the world who survive with less 
than one dollar per day.

• Daily throughout the world, 30,000 poor children die from hunger.
• 900 million people, a seventh of the world population, suffer from 

some sort of discrimination: ethnic, social and/or religious.
• 170 million people live floating in immigration.
• 44 percent of the Latin American population live in miserable 

Barrios.
• Africa continues bleeding, between being ignored and exploited.
• There are countries condemned to die out (wars, diseases, poverty, 

exploitation).
Salvatorians are challenged to fly, as God the Savior did, to new places, to 
new frontiers of mission where our presence is urgently needed. We should 
be where the church is not present, there where the message of salvation 
does not reach. If it is not possible to be there because of circumstances 
and personal condition, at least we should live in solidarity, in communion 
with the disadvantaged brothers and sisters spread through the world, the 
exiled people of today.
e) Jordan’s vision is to live a spirituality that comes from the ground 
of life—a contemplative spirituality: A spirituality that moves from 
“bottom to top” has to nurture our lives, which is enlightened by Ex. 3:7-9 
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where God comes down because He hears the cry of His people. It is a God 
of compassion, who in Jesus, becomes our universal brother, “emptying” 
himself, coming down to us (kénosis). Only through contemplation of the 
reality, stepping barefoot on the ground of daily life, will we be able to 
hear the cry of people today and announce, with our lives, God’s salvation 
to all.
SDS spirituality has to step on the ground, has to be contemplative of 
life, has to have open eyes and open ears to the signs of the times. We 
have to contemplate persons with their hopes, anxieties, pain and joy and 
bring them to our apostolic prayer as Fr. Jordan admonishes us to pray 
apostolically!
It is possible to reach such a spirituality only if there will be no geographic, 
psychological, cultural, and even spiritual barriers, when universal love is 
placed above all.

An Example of Contemplative Way of the Poor

In S. Paulo, Brazil, a beggar, an old man called Serapião, lived in the 
streets with his dog. Serapião found the dog very sick, abandoned and 
dirty. He adopted it and gave him the name of Malhado. They became 
good friends, and they took care of one another. While Serapião slept, 
Malhado watched him and took care that nobody disturbed him or stole 
his belongings. On the other hand, while Malhado slept, Serapião used to 
do the same, taking care that other dogs wouldn’t approach it to disturb it. 
They really loved one another.
One day at lunch time, Serapião in the company of Malhado, came to a 
house begging for something to eat. He said, “We are hungry!” Serapião 
was given a hot dog. So, they sat together, happily, to eat. Serapião took 
the sausage from the bread and gave it to Malhado. Both of them enjoyed 
the meal. 
The person who gave the food asked Serapião: “Why did you give the 
sausage to Malhado?” He could not understand why Serapião did that.
“Well,” he answered, “The best part to the best friend.”
With the poor we learn to contemplate the generous love of God that gives 
the best part to those He/She loves: protection, care, love, consideration. 
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To go down to the streets of the world is to contemplate God’s presence in 
daily life. To contemplate reality is to open our eyes and our hearts to see 
life as it comes, with God’s eyes, God’s hearing and God’s heart.

Conclusion—Dreams for the Global Salvatorian Family

One of my greatest dreams for the Salvatorian Family is to reach the 
day when we all really love one another as brothers and sisters; the day 
when we all look at one another with deep respect and consideration; 
the day when Salvatorian men and women live complementarily, 
learning from one another; the day when we will live the real meaning 
of collaboration, not only regarding formal studies, formal gatherings 
and Assemblies.
Much has been done regarding collaboration within the Salvatorian 
Family. We have grown, yet we have a long way to go to become deeply 
united as brothers and sisters, children of the same Founder. In many parts 
of the Salvatorian world we have taken initiatives to do things together, 
retreats, seminars, deepening our spirituality and our relationships through 
a variety of programs, studies, commissions, but I feel we need to go 
further in order to become a real Family. We need to join our ways of 
reflecting, our understanding of spirituality, our mission as a way of being 
faithful to Jordan’s vision. 
My dream for the Salvatorian Family is to make it possible to live as the 
first Christian communities, “having one heart and one mind, putting 
everything in common.” My dream is to reach the day when we will hold 
hands together, in solidarity, in collaboration, with no reservations, in full 
inclusiveness.
My deepest dream and wish is to be a Family known by its commitment 
to the promotion of life for all, helping people to live happily in the streets 
of the world because their rights as children of the same Father/Mother are 
respected.
My dream is that, by joining hands with other organizations, and tucking 
up our sleeves to change the streets of the world, a symbol of fragility 
and insecurity where the homeless, the landless, the jobless, the “less” of 
everything, live in a place of joy, solidarity, and opportunities.
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Yes, we have to dream. We have to have utopias and ambition for full life 
for all. We would be lost if we would have no more dreams.
Salvatorians, we are challenged to dream for a world of peace, hope and life 
where there will be no more fear, no more insecurity, no more threatening. 
The place and the time to dream of a “new earth and new heavens” is here 
and now.


