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Abstract:Abstract:Abstract:Abstract: The author argues that a specific Salvatorian spirituality 
not only exists but also ought to hold a significant place among 
Christian spiritualities. He grounds this argument in his 
understanding of five specific characteristics: Christ the Savior 
as Exemplar, Being, Action, Methodology and Inclusive Love. 

 

Knowing and living the specific spirituality of a religious institute  
is fundamental for the efficacy of its mission in the Church and in  
the world. The lack of a vigorous spirituality weakens the sense of  
belonging among its members and often renders truly joint efforts  
impossible. During his lifetime, Fr. Jordan himself complained that  
many Salvatorians instead of deepening and living the spirituality  
of the Society, sought out and were inspired by that of other religious  
institutes. 1 

If we, Salvatorians, want to renew our life and mission, it is absolutely  
necessary for us to discover, deepen and love our own spirituality.  
All of our renewal work will be worth little if it is not guided by  
a spirituality that is specifically our own. In “Annales SDS,” the  
second Salvatorian Superior General, Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, wrote  
and published some reflections about Salvatorian spirituality2 . 

Since than, much to the detriment of our Salvatorian identity as  
well as the living of our charism, spirituality and mission, very little  
has been done to elucidate and systematize the understanding of  
our specific Salvatorian spirituality. In reality, it is very difficult to  
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be faithful to a mission and to incarnate a spirituality that is little  
known. A religious without a clear awareness of his/her mission and  
spirituality is a religious without self-identity. 

Because of this need, I would like to share with the whole Salvatorian  
Family (women and men, lay and religious) some of the reflection  
that has taken place within the International Charism Commission in  
Rome. What I share here is the result of years of research and study  
by CIS (Inter-Salvatorian Commission).3 Obviously, this article is a  
summary that will require further development and deepening.  

1. Christian Spir1. Christian Spir1. Christian Spir1. Christian Spiritualityitualityitualityituality    

Christian spirituality is a vast topic. It includes many aspects and  
challenges flowing from the life and message of Jesus Christ. It is  
difficult even impossible, to define it. In addition, any definition  
would be inadequate. What one can do, nevertheless, is to describe  
it in various ways. We are very familiar with some of the classic  
descriptions of spirituality: 

• identification with the will of the Father 

• life directed by the Spirit 

• life of grace 

• following Jesus Christ. 

These and other descriptions are certainly correct, even though  
incomplete. They describe complementary aspects. To be authentic,  
any description of Christian spirituality must always begin with the  
following of Jesus Christ. In effect, it is Jesus who reveals the Father  
to us.  It is Jesus who sends us his Holy Spirit… On the other hand,  
Jesus presents himself as the Way to be followed, the Truth to be  
accepted and the Life to be lived. Christian spirituality originates in  
baptism and consists, essentially, in a growing identification with  
Christ in his paschal mystery. 
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The actual demands of following Jesus Christ make themselves  
known within history and within the happenings that concretely  
characterize human existence. In this sense, Christian spirituality  
is historical and is founded in the lived reality of persons. Life’s  
events point to evangelical values which,  in real life, indicate  
the way to follow Jesus. Because of the diversity of historical  
experiences, different values and emphasis emerge as important.  
This results in different spiritualities at different times and in  
different places. 

Thus, within the same Christian spirituality, it is possible for diverse  
spiritualities to arise, even though, basically there exists only one  
Christian spirituality inspired by Jesus Christ. Each day, in every  
concrete situation, we experience the call to conversion in a different  
way. Thus, there arise different paths that lead to a unique following  
of Jesus Christ. In this sense, within a single Christian spirituality,  
there exist different specific Christian spiritualities. These are not  
essentially different from one another, for they have the same origin  
and identity. 

