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Introduction

It has been said that to really grasp the sense of a particular expression, 
one must know the author, the author’s purpose and the situation or 
circumstances out of which that person speaks or writes. “So it is,” says 
Father Peter van Meijl, “that Father Jordan uses the expression apostolic 
to indicate the character, identity, and mission of his Society.” 1 His 
foundation began as The Apostolic Teaching Society (ATS). The Society 
honored Our Lady, Queen of the Apostles, as its Protectress and the 
apostles as its special patrons. Pentecost was the Society’s principal feast 
in remembrance of the gift of preaching, given to the apostles through the 
descent of the Holy Spirit.2 The members aimed to follow Christ like the 
apostles, that is, in the spirit of the apostles. A change of title in 1894 to 
Society of the Divine Savior placed Jesus Christ as Savior of the World fully 
at the center.  With that the Society’s mission was definitely more clearly 
expressed. It seems, however, that its specifically apostolic dimension was 
less frequently mentioned.
The concept, apostolic, can be viewed from different standpoints. This 
paper will reflect on this concept from the aspect of the New Testament 
and in light of our Salvatorian heritage.

I.  The Concept of Apostle in the New Testament

In the New Testament the word apostolos generally denotes bearers of 
the NT message. Apostolos always signifies a messenger or messengers 
sent with authority. The messenger is officially charged to represent the 
person and cause of another. Jesus understood that he was the apostle of 
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the Father. Where the Son speaks and acts, God speaks and acts, and this 
confession has absolute authority.  Jesus makes this clear to those he calls: 
No servant is greater than the master, no messenger is greater than the 
one who sent him (Jn 13:16).   
In the Gospels, apostolos refers primarily to the Twelve sent out by Jesus. 

He called those whom he wanted and they came to him. 
And  he  appointed twelve to be with him, and to be sent 
out to proclaim the message and have authority to cast 
out unclean spirits, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness.  (cf. Mk 3: 13-1��� Mt 1�:1-2).(cf. Mk 3: 13-1��� Mt 1�:1-2). 

In Acts, the word apostolos denotes the first Christian missionaries. Paul 
and Barnabas set out to preach to both Jews and Greeks at Iconium. When 
unbelieving Jews poisoned the minds of their listeners and the apostles 
learned that an attack was planned, the missionaries moved on to Lycaonia 
and preached the Good News in the surrounding country (cf. Acts 14: 4-
7ff).  Paul also uses apostolos to refer to his coworkers, Prisca and Aquila, 
who risked their lives for him (cf. Rm 16:3). He speaks of Junias and 
Andronicus, fellow prisoners with him, as prominent among the apostles 
(cf. Rm. 16:7). Paul does not hesitate to apply the word apostolos even 
to a wider circle (cf. 1 Cor. 1�:6ff). In the early Church, then, the word 
apostolos signified a broad spectrum of persons given and dedicated to the 
upbuilding of the Church.3

The Apostolate in the New Testament

The apostolate begins with the first group of disciples around Jesus. In 
some way the group resembles similar groups around other leaders. The 
actual difference lies in this group’s genesis and outcome. The group 
originates on the initiative of Jesus. Jesus invites. The disciples accept his 
call. They listen to Jesus. Jesus reveals God to them as the Holy One and as 
Father. From this revelation the disciples learn reverence and obedience. 
They place themselves at God’s disposition and under God’s orders. Love 
becomes the supreme rule of their life. With this formation and conversion, 
the disciples become apostles and are given an authoritative part in the 
saving work of Jesus.
The disciples actually begin the apostolate when Jesus chooses them as 
coworkers and sends them out. There is an authoritative sending, followed 
by a later return and a report. The disciples are shown and perceive that 
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their authorization is linked with the person of Jesus. This authorization 
is a commission to speak and act as Jesus. It confers no rights. It simply 
implies the duty of service.

Go, proclaim the good news: The kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons; give without charge (Mt. 1�:7-8).

In addition to service, commissioning by Jesus carries with it humiliation. 
Service and humiliation purge the apostolate of any personal claims.

A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master. It is enough for the disciple to grow to be like the 
teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household!  (Mt 1�:24-2�).

Service and humiliation also nurture the apostolate as a commission. They 
safeguard  it from becoming a privilege or position. Commission is the 
main thing, not the bearer. What matters is proclamation of the truth of  
God – by word, work, and witness of life. After having been sent out, the 
apostle returns to Jesus as disciple. That is, to again become a listener to 
his word.

