
71

Salvatorian Spirituality:

The Centrality of the Cross

by

Sr. Jean Schafer, SDS

Introduction.

The mystery of the cross is central to Christian faith. This mystery 

forms one of the cornerstones in the spirituality of Salvatorians — 

envisioned by Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan as an important 

means toward purifying our apostolic motivations. When we are 

able to see God’s hand in all events, including the hard times we face 

personally or communally, we are able to go forward with conÞ dence 

and zeal, believing God brings good from any struggle. This article is 

an attempt to explore the spirituality of the cross in various contexts 

of our spiritual journey, hoping this will enliven our conÞ dence in 

God. Fr. Jordan’s intention was that his foundation “will be aimed 

especially at popularizing theological truths and so to make them 

accessible to the people!” [SD1. I 118 (3)] By enhancing our own 

insights into a spirituality of the cross we will be better equipped to 

offer those insights to others of our day, so they too are able to live 

life’s challenges with faith and thus sense their discipleship. The 

spirituality of the cross helps us understand how daily life prepares 

us for and opens us to Eternal Life. By reß ecting on how the cross 

is revealed in our lives we strengthen our faith in the belief that God 

walks with us and is saving us. 

This reß ection offers four ‘postures’ that our lives might assume 

relative to deepening a spirituality of the cross: 

– Walking toward the cross 

(Þ nding Life through creative Þ delity); 

– Carrying the cross 

(freeing Life through liberation from idolatry); 

– Standing beneath the cross 

(choosing Life through discernment in the NOW); and 

– Embracing the cross (integrating Life through 

reconciliation of differences). 

1. Walking toward the Cross: 

1. We begin by reß ecting on an ancient Celtic cross, dating between 

455 and 700. Its design testiÞ es to the faith of early Christian 

sojourners on their life path, centuries ago.

2. The many crisscrossing lines on the shaft signify the complexities 

of human life, with its many ups-and-downs, intersections and dead 

ends. These lines also show the constraints and limitations that all 

human beings face in life. The design conveys a central Christian 

belief — life is never-ending and the twisting patterns of life are 

leading us somewhere. For believers, life’s constraints are not 

our fate, not our Þ nal destiny. Rather we see, immersed in life’s 

complexity, “God-with-us” — the Trinity: – The Creator (1) holds 

up our world. 

3. – The Spirit (2) provides the light of Scripture to illumine our 

path. 

– At the very center of our way, we see the Cross (3). But Jesus is 

not on that cross. Jesus is our Risen Lord! He proclaims to us that 

death is not 
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Þ nal. Our way leads toward our true destiny — Eternal Life! 

Living life’s daily challenges is the process through which we grow 

in Þ delity. In consciously walking into this process we discover our 

creativity. 

2. We Þ nd life through our creative Þ delity. This is a far different 

quality of faithfulness than perseverance. Perseverance may be only 

‘hanging on for the long haul’ devoid of love or dedication. Creative 

Þ delity, on the other hand, is Þ delity of intensity, of intentionality. 

Creative Þ delity matures us; through it we discover love. 

Life will bring suffering. Scripture reveals how God is ever-present 

to those who suffer. God walks with the people in their sufferings 

and struggles. Jesus, our ‘God-with-us’, took on human suffering. 

He is the Com-Passionate One. Jesus intentionally walked toward 

the cross. We name Him “the CruciÞ ed” – a term conveying not only 

permanence, but also profound intentionality. For all eternity, Jesus 

remains “He who bears the wounds of suffering on his risen body.” 

Scripture also recounts how the apostles encountered struggles 

as they walked the roads announcing the Good News. St. Paul 

describes all the dangers he suffered and concludes, “I am content 

with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for 

the sake of Christ….” (2 Cor. 11: 23-29; 12:10) Thus Paul walked 

toward life’s cross! The women apostles had walked toward both 

cross and tomb. They went to serve the One Who suffered. Through 

their creative Þ delity they found Life and Love, and their silent 

service became a bold proclamation: “Jesus lives!” 