The gospels show us that Jesus himself presents his followers with  
two distinct ways to follow him. The apostles are called to follow  
him more closely, leaving everything: profession, family, goods…  
The other disciples are to follow him while remaining in the world,  
with their families, practicing their professions, etc. Persons with  
different lifestyles and different commitments, live the same basic  
spirituality in a different way. Thus, we speak of a contemplative  
spirituality, a matrimonial spirituality, an apostolic-missionary  
spirituality…   

2. Salvatorian Spirituality2. Salvatorian Spirituality2. Salvatorian Spirituality2. Salvatorian Spirituality    

With a foundation in Christian spirituality, as well as in values  
proper to religious life, notably specific Salvatorian values,  
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we can also speak of a Salvatorian spirituality. Our Founder  
perceived the necessity of a special mission in the life of the  
Church and for this reason founded the Salvatorian Family.  
Salvatorian spirituality in itself, happens to the extent that we  
live out our Salvatorian charism and mission. As long as the  
charism and the mission underlie, nurture and characterize our  
spiritual life, we can speak of a Salvatorian spirituality. To the  
extent that the Salvatorian charism and mission penetrate our  
spiritual and apostolic life, we constitute a Christian community  
with its specific spirituality. 

Like charism and mission, Salvatorian spirituality is also a vast and  
all embracing concept. We can speak about it using five basic points  
of reference: 

• Christ Our exemplar 

• Salvatorian Being 

• Salvatorian Action 

• Salvatorian Methodology 

• Inclusive Love (Universality) 

2.1. Christ the Savior, Ou2.1. Christ the Savior, Ou2.1. Christ the Savior, Ou2.1. Christ the Savior, Our Exemplarr Exemplarr Exemplarr Exemplar    

Salvatorian spirituality is totally centered in Christ Jesus, the One  
who is consecrated (Christ) to be Savior (Jesus). Fr. Jordan is very  
clear when he affirms, “He (Christ Jesus) is our mentor.”4  And  
he insists: “Let this be our motto: I must become like my divine  
model.”5   

The inspiration, the exemplar, of our Salvatorian spirituality is  
Christ the Savior. For us, He is the Christ; that is, the Anointed  
One, the consecrated One, the One sent to be Jesus, which is to say,  
Savior. He is our example, par excellence, the one who inspires  
our way of being and acting. He reveals to us the immense love  
of the Father who desires that all be saved.6  In him  is revealed  
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the glory of God the Savior. “The Word became flesh and made  
his dwelling among us, and we have seen his glory: the glory  
of an only Son coming from the Father, filled with grace and  
truth.”7 

It is Jesus the Savior who integrates all the elements of human  
experience, guaranteeing our unity. In him and with him, we  
discover our Salvatorian identity. From him we learn to give  
ourselves in love: “He emptied himself and took the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.”8 In light of his mission as Savior,  
he became poor, chaste and obedient, forming community with  
his apostles. He freed himself from all possible chains, directing  
his entire life toward his mission to save all people.9   In order to  
find the strength to be faithful  until the end, he sought  to remain  
in constant union with the Father, even spending entire nights in  
prayer.10   

Inspired by our mentor, Christ Jesus, and through the saving love of  
the Father revealed in him, we also commit ourselves through the  
profession of the evangelical counsels, taking on his life of poverty,  
chastity, obedience and apostolate.11  Following his example, we  
seek to maintain a healthy balance between contemplation and  
action.12  Called, attracted and finally captivated by him, we commit  
ourselves to a life of faith and service within community, always in  
light of our Salvatorian mission.13 

In the daily effort to incarnate the example of Christ the Savior, we  
find in Mary, the Mother of the Savior and Queen of the Apostles,  
as well as in the Apostles themselves, precious examples and  
intercessors.14   With Mary, the humble servant of the Lord, full of  
grace, we glorify God for the wonders he has realized in the depths  
of our being.15   Together Mary and the holy apostles, anointed by  
the Holy Spirit, inspire us to follow the Savior.16   With them, we  
exclaim in the fullness of our being. “The Father has sent his Son  
as Savior of the world.”17 
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2.2. The Savior’s Being2.2. The Savior’s Being2.2. The Savior’s Being2.2. The Savior’s Being————Our Salvatorian BeingOur Salvatorian BeingOur Salvatorian BeingOur Salvatorian Being    

Following the example of Christ the Savior, the primary focus of  
Salvatorian spirituality is the revelation of God the Savior18  in the  
totality of our being and action. Everything ought to proclaim the  
love of God the Savior, for it is this, above all that we are called to  
incarnate in our personal and community life. 