The Early Christian Apostolate–Gift of the Risen Lord

The first commission to preach the kingdom is accompanied by clear 
directives with certain limitations and a return report (cf. Mk 6: 7-13, 3��� 
Mt 1�: �-8�� Lk 9:1-6, 1��� also: Mt 17:14-16, 19�� Mk 9:4�). With the death 
of Jesus, the disciples are at a loss. But the risen Lord manifests himself 
to them. He constitutes them a community, breathes the Spirit upon them 
and renews the commission: As the Father has sent me, so I send you 
(Jn 2�:21). Having seen and believed, the apostles are now witnesses of 
the resurrection. Personal commissioning by the risen Lord, as well as 
personal meeting with him, is the basis of the apostolate. This applies 
primarily to the twelve (Matthias  replacing  Judas).  The twelve, having 
been prepared for the task, must now preach the risen Christ. They are his 
authoritative representatives. The very nature of their commission requires 
that they also be missionaries, and that others join them in this. The new 
commission is lasting and all-encompassing. It applies to the whole period 
from the Lord’s ascension to his return. It entails an ongoing universal 
message. The apostles are to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
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them…  and teaching them to observe all that the Lord commanded (Mt 
28:19-2�).

Paul the Apostle

It seems that Paul is the first person to clearly apply the word apostolos 
to an individual messenger of  Jesus. Paul could do this because of his 
personal encounter with the risen Jesus and subsequent life experiences: 
his strong sense of calling, his unusual position, his special labors, even 
his need to vindicate his apostolate against objections.
Paul’s entry into the apostolate involves a sharp break in his life. This 
turnabout is determined by his meeting with Jesus on the Damascus road. 
Paul does not vacillate. His response is immediate. It is a resolute and 
enduring commitment to the Jesus he had formerly persecuted. Thus he 
becomes an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of  God. For Paul, being 
an apostle is to be set apart for the gospel (Rm 1:1). In Paul we find 
complete devotion to the message. He appreciates suffering as a value in 
apostolic life�� he rejects extraordinary elements. There is a prophetic self-
awareness about him�� convincing union with God�� the embracing of his 
whole life by his calling�� and a powerful proclamation of and restriction 
to the word.  Paul sees himself as the envoy of Christ  (cf. 2 Cor �:2�), 
working  together with him (cf. 2 Cor 6:1). The God who worked in Jesus 
works through Paul as one who serves God and thus shares in God’s own 
work (cf. 1 Cor 3:8, 11ff). Paul attributes this totally to his commission. 
He recognizes himself as the servant of the Lord.  Conscious of God’s 
overruling all of history, he insists with joy on his apostolic  responsibility, 
even though this close bond with the Lord imposes suffering of every kind 
(cf. 2 Cor 12:1�).     

II.  John Baptist Jordan

John Baptist Jordan, later Father Francis Mary of the Cross, has been 
described as a  religious  original, a  man led by divine Providence, 
[to] carry out his work in the Church in an outstanding way.4 John 
Baptist Jordan, born of a poor family in 1848, was raised in the village 
of Gurtweil, Baden, Germany. But he did not grow up out of touch with 
the real world. The very hardships of his life led him to experience and 
grasp the one essential and ultimate concern of life: that all may know 
the one true God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent (cf. Jn 17:3).�  While 
still in elementary school, John Baptist earned his daily bread by fishing. 
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Later he did some railroading and other construction work. A three-year 
apprenticeship as painter, gilder and decorator put the young Jordan on the 
road. He had already encountered  the  Risen Lord on the day of his First 
Communion, when in some mysterious way God’s Holy Spirit touched  
him and changed  his life. Journeying now, he observed  and confronted 
the challenges of his times in the light of God. What he saw nurtured his 
nascent priestly vocation, awakening his charism and apostolic mission. 
Like his patron, John Baptist would become a precursor, pointing out the 
Savior of the world��…name him John, the angel had said. He will turn 
many to the Lord their God…in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk 1:13, 
16-17). He will give knowledge of salvation to his people and light to 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death (Lk 1:77, 79). 
During his theological studies at St. Peter’s near Fribourg, John Baptist 
wrote:

Be very zealous  to  promote the knowledge of truth. Ponder 
these words: To enlighten those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death… This is eternal life: that they may know 
you, the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.6

The torch was lit! Spontaneously, John Baptist chose men of flaming zeal 
as role models.

...Elias, John the Baptist,  Paul , Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God and Savior of the world 7–… I have come to cast fire 
upon the earth, and would that it were already blazing.8 
– Consider the spirit of Elias and of John the Baptist, and 
humble yourself –… Elias rose up like a fire, and his words 
blazed like a torch  –… One who is not on fire cannot 
enkindle fire  –… A single person, aflame with zeal for the 
faith, can set a whole people aright 9

From the depths of his soul, our Founder prayed: 
O Lord, give me a fiery love that never grows faint or ceases.1� – 
Lord, Jesus Christ, Sun of Justice, enlighten and set fire to 
my heart, so that my footsteps may be like the morning light 
that walks and grows to the fullness of the day.11 
O Lord, grant that I may always burn ardently for love of 
you and inflame all. May I be a burning fire, O God, and a 
flaming torch! 12  
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His yearning became always more intense:
O my Lord and my God, grant that with your help I may be 
able to complete  the work begun for your glory  and that I, 
at the end, burning with love  for you, may pour my life out 
for you, that is, for your glory. Amen.13