Fr. Jordan trusted in Divine Providence in the face of his many 

conß icts and troubles. By meditating on the cross he was able to 

live his vocation in single-hearted and creative Þ delity. He wrote 

in his Spiritual Diary “The whole life of Christ was a cross and a 

martyrdom.” [SD I 189 (2)] “Whoever wishes to Þ nd grace, let him 

never take his eyes from the cross, whether My providence be 

visiting with sorrow or with joy.” [SD I 34 (2)] Fr. Jordan realized 

he would be able to fulÞ ll his vocation only through walking the 

pathway of the CruciÞ ed One in creative Þ delity and single-hearted 

love: “Through Him, the CruciÞ ed, in Him, the CruciÞ ed, with Him, 

the CruciÞ ed, begin, proceed, persevere in working for the glory of 

God and for the salvation of souls. Amen.” [SD I 118 (2)] 

The Church afÞ rms that walking toward the cross is integral to 

one’s lifelong vocation journey. In the Apostolic Exhortation, Vita 

Consecrata3. (VC) Pope John Paul II writes, “Their (consecrated 

persons’) Þ delity to the One Love is revealed and conÞ rmed in the 

humility of a hidden life, in the acceptance of sufferings…, in silent 

sacriÞ ce and abandonment to God’s holy will, and in serene Þ delity 

even as their strength and personal authority wane.” (VC #24). “The 

Rule of Life of the Salvatorian Sisters states, “The cross of Jesus 

belongs to our Salvatorian vocation, for in the cross is salvation and 

life. We unite with Christ in our personal sufferings, in difÞ culties 

and in the daily demands of our apostolic life. Love moves us to 

follow Jesus in voluntary sacriÞ ce.” (RoL Art. 34). 

These passages refer to living consecrated chastity. Yet, all who 

have consecrated themselves in marriage or priesthood or as a 

dedicated single person, experience similar challenges as they try to 

sustain intentionality and creative Þ delity on their unique vocational 

journeys. To sustain one’s love throughout the different phases of 

life necessitates walking toward the cross. Fr. Jordan afÞ rms this as 

he speaks to all of us, “It is my most ardent wish that you all seek to 

penetrate deeply into the mystery of the cross, into the love of the 

cross, so that you may love suffering. If you do this, then I have a 

well-founded hope that you will all persevere, that you will obtain 

your crown, and that you will lead many souls to heaven.” (EA4. 32 

‘Love of the Cross’) 
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“This (i.e., creative Þ delity in one’s daily life) is Eternal Life,to 

know You, the One True God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You have 

sent.” (John 17:3)

2. Carrying the Cross: 

A second posture we might assume in living our spirituality of the 

cross is that of ‘carrying the cross.’ Our symbol is the empty cross. 

Jesus carried a cross because he was committed to the proclamation 

of the Reign of God. The Reign of God announced salvation to 

people as total liberation from all that oppressed them, from all forms 

of idolatry that held them captive. Jesus challenged his listeners, 

“Whoever does not take up his/her cross and follow after me is 

not worthy of me, cannot be my disciple.” (Matt. 10: 38; Lk. 14: 

27). “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself/herself, 

take up his/her cross, and follow me.” (Matt. 16: 24; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 

9:23). 

Already in the Hebrew Scriptures, God’s plan of liberation had 

been revealed. The writer of the Book of Wisdom spoke out against 

idolatry, announcing that it is God’s Power and Providence alone, 

which saves. This scriptural passage from Wisdom is a cross-

reference to the passage we treasure as the core of our Salvatorian 

charism, John 17:3.“Again, one preparing for a voyage and about 

to traverse the wild waves cries out to wood more unsound than 

the boat that bears him. …But your providence, O Father! guides 

it, for you have furnished even in the sea a road, and through the 

waves a steady path…For blest is the wood through which justice 

comes about;…But you, our God, are good and true, slow to anger, 

and governing all with mercy. For even if we sin we are yours, and 

know your might; but we will not sin, knowing that we belong to 

you. For to know you well is complete justice and to know your 

might is the root of immortality.” (Wis. 14: 1, 3, 7; 15: 1-3). Through 

wood (the cross) God was to bring about justice. Those who clung to 

that wood, rather than to substitutes (idols), would Þ nd knowledge, 

justice and liberate Life. 

As we set our hearts on God, our lives on helping to establish God’s 

Reign, we too begin to break from subtle forms of idolatry. Idolatry 

blocks us from doing justice. By carrying the cross of self-emptying, 

by letting-go of what might be blocking our access to God, we 

undergo the process of conversion of mind and heart. We gradually 

become interiorly free and available to God’s Reign. No longer held 

by threats to our reputation, to our status, no longer held by the 

lure of consumerism, of competition or of self-righteousness, we 

gradually become free to struggle against forms of idolatry in our 

culture and society that deny certain types of people their human 

rights and freedoms. 

