
FR. JORDAN'S ORIGINAL INSIGHT: 

ALL CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS 


SHOULD BE APOSTLES 

IN THE WORLD 


by 

Arno Boesing SDS 

Abstract: In 1996, Fr. Arno Boesing addressed this talk to a 
group of Brazilian Salvatorian religious men and women who 
were accompanying the groups of Lay Salvatorians in Brazil 
at that time. As such it is addressed specifically to Salvatorian 
religious about their role in the formation ofLay Salvatorians. 
Fr. Arno attempts to place their formative role within the context 
of the overall Salvatorian mission. 

Father Jordan was a zealous apostle and a prophet. He was a man 
of God who allowed himself to be taken over and "seduced" by 
God. 1 The tremendous hardships that he encountered during his 
childhood as well as his acute awareness of his own limitations 
led him to an experience of the "suffering servant of God."2 As a 
faithful follower of Christ, he learned early in life how to empty 
himselF and how to live with his own poverty as well as that of 
others. As a result, he learned how to truly value life and in this 
process carne to understand that God the Savior passionately loves 
and defends life.4 

From his experience ofGod as Creator and Savior, Fr. Jordan became 
aware of the breadth of Jesus' mission to glorifY the Father and to 
give eternal life to those entrusted to him.5 In Fr. Jordan's apostolic 
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missionary zeal,6 he founded the Salvatorian Family and entrusted 
it with the mission to know and make known the Divine Savior.7 

In keeping with this mission, the Salvatorian Family should strive 
for a ministerial and missionary Church where lay persons have 
an important place as agents of evangelization and apostles in the 
world. 

A. Basic Objective 

The desire ofJesus that everyone experience life in its fullness (eternal 
life) is also the basic objective of the work envisioned by Fr. Jordan.s 
Jesus always seeks the glory of the Father and never his own glory. 
It is the Father who is glorified when life is promoted, saved and 
enhanced. This is why the Founder works together with us toward 
the salvation ofall.9 This is also why he placed himself entirely at the 
service of the Divine Savior and invites us to do the same. 1O 

Inspired by Christ the Savior, Fr. Jordan also never sought his 
own glory but always that of the one and triune God and the One 
whom God sent, Jesus Christ.I I This is why the Salvatori an Family 
should strive with an apostolic passion so that all know, love and 
serve God the Creator and Savior. 12 Fr. Jordan enjoins the Society 
(whole Salvatorian Family) to make the Reign of God happen by 
evangelizing all. 13 

When we speak of the Reign of God, the implication is that all of 
reality must be transformed. This includes not only the transformation 
of people's personal lives but also that of the society and even the 
cosmos. Fr. Jordan places no limits on apostolic and missionary 
zeal. Following the example of the Divine Savior, the Salvatorian 
should always be sensitively present to the needs of people in all the 
areas of their lives be they physical, psychological, intellectual, or 
spiritual. 14 This requires a love that is in the same measure as that 
of the Savior which is to say, without limits. This means, among 
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other things, to make use of all the ways and means inspired by the 
salvific love of the SaviorY 

B. Starting Point 

Guided by the spirit ofJesus, Fr. Jordan realized thatthewhole Church 
must be ministerial and missionary in order to realize the fullness of 
its mission. He understood that Jesus entrusted the responsibility 
of evangelization to the whole Church and not exclusively to its 
bishops and priests. 16 The love of Christ, who desires the salvation 
of all,17 inspires the Church to be ready to take up "ever new and 
youthful forms."'8 

For this reason, in the Society founded by Fr. Jordan, men and women 
in both the religious and lay life are called to passionately strive so 
that all the vital forces and groups within the Church, including the 
laity, take up their vocation and Christian mission. 19 In order to do 
this, all Salvatorians must continually up-date themselves always 
seeking new paths and new methods.20 In this process of on-going 
renewal, the laity have a tremendously important role.~l They are 
to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world,22 awakening 
and maintaining alive the flame of apostolic zeal in the hearts of 
others.23 

In order for lay persons to fulfill this role in the Church, they 
will need information, formation and opportunities to grow and 
develop as apostles. This is precisely why the Salvatorian religious 
congregations exist. Their principle function is to unleash the 
dynamic process of evangelization. The religious are to inform 
and form lay persons in a process which involves them in diverse 
Church ministries in such a way that even more people will become 
involved in the mission of the Church.24 From this perspective, it is 
even possible to say that the primary mission ofSalvatori an religious 
is to animate the lay apostle. 25 
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C. Key Idea 