For Father Francis of the Cross, fire signified zeal. He recognized zeal as 
the love of the Holy Spirit poured out into the hearts of ordinary people, 
transforming them into genuine apostles. Pentecost  held great significance 
for our Founder. He knew and felt that along with his followers he was in 
line with the apostles after Pentecost. Together with Mary, Queen of the 
Apostles, they had to proclaim and set the whole world on fire with the 
message of Jesus. Yes, kindle it!  Make it known!  Proclaim it! The Founder 
had dramatically experienced people’s ignorance of and indifference to 
God.  Religion was missing from their lives. God was missing from their 
lives.  For Father Jordan, this meant that the core had been torn out of 
religion. (Religion literally means “to be bound again”  to God.)  The 
God-bonding was gone! 14

Faithfully, our Founder kept his exemplars before his eyes:
Observe the holy apostles, as they hasten throughout the 
world, evangelizing all!  Unfathomable zeal! O gift of God, 
how often you have been contemned and suppressed, while 
one excuses oneself  with  exaggerations that you are  meant 
for the select few! 1�

Vigilant over his inner movements, he often exhorted himself to zeal: 
No sacrifice, no cross, no desolation, no trial, no temptation. 
Oh! Absolutely nothing  should  be  too difficult for you 
with the help of God’s grace. Let no betrayal, no infidelity, 
no coldness, no abuse diminish your fire! – Be a  true  
apostle of Jesus Christ. Do not rest until you have carried 
the word of God to the four corners of the earth!16

Through a variety of images, the Founder expressed his readiness to assume 
any role to carry out the mission entrusted to him. He was disposed 

– to be a herald of the Most High,  
– to fly like an eagle around the globe,  
– to speak as an angel sent from God,  
– to blast like a trumpet through all the earth…   
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   so as to proclaim the word of God, 
…rouse and summon the sleepers,  
…spur the inactive,  
…convoke the living and the dead.17 

The Founder’s passion to be an apostle and to make others apostles for the 
glory of God fueled his zeal. “Go in the name of the Most High and set 
everyone afire!” – “Be a most ardent fire!  Rise up like fire!”18

Realistically, he also noted practical qualities of apostolic zeal.
 Your zeal ought to be resourceful, active, persevering and 
patient, marked  by both  gentleness and strength.19 

 He also cautioned alertness to the counter-spirit:
The Spirit of God loves tranquility, peace and order. God’s 
Spirit does not dwell in agitation. Therefore, avoid haste, 
unrest, precipitousness, and over-zealousness, especially in 
important things.2� 

Were we to search in our Founder’s Spiritual Diary for a summary 
description of apostolic zeal, perhaps some would point to the following:

Trust in the Lord. Pray, suffer, endure, sustain, labor, 
fight even unto blood�� cry to God, run, fly, spend yourself 
unreservedly for Christ, for the salvation of souls.21 

Notice the first requirement: trust in the Lord. – Toward the evening of 
his life, Francis of the Cross  wrote twice into his Spiritual Diary: The 
fire of confidence in God.22  This is the key. Here is the foundation of his 
apostolic zeal. This fire is the white flame at the heart of the blazing torch 
of holy zeal. Salvatorian apostolic zeal must be grounded in trust in God.

Let Paul be Your Model

In his Encyclical, Mission of the Redeemer, Pope John Paul II states that, 
with the Apostle Paul, “the Church opened her doors to all the world.”23   
An early brochure describes the Apostolic Teaching Society as “bearing  
the seal of the Holy Spirit  on its brow.” It then names its purpose, character 
and spirit: “to help spread, defend and  revitalize  the faith in all countries 
of the world in the spirit of the apostles.”24 No wonder that the Founder 
turned to Paul, Apostle of the nations and herald of the Spirit. “Let Paul be 
your model, the patron you imitate most. Invoke him daily. – Consider the 
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zeal of the holy apostle Paul and humble yourself – St. Paul, St. Paul, St. 
Paul.”2� Francis of the Cross made many of Paul’s words his own:

“Woe to me, O Lord, if I do not make you known !  Woe to 
me, if I do not preach the gospel. – You are a debtor to all 
- to all - to all - to all! Oh, souls are perishing! Lament and 
weep bitterly! All peoples, all nations, all races, all families 
of peoples, all persons - you are a debtor to all! – In great 
patience, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, in beatings, 
imprisonment, tumults, labors, watching, hunger…in honor 
and dishonor, in  ill repute and good repute. The love of 
Christ urges us. – I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the 
Spirit  – Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.26  

The Founder looked to Paul not only as model and patron for himself, but 
also for direction for his foundations.

To God alone all honor and glory for ever (Tim 1:17).
The greatest possible honor and glory of God, the saving of the greatest 
possible number of souls, and the greatest possible holiness was Father 
Jordan’s threefold motivating force. He bequeathed this as a heritage to all  
members for all times.27 

The love of Christ urges us,  convinced that one has died for 
all  (2 Cor �:14).