By carrying the cross that helps us know God and thereby know 

justice, we become free to serve others. The Church afÞ rms this. 

“Fidelity to God (and to Christ’s saving presence) inspires devotion 

to neighbor, ….generously serving the poor and the sick, sharing the 

hardships of others and participating in the concerns and trials of the 

church.” (VC #24). 

We cannot work for the Reign of God if we have two masters. As 

Jesus went from town to town, he taught the people, “Seek Þ rst 

God’s kingship over you. God’s way of holiness and all these things 

will be given you besides.” (Matt. 6:33) “Where your treasure is, 

there your heart is also.” (Matt. 6:21) “The Reign of God is like a 

buried treasure, which someone found in a Þ eld. S/he hid it again, 

and rejoicing at her/his Þ nd, went and sold all s/he had and bought 

the Þ eld.” (Matt. 13: 44). 

When the early Rules of Fr. Jordan’s Catholic Teaching Society 

were being re-written by Msgr. Jacquemin in February 1886, Fr. 
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Jordan wrote in his Spiritual Diary, “Why are you afraid to take up 

the cross, which leads to the Kingdom? 

In the cross is salvation, in the cross is life… 

In the cross is infusion of heavenly sweetness. 

In the cross is perfection of sanctity. 

Take up your cross, then, and follow Jesus, and you shall go into 

everlasting life.” [SD I 189 (1)] In June of 1886 Fr. Jordan received 

approbation of his Society’s Rule. 

Blessed Mary of the Apostles also understood how Þ delity in 

carrying the cross would eventually lead her to her mission Þ eld. On 

Nov. 21, 1879 she wrote in her Diary, “What is more beautiful than 

to work in a spirit of sacriÞ ce, even of martyrdom, for the salvation 

of souls.” On another occasion she wrote, “Carrying the cross brings 

happiness; refusing it does not.” 

As Salvatorians, we continue the unÞ nished mission of Jesus. 

Bringing about justice is a painful process because myriad forces of 

idolatry continue to hold subtle power in our world. The Salvatorian 

Sisters Rule states, we are to be “ready for any sacriÞ ce even to the 

cross.” (RoL Art. 7) We may be misunderstood, even persecuted, 

by those resistant to the Reign of God. Yet, by carrying the cross of 

justice and service, we advance that Reign and help to liberate those 

who still “sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. “ 

“This (i.e., liberation from idolatry in daily life) is Eternal Life, to 

know You, the One True God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You have 

sent.” (John 17:3)

3. Standing under the Cross 

“Standing under the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.” (John 19:25) 

The posture of ‘standing under the cross’ is a challenging one. The 

women disciples of the CruciÞ ed Jesus had to overcome fear in 

order to remain boldly with Jesus under the cross. By that posture 

they chose Life over death. 

Standing under the cross symbolizes the spiritual posture of 

‘standing in the Eternal NOW,’ that moment which joins our past 

and our future. NOW is the only moment we control with the gift of 

free will given us by God. 

NOW is the only moment in which we ultimately decide everything 

about our lives and our mission. Our lives are a succession of such 

decision points, seemingly small most of the time. Yet ultimately, 

who we become and what we do in life is the sum of the countless 

decisions we make moment-by-moment — as we choose Life. 

Jesus lived his life as a continual self-emptying. Despite the 

temptations offered by others to use divine power to overcome 

oppressors, Jesus chose God’s plan of humility and abandonment. 

“Your attitude must be that of Christ: Though he was in the form of 

God, he did not deem equality with God something to be grasped at. 

Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, being born 

in human likeness. He was known to be of human estate, and it was 

thus that he humbled himself, obediently accepting death, death on 

a cross!” (Phil. 2: 58; Rule Art. 22) 

Father Jordan understood the signiÞ cance of standing under the 

cross. He speaks to us of this belief, “I long for your happiness, your 

peace here below, your salvation, your welfare, your blessedness. 

And so it is my wish that you ever more and more study the cross 

and suffering and resignation in suffering, that you be convinced 

that only in the shadow of the cross do the fruits of salvation thrive.” 