Referring to the Salvatorian mission, the Founder speaks of  
proclaiming the glory of God.19  He refers continually to the glory  
of God in his Spiritual Diary.20  Impelled by the Holy Spirit, we are  
called to “glorify, everywhere, God the Father, his Son Jesus Christ  
and the Holy Spirit.21 In other words, we are called “to reveal to all  
and glorify everywhere God the Father, his Son Jesus Christ and  
the Holy Spirit.”22  Speaking to the lay people of the Society, Jordan  
affirms the same thing in language more accessible to them. “…we  
aspire to reveal to the world God, one and three: the Father, the Son  
and the Holy Spirit.”23 

Jesus Christ, our exemplar, not only reveals the Father through  
his words and actions but also through his entire way of being  
and acting. Everything in Him reveals the love of God the Savior.  
Everything he is and does points to the realization of his mission.  
“I have given you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave  
me to do”.24   He not only reveals the Father in his attitudes but  
also is the personal revelation of the Father. “If you really knew  
me, you would know my Father also.”25 “…and whoever looks  
on me is seeing him who sent me.”26  Jesus is one with the Father.  
“I am in the Father and the Father in me.”27 We, as persons  
marked  by a thirst for the absolute in the saving God, are called  
to follow Jesus the Savior and proclaim to all his saving and  
freeing love. 

Thus, like our mentor, Christ the Savior, who is one with the Father,  
we are called to discover the integration  of our whole person in  
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contemplation and action, stripping ourselves of all that is not eternal,  
of all that does not reflect our divine model. Only in this way will we  
be living signs of God’s saving love, capable of attracting others to  
him and his mission. “As you Father, are in me and I in you, I pray  
that they may be one in us, that the world may believe that you sent  
me.”28 In fact, the effectiveness of our Salvatorian mission in the  
world depends on our practical capacity to be revelatory signs of the  
love of the Saving God. “In his great mercy the Divine Savior has  
called us to become images of himself,  to become as much like him  
as possible… to become holy”.29  

It is moving to see how Fr. Jordan pushes himself to live all that  
he recommends to us. He encourages himself. “See everything in  
the light of faith. Let everything you think, say and do be guided by  
faith. The just live by faith.”30  He is aware that personal liberation  
is the combined result of the action of God and our human efforts.  
For this reason, he urges the early members of the Society: “Be men  
of prayer”.31  “Imitate, therefore, the Savior, being men of prayer…  
With this you will be giving glory to God. Our times need men of  
prayer….”32  In addition, for himself, he proposes seven hours of  
daily prayer.33  With this deep experience of God as a starting point,  
one understands the ardent apostolic zeal of our Founder.34   

2.3. The Savior’s Action 2.3. The Savior’s Action 2.3. The Savior’s Action 2.3. The Savior’s Action –––– Salvatorian Action Salvatorian Action Salvatorian Action Salvatorian Action    

Our apostolic action or apostolate takes its inspiration from the  
action of Christ the Savior, who came to bestow eternal life in  
abundance upon everyone.35   Father Jordan points to Jesus, saying:  
“Think of what the Savior himself did for the salvation of souls.  
Think of how the holy apostles notably St. Paul labored  for the  
salvation of souls.”36   “In order for the reign of God to occur, it is 
necessary that those whom God has called to abandon everything,  
truly proclaim Jesus Christ through their words and life witness.”37   
On another occasion the Founder insists for himself: “…so that all  
may be imbued with Your sacred doctrine and that I, at the end,  
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burning with Your charity, may pour out my life for You, that is,  
for your glory. Amen.”38   Following the Savior, our greatest efforts  
ought to reflect the twofold dimension of proclaiming salvation: to to to to     
revealrevealrevealreveal the Savior God in the fullness of our being through witness  
and action; and to saveto saveto saveto save, to liberate; that is, make life happen in a  
way that it be permanent, eternal. 