This compelling love and its motive became the basis of the Society’s 
universality of means, of members, and of total engagement for Christ as 
Savior of all.

By their example, by means of the spoken and written word, 
and by all ways and  means  that  the love of Christ inspires, 
the members shall seek wisely and prudently in the Lord 
to make known to all and to glorify everywhere God the 
Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, and to 
save immortal souls.
Because the love of Christ who died for all impels us, the 
Society as a loving mother accepts candidates of all nations 
… just as it aims to extend its apostolate to all peoples and 
nations.28
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Christ was obedient unto death, even to death on a cross (Phil 2:8).  Francis 
of the Cross learned obedience through contemplation of the “Crucified, 
dying on the cross.”29 Already in the Society’s earliest Rules, he set the 
example of the Lord Jesus before the members as the only worthy motive 
for obedience. 
A love that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and 
endures all things  (1 Cor. 13:7), and a  readiness to gladly spend oneself 
and be spent (2 Cor 12:1�) inspired the spirit of the Society as described 
in its earliest printed Rule (1882).

The spirit by which they are impelled is the love of God 
and of neighbor, according to St. Paul’s exhortation in his 
first letter to the Corinthians (ch. XIII). That love is like a 
burning fire from which issues forth such an apostolic zeal 
that they give all and wholly spend themselves for souls, 
even to the shedding of their blood, if it should so please 
God.3�

Paul’s voice is clearest in the Rule of the Apostolate. Father Francis 
introduced it with the Lord’s mandate: Teach all nations. The first 
petition of Christ’s High-Priestly prayer follows: that all know the one 
true God and him whom he has sent. The Founder then withdrew behind 
the Apostle to have him speak directly to the members. Paul charges: 

proclaim the word, 
be urgent in season and out of season, 
rebuke with patience,    
go, speak to the people all the words of eternal life, 
announce and write, 
do not cease to admonish,  
overlook no opportunity. 

The consolation of the Holy Spirit so filled Father Francis as he wrote this 
Rule that he was moved to tears. This joy  was  not only for the Rule itself. 
On completing it, the Founder recognized that the Rule of the Apostolate 
captivated and expressed what he had initially intended the Society’s 
original title, Apostolic Teaching Society, to convey to all.31 
Two other Pauline themes mark our Founder’s life: Pray constantly (1 
Thess. �:17), and I can do all things in him who strengthens me (Phil. 
4:3).32 Father Jordan was a man of prayer in the truest sense of the word. 
Aware of his limitations and poverty, he was simply himself before God: 
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the creature lost in wonder, adoration and intimacy with his Creator. He 
sang praise and thanksgiving to God. He immersed himself in the ocean of 
God’s love. He offered himself to God as Isaias did: Send me. He pleaded 
and wept with God for souls.33  Prayer was his strength. Truly, he lived 
Paul’s charge: Pray without ceasing. The Spiritual Diary confirms this:

– Relate everything to God. – Do everything as though you 
really saw God before you. – Think of him in all your ways�� 
let him guide all your steps. – Converse continually with 
God�� in all your works, look at God.34

The Founder also wanted the members of the Society to be persons of 
unceasing prayer:

If you want to live up to your task and become apostles…  
become persons of prayer. Everyone can pray.  It  is in prayer 
that you are to get the fire of charity and increase it  upon the 
earth. There you are to draw your strength. There you are 
to rest when in the apostolate you have been all absorbed in 
your work. … Pray, instanter, instantius, instantissime!  Sine 
intermissione! Pray continuously, urgently, perseveringly! 
Pray without ceasing! 3�

Father Jordan’s own prayer was rooted in confidence. He lived by his 
favorite psalm verse: Our help is in the name of the Lord (Ps. 124:8). He 
staked all his confidence in God. He made Paul’s affirmation his own: I 
can do all things in him who strengthens me (Phil 4:13). – Confidence 
and prayer�� prayer and confidence, he wrote. – Remain at all times in 
the closest union and communion with Jesus, without whom you can do 
nothing. – In  all  your actions and  prayer, work and act in Jesus,  through 
Jesus, and  for Jesus. Without him you can do nothing. Of  what use is 
anything  you do without Him!36 The Founder included a strong call to 
trust in the Rule:  They [the members] shall have the greatest trust  and 
confidence in our holy patrons,  for our help comes from above.37

At the root of Father Jordan’s readiness to do all things was his trust in 
the presence, power and providence of the One who strengthened him. He 
wanted the same for all his followers. In his goodness and wisdom, the 
Founder left a Spiritual Testament to all who now live or ever will live in 
the Society. This spiritual document is rich in encouragement. It contains 
blessings. It also lays an obligation upon us. It has fittingly been called 
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a Hymn  to Trust. Of its eight counsels or exhortations, three touch on 
confidence.38

Consider as a lasting inheritance 
confidence in Divine Providence, 
which, as a loving Mother, will always care for you. 
Place your trust in God alone�� 
who will fight for you like a mighty hero. 
Woe to you if you place your trust in people or riches.