(EA 32 ‘Love of the Cross’) Jordan repeated this theme in his own 
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Diary, “The works of God prosper only in the shadow of the cross.” 

[SD I 163 (6)] 

Life’s questions — Who am I becoming? What am I meant to do? 

How can I best serve others? What is God asking of us? Where 

ought we go? — are best asked standing beneath the cross of Love. 

This is the posture of discernment. Assuming that posture we may 

be conÞ dent that God will guide us toward choosing Life through 

our decisions. 

Fr. Jordan wrote in his Diary, “When you want to do a thing, ask 

yourself Þ rst of all: of what use is this for eternity?” [SD I 10 (2)] 

This stance — of seeking the will of God in all things — made Fr. 

Jordan model his life on that of Jesus, Whom he sought to proclaim. 

Jesus lived in a continual dialogue of love and obedience with his 

Father. “It is not to do my own will that I have come down from 

heaven, but to do the will of him who sent me…It is the will of him 

who sent me that I should lose nothing of what he has given me; 

rather that I should raise it up on the last day. Indeed, this is the will 

of my Father, that everyone who looks upon the Son and believes 

in him shall have eternal life. Him (her) I will raise upon on the last 

day.” (John 6:38-40) 

Toward the end of his life, Fr. Jordan wrote in his Diary, “Thabor 

– Calvary.” [23.02.1918 SD IV 39 (5)] He had come to understand 

the intimate relationship of sacriÞ ce and glory. He had experienced 

how obedience in difÞ cult moments led to fruitfulness. Within a few 

months he would pass through his Þ nal death unto Eternal Life. Fr. 

Jordan died on September 8, 1918. That linkage, Tabor – Calvary, is 

also the theme in Vita Consecrata (#23-24): “Consecrated persons 

discover that the more they stand at the foot of the cross of Christ, 

the more immediately and profoundly they experience the truth of 

God, who is love.” (VC #24). 

The scriptural passage we treasure as the core of our Salvatorian 

charism, John 17:3, has another cross-reference that clariÞ es further 

the fruition gained by standing under the cross. “We know too, that 

the Son of God has come and has given us discernment to recognize 

the One who is true. And we are in the One who is true, for we are 

in his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.” (John 

5: 20). Through a life of discernment, given us by Jesus, we learn to 

recognize Truth; we learn to choose Life. Jesus promised us, “I am 

the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father.” 

(John 14: 6-7) To stand under the cross in discernment culminates 

in knowing God. 

“This (i.e. discernment in the NOW) is Eternal Life, to know You, 

the One True God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You have sent.” (John 

17:3) 

4. Embracing the Cross 

Human life is Þ lled with seeming dualities and opposites, and 

sometimes with tensions that grow into irreconcilable contradictions. 

The yin/yang Chinese symbol (right) expresses duality and a need 

for integration. Yin – the female principal (earth, dark, cold) and 

yang – the male principal (heaven, heat, light) are each incomplete, 

inadequate without the other. 
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ence, whenever we are unable to realize that the contradictions 

we spot in others also reside within ourselves, we risk separating 

ourselves from those whom we do not understand or cannot accept. 

Often this leads to conß ict and trauma. When there is no dialogue 

or effort to work out the tension of differences, people become 

imprisoned by those differences.5. 

People then attempt to employ power techniques to gain control over 

the other or to scapegoat the other. This creates a potentially ‘dia-

bolic’ situation (i.e. one that isolates, rejects, divides and destroys). 

Violence, whether interpersonal or in larger social contexts, may 

usually be traced back to divisions that resulted from unresolved 

differences leading to separation, suspicion and fear. 

St. Paul attested, “The language of the cross remains nonsense for 

those who are lost. Yet, for us who are saved, it is the power of 

God.” (1 Cor. 1:18). This power arose from the embrace by Jesus of 

violence, division and conß ict. An embrace is the human posture that 

expresses love. Jesus embraced his cross and through that posture, 

he destroyed hostility, reconciling all things with God. 