Given all of this, we can say that the key idea in Fr. Jordan's 
foundational charism is the lay apostle. Using the language of 
today's Church, we can say that the lay person is the protagonist 
of the New Evangelization.26 The lay apostle is the center or 
nucleus of the vast plan for transforming the reality of our world. 
If we want to be faithful to our foundational mission, we need to 
be seriously committed to the involvement and formation of lay 
persons who are "willing to lead an authentic Christian life and 
transform other Christians into authentic Christians through their 
apostolic zeaL" 27 

This imperative to work so that Christian lay persons become apostles 
in today's world seriously demands that we not be content with "the 
traditional care of souls" in our apostolic activities.28 Individually 
and as a Salvatorian Family, we need to seriously examine our 
consciences about the way we have been responding to this demand 
of our Salvatorian mission! We have the sacred mission to animate 
and energize lay apostles. This will mean forming lay people and 
involving them in Church ministries with the clear objective of 
transforming the world in which we live in light of the Gospel. 

Fr. Jordan's original intuition that "all Catholic Christians should 
be apostles in the world" ought to be the central objective in all 
our apostolic activities. It is necessary that our works more clearly 
reveal this essential characteristic of our Salvatorian mission. In 
order that our apostolate be more powerfully what it is meant to be, 
we need to invest more in the Lay Salvatorian. No one evangelizes 
the laity better than the laity themselves! As a result, we would 
realize our Salvatorian mission more effectively if we were able to 
form and involve a greater number of Lay Salvatorians in it. 

In order to do this, we often need to overcome a certain inertia and 
attitude of"protectionism." Both of these at times can keep us from 
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taking the necessary risks and trusting in the laity and the rightful 
decisions they will make. Either or both of these factors may be 
part of the reason why some Salvatorian religious are reticent about 
becoming involved with groups of Lay Salvatorians. Perhaps these 
factors are also behind why many lay people do not take up their 
rightful place in the Church. For us Salvatorians, it is a question of 
being consistent with our Salvatorian vocation and mission. It is a 
question of conviction! It is a question of faith! 

Sao Paulo, Brazil 
May 1996 
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Notes 
1. "You have seduced me, Yahweh, and I have allowed myselfto be 
seduced" Jer. 20:7. 

2. "You are my servant, I have chosen you and have not cast you 
away,' fear not, for I am with you ..." Is. 41:9-10; See Is. 43:10-12. 

3. "But emptying himself, he took on the nature of a servant, made 
in human likeness" Phil. 2:7. 

4. " ... I give them eternal life." John 10:28; See Spiritual Diary 
of Fr. Francis Mmy of the Cross Jordan II 21, 4 (SD in future 
references). 

5. See John 17:1-2 "After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked 
up to heaven and said, 'Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him."; SD I 186,7 "I have glorified You on earth, I have manifested 
Your name to men ... I have completed the work which You gave 
me to do. John 17: 4, 7." 

6. "He who is not on fire does not enkindle fire" SD I 186, 8. 

7. " ... so that they may know, love and serve Him and themselves 
find salvation" SD I 202,4; 1 Tim. 2:4. 

8. "I have come that they may have life, life in all its fullness" John 
10:10. 

9. "He wishes all ... to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth" SD I 176, 9; See 1 Tim. 2:4. "0 Father, I want to save all!" 
SD II 46, 4. 

10. "0 Jesus, 0 Savior of the world, look, look, here I am! Help 
me!" SD II 47, 3. 

11. "He has only God's honor in sight, never his own" SD I 172,4. 
" ... glorify everywhere God the Father, the Son Jesus Christ and 
the Holy Spirit..." Rules and Constitution ofthe Catholic Teaching 
Society 1886, DSS 1,49. 
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12. See SD I 202, 4 "The creature, trusting with all his powers 
in the help of the Almighty, not in that of man, submits to His 
reign the whole world, i.e., all persons who now or later live, 
so that they may know, love and serve Him, and themselves 
find salvation. "; John 17:3 "And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent."; Rules of the First Grade of the Apostolic Teaching 
Society, 1882, in Mailing II-B-2.1 Rome, Salvator Mundi 
1980, p.1 "The purpose of the Apostolic Teaching Society is to 
spread, defend, and strengthen the Catholic faith everywhere in 
the world, according to the dispositions of Divine Providence. 
Hence, through the exercise of the ecclesiastical magisterium 
both by the spoken and by the written word, it intends to achieve 
this: that all men come to a fuller knowledge of the one true 
God and of Him whom he has sent, Jesus Christ; that all live a 
holy life and save their souls." 