Paul’s influence  on Father Jordan is evident in the Founder’s personal 
writings. It is seen in the Society’s Rules. And Paul’s name and words 
were heard in the chapter room:

Today, we are celebrating the feast of the great St. Paul. 
Reflection on this hero  challenges us to do great things for 
the glory of God and the salvation of souls, as he did. Who 
would not feel so impelled, when meditating on the life and 
apostolic labors of this great apostle! Today, I would like to 
single out one particular point from his life: his faithfulness 
in suffering. As you know, this is one of my favorite 
themes. An apostolic person, who wishes to accomplish 
great things for God, must be ready to suffer and endure 
much. Look at St. Paul. He himself tells us what he 
suffered. If we want to accomplish much for God, we must 
suffer. Be persevering in suffering and full of zeal . …The 
dear God permits us to be tried, so that our labors may bear 
fruit. Hold yourself ready to suffer, come what may. Keep 
your eyes on the great apostle. Never forget that one’s 
apostolic success will be in proportion to one’s sufferings.39

III. In the Footsteps of the Apostles
Two gospel texts in particular deeply moved Father Jordan’s spirit. He 
heard them – a prayer and a mandate – as distinctly addressed to him.

Father,… that all may know you, the only true God and him 
whom you have sent (Jn 17: 3).
Go,… and makes disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:18).

To the first he responded: “Yes, O God, the Society will proclaim you 
and your only-begotten Son.”4�  His second response came in a brochure 
which announced The Apostolic Teaching Society and its aim: to spread, 
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defend and revitalize the Catholic Faith everywhere in the world. Yes, it 
would go into the whole world, and like the apostles, proclaim the good 
news to all creation (Mk 16:1�). From its very beginnings, the Society 
used the expressions: “in the spirit of the apostles”�� or, “in the footsteps of 
the apostles”�� or “like the apostles.” To the first and only woman member 
of the first degree of the Apostolic Teaching Society the Founder himself 
gave the name: Mary of the Apostles.41

The Gospels had given Father Jordan the Society’s purpose and mission. 
Now he turned to them to reflect on the call and response of the apostles. 
The call always came as pure gift. Personal. Unexpected. There was an 
immediacy about it that demanded a response.

Immediately, they left their nets and followed him. 
(Mt 4:19-2�).
Immediately, they left the boat, their father, and the hired 
men, and followed him. 
(Mt. 4:22�� Mk 1:2�).
And he [Levi] got up, left everything, and followed him. 
(Lk �:27).

The apostles’ first leaving was a letting go of material goods and prospects. 
Their spiritual journey would  lead them gradually through a profound 
process of conversion of values, priorities, and attitudes. Simon  Peter 
still  thought  in the ways of men (Mk 8:3�). The sons of thunder were 
still ambitious (Mk 1�:3�-37) and tended to violence (Lk 9:�4).  Others 
were non-inclusive. They rebuked bothersome persons: the little ones (Lk 
18:12)�� the Syro-Phoenician woman (Mt 1�:23)�� Bartimaeus (Mk. 1�:48). 
It seems, all of them wondered what they would get for throwing their lot  
in with  Jesus (Mt 19:27). Behind his back they argued who among them 
was the greatest (Lk 9:46).
Reflectively, Francis of the Cross wrote the Rule.

The life of those who join this work is the apostolic life, 
or the imitation of the holy apostles. They leave behind 
all things and work there where, in the judgment of the 
superiors, the greater glory of God and the salvation of 
souls await each one.42

As time went on, that leaving everything made greater demands on the 
apostles. It was a different  matter  to surrender reputation, expectations, 
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and security in face of the hostility of the establishment. It was another 
thing  to accept their inability to cure the convulsive boy at the foot of 
Tabor (Lk 9:4�),  and the dark  prophecies of suffering and crucifixion. 
It was even more difficult to accept Jesus’ poverty of heart in his foot-
washing and self-emptying. 
Prayerfully, the Founder took up his pen again:

Faithfully and manfully following the example of their 
Leader, our Lord Jesus Christ and the footsteps of the holy 
apostles, they shall wholly and completely devote, dedicate 
and consecrate themselves to God and the furtherance of his 
cause, withholding not even the least thing from him.43 
The members are not to possess anything on their own.
With St. Peter, you  must be able to say in truth: Behold, 
we have left all things and have followed you.(Mt. 19:27) 
For the sake of Christ, leave in spirit and in truth, all that 
you possessed in the world. Take even as said to you: 
Whoever comes to me and does not hate father, mother, 
wife, children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple (Lk 14:26). Be dead to the 
world and to self-love, so as to live only for Christ, who is 
to you father, mother, brother, and all. If you follow this, 
you will be acceptable to God, similar to Christ and the 
apostles… 44  
Since they walk in the footsteps of the holy apostles who 
left all things and followed Christ, they shall, as far as 
possible, observe poverty in their life and practice. ... 
Poverty is to be observed not only in externals�� it must be 
embraced  in heart and in mind. In the spirit of poverty, they 
are to hold all created things in slight esteem and become 
interiorly detached from them.4�

The apostles protested that they would lay down their lives for Jesus. 
When the moment came, they scattered. The members of the Society, like 
the apostles, would have to face their vulnerability, their self-sufficiency 
and ambitions. They would be called not only to share  the Lord’s cup but 
to love the cross. Father Francis spoke on this in one of his chapters. 

In today’s Gospel the Divine Savior asks his disciples: 
Can you drink the cup that I shall drink? (Mt 20:22). From 
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this we learn that suffering is a key factor in the life of an 
apostle. We have the task of becoming like the apostles. 
… We are following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and 
desire to extend his kingdom. We aim to become like the 
apostles and to spread the teachings announced by them. 
So we set ourselves to combat the vices against which the 
Divine Savior and his apostles took a stand. … If you want 
to be apostles, be ready at all times to… suffer. The Divine 
Savior goes before you. He is your Exemplar. He and the 
holy apostles. And the Divine Savior, who granted  you  his 
grace, will sustain you. When sufferings come upon you, do 
not lose heart. Bear them with your eyes on him for whom 
you suffer. Do and dare as the apostles did!46 

The apostles endured the cross and experienced the paschal mystery. At 
Pentecost the Spirit of  the Risen  Lord came upon them as fire, light, 
courage. In their attachment to the person of Jesus, they bonded together 
in the Holy Spirit, knowing themselves destined for mission. 
Like the apostles, the members of the Society, too, had to be bonded in 
the Holy Spirit. In simple words packed with meaning, the Founder wrote 
the rule:

They cultivate mutual charity so that, united by the bond 
of peace in the Holy Spirit, they show themselves to be 
companions of the Apostles.47   

Companions of the apostles!  True, Father Jordan always felt that along 
with his followers he was in  line with the apostles after Pentecost. Not 
only “in line” following in the footsteps of the apostles, but  in step with 
them! Our vocation calls us to be like the apostles in our present-day world.  
Even more!  We are to show ourselves to be companions of the apostles.
Pentecost meant very much, indeed, to Father Francis of the Cross. This 
for several reasons. “The gift of  preaching [was] given to the apostles 
through the descent of the Holy Spirit.” The Society had a sense of “bearing  
the  seal of  the Spirit on its brow.”48 Furthermore, Pentecost was the day 
that the Holy Spirit freed the apostles to attentiveness and responsiveness 
to him as guide and as dynamism of the mission. Pentecost was in the 
Founder’s heart. In the same way, Pentecost had to be in the heart of the 
members. 
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…Since our purpose is to follow the apostles as closely 
as possible, it is also our special task to honor the Holy 
Spirit….  We  are called to the apostolate. We are called 
to announce and teach the word of God. How powerful 
that word can be from an apostle who is imbued with love! 
On the other hand, what harm can result if a person is not 
filled with love….  One  who is not on fire with love cannot 
inflame others.  As apostles, what can we expect to achieve 
without the assistance of the Holy Spirit.49  
…Today, let us turn our gaze to the cenacle where the 
apostles and our heavenly Mother are gathered, one in heart 
and mind. Yes, like them, let us open ourselves to the Holy 
Spirit. We all need the Holy Spirit… Each of us experiences 
temptations, doubts, darkness, weakness…  Each has needs 
to place before the Holy Spirit, that he may sustain us.  O 
come, best Consoler, heavenly Light, Paraclete! … Let us 
beg the Holy Spirit to inflame us with holy zeal that, in the 
spirit of the apostles, we may truly strive for holiness and 
persevere to the end.�� 
…Pray to the Holy Spirit for yourselves.  Pray, too, for the 
Society, and for the whole Church! … How much needs to 
be remedied in today’s world… healed among Catholics. 
How the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is needed! … Come, 
Holy Spirit! Come, Father of the poor! Come, Consoler!  
Call upon the Holy Spirit… to enlighten, guide, and govern 
the Society. Veni, Lux! Oh, may that Light come upon 
the Society! Yes, the Spirit enlightens our darkness, heals 
what is wounded, warms what has grown cold, waters our 
aridity…. We absolutely need  the Holy Spirit! Call the 
Holy Spirit upon the whole Church, upon the Society, upon 
yourselves! …How you will rejoice, filled with the Holy 
Spirit!  What joy, what peace, what delight, what unity will 
be yours!�1 

Early members of the Society and the Congregation consciously 
understood themselves to be new apostles – in continuity with the apostles 
after Pentecost. From the earliest beginnings, fathers, brothers and sisters 
proclaimed the whole message (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-3�� 4:13-14) to whomever they 
were sent to serve. Their preaching and healing and saving was in their 
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witness of apostolic love to the poor in Assam, Ecuador, Torri, Vienna, 
and to the hungry who came to the motherhouse in Rome. Letters testify 
to their lively sense of being apostles and to their mutual encouragement. 