Those who separated themselves from Jesus and ridiculed his 

teaching later taunted him not to embrace the cross, but to reject 

it. Then, and only then, would they ‘believe.’ “Let the Messiah, the 

King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe.” (Mk. 15:32). “He saved others; he cannot save himself. So 

he is the King of Israel!? Let him come down from the cross now, 

and we will believe in him.” (Matt. 27: 42) 

But Jesus’ embrace of violence was radical and Þ rm: “You have 

heard the commandment, ‘You shall love your countrymen, but hate 

your enemy.’ My commandment to you is: love your enemies, prayer 

for your persecutors. This will prove that you are children of your 

heavenly Father, for God’s sun rises on the bad and the good; God 

rains on the just and the unjust. …In a word, you must be perfect as 

your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matt. 5: 43-45, 48) This embrace 

re-integrated the human with the divine, sinner with God, and a 

community of believers was born. Differences were reconciled and 

there “were no more distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and 

free, male and female, but all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 

3: 28) 

St. Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, recognized the profound power of 

that embrace: “But now in Christ Jesus you, who once were far off, 

have been brought near through the blood of Christ. It is he who is 

our peace, and who made the two of us one by breaking down the 

barrier of hostility that kept us apart. In his own ß esh he abolished 

the law with its commands and precepts, to create in himself one new 

person from us, who had been two, and to make peace, reconciling 

both of us to God in one body through his 

cross, which put that enmity to death… 

through him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father.” (Eph. 2: 13-19) The 

unthinkable had happened: salvation was 

open to all; all were one through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus! 

Fr. Jordan embraced the cross often in his 

life. One great struggle he had to embrace 

was that of Þ nding a balance within the 

spirituality of his institute. The heavy 

cross of disagreement he had with Francis 

Streitel 

In conclusion, we have many opportunities 

in daily life to exercise our Salvatorian 

spirituality of the cross and concerned 

whether to live apostolic poverty for the 
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sake of the mission or to live austere poverty for the sake of personal 

holiness. This struggle caused Fr. Jordan a great deal of inner 

suffering, as well as misunderstandings with church authorities. 

During this period of his life (Nov. 11, 1884) he wrote to Mother 

Mary in Neuwerk, 

“…The Lord does all things well and does not desert anyone who 

puts trust in Him. Let us keep on striving to be 

Þ lled with apostolic spirit; to suffer apostolically, to pray apostolically; 

to work apostolically. Let us remain in intimate union with the 

CruciÞ ed, and never let ourselves be separated from Him…” Jordan 

embraced this cross as the separation of the sisters of Francis Streitel 

from Fr. Jordan’s institute took place on Oct. 12, 1885. 

Fr. Jordan later asked Mother Mary three times, “Do you love the 

cross?” She answered three times, “Yes, I do!” (letter June 24, 1902). 

The General Statutes of the Salvatorian Sisters state, “In a spirit 

of conversion we willingly embrace difÞ culties and the self-giving 

required by our apostolic and community life.” (GS 8.7) Fr. Jordan 

treasured a spirit of collaboration 

differences and work together for the salvation of souls. Just as Jesus 

died for all, according to the Sisters’ Rule of Life, “…our apostolic 

charity extends to everyone without distinction.” (RoL Art. 5) As 

Salvatorians strive to collaborate and extend love to everyone without 

distinction, we integrate salviÞ c love into life’s daily challenges. 

That posture opens attitudinal ‘prisons’ by bringing the dualities, the 

differences, the monologues, together in the embrace of dialogue. 

This is a ‘sym-bolic’ action, which opens the way to forgiveness, 

reconciliation, and peace. It is the way of salvation that sets people 

free. It integrates the tensions of life. Such inclusive love forms 

community and creates a family of believers, “Seeing his mother 

there, with the disciple whom he loved, Jesus said to his mother, 

‘Mother, here is your son.’ In turn he said to the disciple, ‘There is 

your mother.’ From that hour onward, the disciple took her into his 

care.” (John 19: 26-27) 

“This (integrating dualities and reconciling differences) is Eternal 

Life, to know You, the One True God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You 

have sent.” (John 17:3). to share it. We may assume various postures 

that draw us into the mystery of the cross as the sign of God’s Love 

in the challenges of our lives, personally and communally: 

1. Living in single-hearted, creative Þ delity (walking toward the 

cross); 

2. Developing a poverty of spirit so as to be freed of idolatry and 

empowered to do justice (carrying the cross);

3. Discerning God’s will in the NOW so as to choose True Life 

(standing under the cross); and 

4. Reconciling differences to form inclusive communities (embracing 

the cross). 

“The language of the cross remains nonsense for those who are lost. 