13. Zeal is given too little attention in the schools! Oh, [that there 
were] holy apostles hastening throughout the world, evangelizing 
all! SD I 138, 5-6. 

14. "The Catholic Teaching Society ... by no means underestimates 
profane knowledge, but rather fosters it most zealously in order 
to lead the young to the knowledge and glorification of God also 
through the understanding of nature and human experience ... " 
Statutes ofthe Catholic Teaching Society" 1880, in Mailing I-B-I.2, 
Rome, Salvator Mundi, 1980, p. 2. 

15. "Carefully and wisely serve in the Lord through example as 
well as the written and spoken word and through all the ways and 
means inspired by the love of Christ in order to manifest to all 
and glorify everywhere God the Father, his Son Jesus Christ and 
the Holy Spirit for the salvation of immortal souls" Rules and 
Constitution of the First Order of the Catholic Teaching Society 
1886, DSS 1,49. 

16. "The official organs of the Catholic Magisterium are the 
bishops and priests; they are the successors of the Apostles. 
However, who does not know the importance ofthe lay apostolate 
today .... Well, then, the Apostolic Teaching Society places great 
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stress on the lay apostolate ... " The Apostolic Teaching Society 
1881 in Mailing I-C-l, Rome, Salvator Mundi, 1980, pp.14
15. 

17, "You cannot build the Church on the ruins of charity" SD III 4, 
5; See DSS 1,49. 

18. "The Catholic Church is not an inert corpse, but a living 
organism which, unchangeable in its essence, yet appears in ever 
new and youthful forms. The Spirit of God dwelling within her 
knows at all times how to raise up just the right institutions to 
meet the needs of the times .. ," The Apostolic Teaching Society, 
1881, p. 1. 

19. The Society tries to "fill with the fire of enthusiasm for their 
vocations all the 'living' forces that are already active in the 
Church.. .it would unite sanctify and imbues with apostolic spirit 
all these factors of the Catholic teaching office" Ibid., p. 2. 

20. "They should not be content with the traditional care for souls 
in the schools and in the Church, but should apply other methods of 
spiritual renewal" The Missionary, 1881, # 1. 

21. "Particularly where a priest cannot or may not speak, ... there a 
lay person can often and with great blessing take on a mission as an 
apostle with reason to hope for better results. Once more: the lay 
apostolate is of very great importance in our times" The Apostolic 
Teaching Society, 1881, p. 15. 

22. "...so that they become the saIt of the earth with which it shall be 
well salted" Thoughts about a Catholic Society in Mailing I-B-1.1, 
Rome, Salvator Mundi, 1980, p. 1. 

23. "We want to help enkindle in all hearts the fire that Jesus came 
to bring on earth. It is this fire that he wanted to see blazing!" The 
Catholic Teaching Society, 1888, DSS IV, p. 105; See Luke 12:49, 
"I come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled!" 

24. "They should always involve more and more people in this 
movement so that this apostolic spirit can more and more penetrate 
our country" The Missionary, 1881, #2. 
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25. "It (the Society) aims to help in the transformation of many 
Catholic Christians into authentic Catholics, so that they not only 
have the beautiful name but that they be filled in their very being 
with the Catholic faith... The Society also aims to animate and 
instruct Catholic Christians so that they can defend the holy faith 
with enthusiasm and ability" The }v/issionary. 1881, # 1. 

26. "That all lay persons be protagonists of the New Evangelization, 
Human Promotion and the Christian Culture" Santo Domingo 
Document, #97, 103,293, and 302. 

27. H •••the Society also accepts as members Catholic men and 
women from all social classes, as long as they are willing to lead an 
authentic Christian life and transform other Christians into authentic 
Christians through their apostolic zeal" The Catholic Teaching 
Society, 1888, DSS 10, 107. 

28. See note #20 above. 
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