Before he proposes our mission to us, Jordan insists for himself:  
“Never forget the wonderful works of God... In all your actions  
and behavior, significant and insignificant, let your guiding  
motto be:  All for the greater glory of God... and for the salvation  
of souls.”39  And he directs us also: “We are called to work for  
the salvation of souls. And how are we to work if we have no  
zeal? … We are called to be the salt of the earth and the light of  
the world.”40 

The goal of our Salvatorian mission is the salvation or liberation  
of the human person. In other words, eternal life; that is, life which  
begins here and now and transcends earthly life. “Eternal life is this:  
to know you, the only true God, and him whom you have sent, Jesus  
Christ.”41   “He who believes has eternal life.”42  

Christ the Savior shows us that eternal life happens not only through  
“works” but also through knowledge;43  that is, through being that  
spills itself out in action. With the entire Church, we labor that the  
Savior and his salvific message be known by all, so that incarnating  
it they can possess eternal life. 

The Savior’s action is characterized by a threefold effort:  
discernment of the Father’s will, in order to reveal it through his  
mission; revelation of the Father and his salvific love for all; and  
sensitivity to human suffering, especially among those marginalized  
by the society. 

Following the example of our mentor, Jesus Christ, Savior of the  
World, our preaching begins in lived experience. “What we have  
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seen and heard we proclaim in turn to you so that you may share  
life with us. This fellowship of ours is with the Father and with  
the Son, Jesus Christ.”44  Because, “We have seen his glory: the  
glory of an only Son coming from the Father, full of grace and  
truth.”45 

To the extent that we incincincincarnate arnate arnate arnate gospel values in our life, following 
the Savior’s example, we necessarily radiateradiateradiateradiate  them to others. In  
the same way, by its very nature yeast exists to ferment and light to  
illuminate.46 

The apostles’ example, in their times, was rooted in the example  
of Jesus. In our day, we are also called to evangelize through evangelize through evangelize through evangelize through     
our life and workour life and workour life and workour life and work, showing everyone the goodness and love of  
God for all people.47  We can understand why Fr. Jordan insisted  
so often on complete availability, apostolic zeal and a love that  
saves. “Therefore again and again, I recommend to you zeal for  
souls.”48   

True apostolic zeal takes its inspiration and nourishment from the 
experience of the love of a God who saves here and now. “Even  
if I speak in tongues…, have the gift of prophecy…, distribute my  
goods to the hungry…, hand over my body to be burned, if I do not  
have love, I gain nothing.”49  The example of our mentor, Jesus  
Christ, also calls us to give special attention to the poor and those  
in need: “When we see the poorest, most abandoned, the lowest  
of men, we must behold in him an immortal soul for which Christ  
died and shed the last drop of His blood.”50  

2.4. The Savior’s Methodology 2.4. The Savior’s Methodology 2.4. The Savior’s Methodology 2.4. The Savior’s Methodology ---- Our Methodology Our Methodology Our Methodology Our Methodology    

The approach which should characterize our life and apostolate also  
finds its inspiration in our model, Jesus Christ. ”May each one of  
you be able to say, no matter where he may be, what St. Paul said of 
himself: ‘Be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ’.51  Thus you  
will exert great power of attraction.”52  
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Reading the writings of Fr. Jordan that refer to the Salvatorian 
mission, we note a striking characteristic: the insistent call to form  
lay persons to be apostlesapostlesapostlesapostles or to always involve more peopleinvolve more peopleinvolve more peopleinvolve more people.53   
Looking towards the future of his group, he envisions: ”Oh holy 
apostles hastening throughout the world, evangelizing all!  Oh, 
inscrutable zeal! How often you have been scorned and suppressed  
with the excuse that you are meant for the select few!”54 In the  
person of Jesus Christ, the Father reveals to the world his immense 
and saving love. Jesus became incarnate to reveal the goodness and 
love of God the Savior to all people.55  We are called to follow the 
Savior’s example, using the same approach that he, our Master and 
Lord, used. The one who is the light of the world56  says to us as  
well, ”You are the light of the world….”57  