Yet, for us who are saved, it is the power of God…. The Jews ask for 

miracles and the Greeks for a higher knowledge, while we preach 

a cruciÞ ed Messiah. For the Jews, what a great scandal! And for 

the Greeks, what nonsense! But he is Christ, the power of God and 

the wisdom of God for those called by God among both Jews and 

Greeks.” (1 Cor. 1: 18, 22-24). 

“John Mary Francis of the Cross, therefore: 

– the cross is your life 

– the cross is your salvation 

– the cross is your crown 
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– the cross is your glory 

– the cross is your hope 

– the cross is your shield 

– the cross is your protection 

– the cross is your portion 

– the cross is your joy. 

Hail O cross! Hail, O cross, (our) only hope. 

It belongs to us to glory in the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in 

which is salvation, life and resurrection. The sign of the cross will 

be in heaven, when the Lord comes to judge. 

Behold the cross of the Lord, ß ee, armies of the adversary: the lion 

of the tribe of Juda conquers.” [SD I 179-180] 

“On the cross Jesus’ single-hearted love for the Father and all 

humankind reaches its highest expression, his poverty will reach 

complete self-emptying, his obedience the giving of his very life. 

Jesus on the cross prophetically afÞ rms the absolute transcendence 

of God over all created things. It is in the contemplation of the 

CruciÞ ed Christ that all vocations Þ nd their inspiration.” (VC #23). 

5. Summary: 

Walking toward the cross

Carrying the cross 

Standing under the cross 

Embracing the cross 

John 17:3 

Wis. 14: 7; 15:3 

1 John 5:20 

Matt. 5:43-45, 48 

Celtic cross 

Empty cross 

Mary under the cross 

Yin/yang on the cross 

Creative Þ delity; 

Single-heartedness 

Liberation from idolatry; 

Doing justice 

Discernment; 

Choosing in the NOW 

Reconciliation; 

Peace-making 

Consecrated chastity 

Poverty of spirit 

Obedience 

Community 

Finding LIFE 

Freeing LIFE 

Choosing LIFE 

Integrating LIFE 

Reflection on ‘Postures’ that Help Strengthen a 

Spirituality of the Cross: 

Walking toward the Cross:

(Single-hearted search for True Life) 

– What patterns in my life show my creative Þ delity to Jesus? 

– What patterns in our SDS life show creative Þ delity in our 

mission with Jesus? 
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Carrying the Cross:

(Liberation into True Life) 

– How has my SDS poverty of spirit helped to free me? Helped to 

do justice? 

– How has our SDS poverty of spirit helped to free us? Helped to 

bring justice to others? 

Standing under the Cross:

(Obedience – choosing True Life) 

– How has my SDS life of discernment helped me to say ‘Yes’ to 

God? To choose True Life? 

– How has our SDS life of discernment helped us to say ‘Yes’ to 

God? To inspire others to choose True Life? 

Embracing the Cross:

(Community – integrating Life) 

– How have I helped to bring the peace and reconciliation of Jesus 

into the world through my efforts to build community? 

– How have we helped to bring the peace and reconciliation of 

Jesus into the world through our actions as a community?
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Salvatorian Institutions:

Carriers of Our Mission

Implementing the Key Elements

by

Sr. Grace Mary Croft, SDS

Throughout our Salvatorian history, and until today, Salvatorians 

have looked for, and found, simple and creative ways to respond to 

the needs of their time.   These “all ways and means” have involved 

using space in our convents, rectories, monasteries or homes to 

conduct classes for children of immigrants or children who could not 

receive a place in school, to house elderly people without family, to 

provide day care for children at risk, to give comfort and aid to the 

sick, and more.  In some climates, the shade of trees has provided the 

venue for kindergarten classes, evangelization classes, leadership 

development for women, etc.  What these efforts have in common 

is that they were, and are, manifestations of our Salvatorian mission 

and most have in one way or another become institutionalized 

with the consequent demands of meeting government regulations, 

of organizational and long range planning, of Þ nding Þ nancial 

resources, etc.  

Our institutions – schools, hospitals, parishes, publishing centers, 

clinics  - that bear the name Salvatorian are carriers of our mission.   

The heart of these institutions is our Salvatorian Mission with an 

urgency rooted in social justice, in solidarity with the poor and 

excluded, and in a desire to bring Life, that is Salvation, to all.