…Oh, if all of us really had the spirit of the holy apostles, 
the world would soon be changed… �2

Strive earnestly to be filled with an apostolic spirit, to suffer 
in an apostolic spirit, to pray in an apostolic spirit, to work 
in an apostolic spirit. Let us remain intimately united with 
the Crucified and allow nothing to separate us from him.�3

It would be good and bring blessings if we would honor 
our patrons more and promote this in our publications.  Oh, 
if we could only really understand apostolic life! May the 
Lord  inflame you with his fiery holy zeal!�4

Be deeply filled with genuine apostolic spirit and zeal. 
Indeed, no limits shall be set  to your apostolic zeal … 
Apostolate! Apostolate!��

…as far as possible, spread our publications. May the dear 
God bless you. Oh, that you become holy apostles!  Pray 
– Suffer!�6

… blessings to you in your new apostolic field of labor. 
Become a real apostle to those poor people.�7

Become a genuine apostle there and be glad to carry the 
cross that  Providence  will  lay  upon  you, from wherever 
it may come.�8

May the twelve foundations of the sisters – like twelve 
apostles – spread new branches in responding to every holy 
intention and  grow in genuine apostolic religious fervor�9

We promise genuine holy zeal and faithful perseverance 
both in work and in the cross, so that the Society may have 
Sisters of the Divine Savior as unpretentious apostles of 
Jesus  everywhere  in  the world.6�

Oh, that all of you may be true apostles of Jesus Christ!61

Go and set everyone afire! Oh, that all may become truly 
zealous apostles!62 
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Away, disturbing thoughts! Our Divine Savior cares for us. 
Besides, are we not one in him? Whatever is not done here 
will be done there. What does it matter! If only Christ is 
preached (Phil 1:18), says the holy apostle Paul. Yes, this 
is true apostolic spirit! And we, all of  us, must endeavor to 
make it always more our own.63

Blessings and greetings to all of you. May you all become 
zealous, completely God-filled apostles of Jesus Christ!64

Oh, may we always remain apostolic! Forget ourselves, help 
others, edify – working for souls!6�

You will certainly meet up with great difficulties in the 
[new] foundation there. Therefore, pray constantly and 
zealously! Here especially,  help must come from above. 
Oh, may you become holy apostles for Brazil through 
humility, abnegation and disdain for worldly things … Do 
not lose your courage and especially not your confidence in 
God.66  
May you always walk in the footsteps of the apostles, as 
true Salvatorians, and suffer and accomplish much for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls.67

Conclusion

With the rich legacy that is ours, we continue to move forward in the spirit 
of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. The call and challenge to us 
today is to be apostles of  the new millennium. 
We have our mandate: 

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole 
creation (Mk 16:1�).  Go, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them…and teaching them to obey everything that I  
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age (Mt. 28:19-2�). 

We have our mission:
To proclaim to all people the salvation which has appeared 
in Jesus Christ, so that by the witness of our lives and of 
our apostolate, all may come to know the only true God and 
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Jesus Christ  whom  he  has sent (cf.  Jn 17:3) and have life 
in all its fullness.

By reason of our mission and calling, we also invite and prepare other 
apostles from all walks of life.
Along with his blessing, Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan has left 
us words of wisdom to treasure and live by.

Always keep your holy vocation before your eyes 
everywhere and in all things. That vocation is to form Christ 
in yourselves and your neighbor.
Observe the Lord’s commandment with the greatest 
diligence: Love one another. By observing it, everyone will 
know that you are disciples of the Divine Savior. Thus you 
will be faithful imitators of the holy apostles who were of 
one heart and one mind.
A Society destined for all people is in debt to all. Therefore, 
be all-inclusive in  your love for peoples of whatever race or 
nation.
Cherish the spirit of prayer…. Let your heart be in Jesus, 
your treasure. He will enlighten you and set your heart afire 
with love. … Let it be your most pleasant task to work that 
all generations call your most glorious Queen and Mother 
blessed. 
Keep in mind the example of our Savior who washed the 
feet of his apostles and said: I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you.
The Society’s growth should be of the greatest concern 
to you. Promote  its good  name  by good example.  
…Make the Society known, promote its publications, seek 
benefactors [to assist communities and needy candidates] 
for the glory of God.
Help the missions… by prayer and sacrifices and by 
obtaining help for them.
Do everything which pertains to your vocation with a great 
heart and willing spirit. …Flee selfishness. The time is short 
but the reward is great.
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Continue to do good, working for the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls with all your strength. Move ahead. Go 
forward!68 

Be Apostles of the new Millennium!
Move ahead! Go forward!