We know that Jesus did not choose to act alone. From the beginning 
of his public life, he calls persons to follow him and to be his disciples.  
He calls, persuades, motivates and prepares people. And he makes  
them his followersfollowersfollowersfollowers, leadersleadersleadersleaders and successorssuccessorssuccessorssuccessors to continue his mission.  
Jesus calls the twelve to learn from him. They go to him. He teaches,  
forms and sends them forth.58  He forewarns them of the inevitable  
persecutions.59  He encourages them to speak openly, without fear.60    
He tells them simply that to follow him, self-denial is necessary.61    
He sends them forth as his representatives.62  And confides his  
mission to them.63   And then, he continues to accompany them  
through his Spirit, who teaches all truth.64 

The most important methodology of Jesus that we are called  
to follow is the appreciation and love of the human person. It is  
the person who is the center of his preaching, to whom he directs  
all of his saving action. With his disciples, Jesus created a living  
community that was centered in him as a person. He, Jesus, is the  
center of gravity in the lives of the disciples, their destiny and their  
lifestyle. He, in himself, is the methodology, the way to follow. It is  
primarily through his lived experience that he forms his disciples.  
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Proposing the reign of God, Jesus presents himself as the exemplar  
to be followed, Proposing the beatitudes,65 he expresses his own 
experience and spirituality. 

In his mission with the people, Jesus teaches, cures, has compassion, 
pardons…. Even though his life is full of these formative activities 
directed toward the people in general and especially the poor, he  
does not neglect the specific formationformationformationformation of the apostlesof the apostlesof the apostlesof the apostles. He sets  
aside a good part of his time for their instruction and training, giving 
them special explanations.66 Jesus educates not only by teaching but 
also by being Master.67 

Jesus does not hide the exacting requirements that he proposes for  
those who follow him. He demands that they not only be students  
but servants, following the example of the master.68  He demands  
commitment to follow him,69  in insecurity,70  through trials71  and  
to wherever he will go.72 

Faith represents a fundamental value for Jesus. “Do not persist  
in your unbelief, but believe… Blest are they who have not seen  
and have believed.”73  And on another occasion:  ”Why this fear,  
people of little faith!”74  Prayer constitutes a central element in the  
relationship of Jesus with the Father and with human persons. He  
teaches the disciples to pray as he prays.75 The great commandment  
in the following of Jesus is love:  ”remain in my love.”76 There is  
no greater love than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”77  
Jesus must always be the first love in the life of a disciple.78   This  
implies renunciation, even the cross: ”If you want to follow me, deny  
yourself….”79   

Inspired by the example of the Savior and the apostles, who were  
concerned with forming disciples to work with them and eventually  
replace them in their mission, we are called to take on this  
characteristic in our Salvatorian mission. We must involve othersinvolve othersinvolve othersinvolve others,80   
making use of the same dynamic as the Master,81  applying his  
methodology in order to lead others to a commitment. Therefore, as  
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Salvatorians, religious and lay, we cannot act alone or in isolation.  
We need to unite our energies,82 involve83 and form others in order  
to activate their participation and communion. 

Jordan invites us to announce the Savior and salvation, letting  
ourselves be inspired by ”the charity of Christ,”84  allowing ourselves  
to be infected by the love that saves. In this respect, we understand  
why Fr. Jordan insists so much on love as a fundamental element in  
our spirituality.85   For this reason, we also understand Jordan’s great  
trust in Divine ProvidenceDivine ProvidenceDivine ProvidenceDivine Providence as well as his confidence in others, giving  
them responsibilities. We ought to see persons through the eyes of the  
Savior, teaching as he teaches, involving them as he involves them,  
evangelizing as he evangelizes, using the approach he uses. 