____________

SOME HELPS TO PRAYER, REFLECTION AND SHARING

 1.  The change in the original name of the Society was a deep sorrow for 
our Founder. Nevertheless, the apostolic spirit and sense of being apostles 
remains essential. It is up to us to keep it alive and pass it on. Are we 
fully open to the apostolic challenges of our times? What are the particular 
challenges today in your country and place of mission?
 2.  When the apostle Paul (Rm 1:14-1��� 1 Cor 9:16) and Father Jordan 
(SD II.47.4�� II.7�.4) say of themselves: I am a debtor to all, what do they 
really mean?  Paul also saw himself as the envoy of Christ (2 Cor. 6:1). 
What image or images do you have of your partnership with Christ in 
ministry?  How does this help you in ministry?
 3. What do you see as the most important Salvatorian qualities? Are you 
proud to say: “I  belong to the Society of the Divine Savior, or the Sisters 
of the Divine Savior, or the Salvatorian Family?” Just what in the spirit 
attracts and impels you most?    
 4. As a theology student, John Baptist wrote: “Promote the knowledge of 
truth,… enlighten those who sit in darkness  in the shadow of death….”  
Who are those today who sit in darkness, in death? What are the now-
needs of our world, displayed daily on television, in other media, on our 
streets? As apostles, how do we view, read, listen, react, respond? 
 �. Recall a time in your apostolic life when you felt betrayed, let down, 
wronged, berated,  severely tempted. Father Jordan’s firm trust in God 
brought him through such realities. “Let no betrayal, no infidelity, no  
coldness, no abuse diminish your fire!” [SD II.1.4 & 6]. How did you 
come through your struggle?
 6. What do you feel when you dwell on one or other of these words from 
the Rule of the Apostolate? “– I  charge you – Go – Be urgent – Speak! 
– Announce – Rebuke – Write – Do not cease!”  Do you know the Rule 
of the Apostolate by memory?  Could you see this as a means to renewing 
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and keeping your zeal alive? Do you look upon yourself as an apostle in 
today’s world? If so, what does it do to you? If not, why not?
 7. The Founder wrote: “At least once a week, examine whether an apostolic 
spirit prevails   everywhere  in  the Society. If you find it lacking, pray with 
all your strength and, full of holy zeal, introduce it!” [SD I.197.2]. What 
does this say to you personally? As a community member?
 8. Reflect on the qualities that our Founder says should characterize an 
apostle. Would you add other qualities? Which? Why? Recall a time when 
you had to be especially resourceful or persevering or gentle and strong. 
Thank God for his part in it and the way God used you.
9. With regard to Father Jordan’s charge: “Pray constantly,” did you find 
some practical helps from his way of  living  this out? Can you share some 
of your experiences with another?
1�. Our times, more than ever, need proclamation, announcement of the 
truth!  How can  this  happen in my environment, my ministry, workplace, 
family or community? Am I willing to “Do and Dare as the Apostles 
did?”

____________

SOME HELPS FOR PERSONAL REVIEW OF LIFE

1. Do I read the Acts of the Apostles frequently?  At least, once a month, 
or a chapter a week? What effect does this have on me?  If I do not read it, 
what holds me back from using this inspired source of apostolic formation, 
ongoing formation and transformation?
2. Stop and reflect: Do I announce the truth, whether by witness of life, 
word or work, in a way that makes others question: “What should we do?” 
[cf. Acts 2:37�� John 6:28].       
3. Out of his own personal experience, the Founder encourages us to a 
“mighty” trust in God: “Through immense confidence in God, you share 
in God’s omnipotence” [SD II.7.3]. Do I radiate such a faith-filled trust 
and at-homeness with God in my daily living? 
4. Recall some event in your life, in which God truly took over and brought 
you through. Share this experience with someone. Do I instill trust and 
optimism in others as part of an apostolic spirit?
�. Share with someone else, or write in your journal the way the Lord has 
led and is still  leading you from  leaving  nets, boat, father, friends to 



- 91 -

leaving everything. Ask him to help you recognize his finger pointing the 
way,  touching   you, anointing you with the oil of gladness. Savor all of 
this in his presence. Simply let the Lord look on  you  and  love  you. 
6. Take some time and reflect prayerfully on these words of John Paul II.  
He reminds us that we need again and again to  ask the Lord to renew the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit… in order to continue the work of the new 
evangelization … A person imbued with the Spirit of Christ brings this 
Spirit to the world…You will succeed to the extent  that  the Eucharist is 
at the center of your life, and you make prayer the life-breath of your daily 
activity... “constant dialogue with the Lord,” will help you not to succumb 
to the “spirit of the times”…. Approach all with a great and free heart, in  
order to lead your brothers and sisters gently but firmly to live fully their 
vocation as children of the one heavenly Father who desires that all be 
saved (cf. 1 Tm 2:4).69
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