2.5. The Savior’s Inclusive Love2.5. The Savior’s Inclusive Love2.5. The Savior’s Inclusive Love2.5. The Savior’s Inclusive Love––––Our Inclusive Love Our Inclusive Love Our Inclusive Love Our Inclusive Love 
(Universality)(Universality)(Universality)(Universality)    

The spirit of the Savior is grounded in an inclusive love which  
desires salvation for everyone. This all inclusive or universal love  
is a basic characteristic of our Salvatorian spirituality. The glory  
of God is the salvation of all men and women. What is important  
is the person to be saved. “But love, I might say, should also be  
like a mother towards her child. It should be true, ready to make  
sacrifices, patient, attentive…. It should embrace all…. If our love is  
from God, then we shall love all…. This universal love is especially  
and specifically for our Society.”86  “Christ died for all; because of  
this, our Society possesses a universal character….87 “Therefore,  
open wide Your hearts and exert yourselves to be all in all, in order  
to win all for Christ.”88  

Thus, inspired by the love of Christ who saves,89  we seek to include  
all persons, without distinction of race, color, class, nationality or  
apostolic activity. Just as we cannot exclude any person, we also  
cannot absolutize any apostolic activity, not even “ours.”  As a  
result, we welcome any activity especially that which corresponds  
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to the real needs of the Church and the people. In doing this, we are  
attentive to the concrete circumstances of time and place, opting  
always for ”the little ones.”90 the poor. 

Our apostolic life is guided by the goodness and love of God for  
all, revealed in the person of the Savior.91 This helps us to be  
faithful to the Founder’s insistent plea which springs forth from  
the depths of his apostolic heart: ”Would be to God, that I could  
save everyone!”92 Inspired by the attitudes of the Savior, he wants  
us to always keep in focus, the human person who is to be saved.  
Everything else is secondary. Jordan often says: ”Everyone,” “to  
everyone.” “through all ways and means….”93  Everyone ought to  
be an agent of transformation, reaching out to everyone, making use  
of all the ways and means that the love of Christ inspires.94  

Hence, we are called to work for the liberation and salvation of  
all people without distinction, as well as the whole in all her/his  
dimensions. In order that this happen, we ought to include everyone;  
that is, the greatest number possible. Embraced by the love of Christ  
who saves, we seek to dynamically develop all the possibilities of  
ongoing (eternal) life. In this, we always work toward the wholeness  
of the human person in all his/her dimensions. We are open to all  
and in principle make use of all ways and means that the love of  
Christ inspires.95  

To the extent that we know how to relativize all that is not for  
the greatest glory of God and the salvation of people, we are  
unmistakably marked by a simplicity of life. The more we grow in  
eternal values, the simpler we become. This requires the constant  
rejection of counter values, so proclaimed and exalted by the world  
around us. Fidelity to the mission demands its price in suffering.   
“Our holy Redeemer became incarnate, took on a life of suffering,  
accepted a painful passion and death in order to save us. And the  
only mission that he confided to his apostles was the salvation of  
human beings.” 96 
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Here, we see the key to understanding the asceticism of the cross  
so characteristic in the life and work of Fr. Jordan. He is convinced  
that,  ”The works of God prosper only in the shadow of the cross,”97  
For him, the cross is a powerful expression of salvific love and an  
instrument of liberation.98   Truthfully, the cross is an indispensable  
condition for the following of Christ.  ”If someone wants to come  
after me, they must deny themselves, take up their cross and follow  
me.”99   It is the price of a greater love.100  Love and the cross journey  
together and complement one another. Both are inherent to life and  
both are instruments of salvation. The more one loves life and the  
more one suffers when it is threatened or suffocated, the less one  
feels the weight of one’s own suffering. Love liberates. ”My yoke is  
easy and my burden light.”101  

[Translation: Carol L. Thresher, SDS] 
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Notes 

1. “Each institute has its own spirit; and just as soon as one deviates  
from it, he finds himself on the wrong road. An apple tree is not  
a pear tree.  And a Franciscan is not a Dominican, a Jesuit is not  
a Trappist.” Exhortations and Admonitions of the Founder (EA)  
English translation, Winfrid Herbst SDS1939, p. 94. 

2. See Salvatorianer Chronik, year 3 number 3, May 1, 1919, and 
following. 

3. CIS (INTER-SALVATORIAN COMMISSION). This is the new 
name for CIP (Interprovincial Collaboration). With the beginning 
of the Association of the Divine Savior (the Lay Salvatorians), 
the name was changed in general assembly, November 1990. CIS 
represents the collaborative efforts of the four Salvatorian units 
in Brazil: Association of the Divine Savior; Sisters of the Divine  
Savior-Sao Paulo Province; Sisters of the Divine Savior-Santa  
Catarina Province; and the Society of the Divine Savior. 

4. EA “Er ist unser Vorbild.” This sentence was left out of the  
English translation but can be found in the original Wortes und  
Ernahnungen, 1938, p. 189. 

5. EA p. 13. 

6. “This is good and acceptable, and God our Savior is pleased with 
it, for he wants all to be saved and to come to know the truth.” 
(1 Tim. 2:3-4). 

7. John 1:14. 

8. Phil. 2:7. 

9. In order to be totally free and to dedicate himself entirely to his  
mission as Savior, Jesus freed himself from all that in one form 
or another, could impede or limit his total availability. See The  
Constitution of the Society of the Divine Savior, 1984, 105. 
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10. See Matt. 14:23; 26:36. Mark 1:35. John 6:14. 

11. See Const. SDS, chapter 3. 

12. See Ibid., 501. 

13. See Ibid., 403 

14. See Ibid., 304. 

15. See Luke 1:46-55. 

16. See John 20:21; Acts 2; Const. SDS, 101, 102. 

17. John 4:14. 

18. See 1 Tim. 1:1; 2:3; 4:10. Eph. 5:23. Phil. 3:20. Titus 1:3; 2:10; 
3:4. 

19. See The Catholic Society, 1878, DSS II, II, p. 13; Smyrna Draft, 
1880, DSS XX.11, pp. 8-9; Donauwörth Draft, 1880, A-1, DSS 
II, p. 67; The Apostolic Teaching Society, B. Lüthen, 1881, I, pp. 
11.14, DSS IV, pp. 29-31; Rules of the First Grade of the Apostolic 
Teaching Society, 1882, p. 3, DSS I, p. 21; Rules and Constitutions 
of the Catholic Teaching Society, 1886, i, 3, pp. 3-4; DSS I, pp. 49- 
50; The Catholic Teaching Society, 1888, p. 3.11, DSS IV, pp. 105, 
113; Constitutions of the Catholic Teaching Society, 1891, I, 3, pp. 
1-2. 

20. See Spiritual Diary of the Founder (SD), English translation, 
Miriam Cerletty, SDS, 1981, I, I.3; 53, 5; 56, 4; 67, 4-5; 119, 1; 149,  
5; 186, 7; 192, 3. 

21. Rules and Constitutions of the Catholic Teaching Society, 1886, 
I, 3, pp. 3-4, DSS I, pp. 49-50. 

22. Ibid. 

23. The Catholic Teaching Society, 1888, I, p. 3, DSS IV, p. 105. 

24. John 17:4. 

 49 

25. John 14:7 

26. John 12:45; See John 14:9-10. 

27. John 14:11. 

28. John 17:21. 

29. EA pp. 12-13. 

30. SD I 136, 5-6. 

31. EA p. 21. 

32. Ibid., p. 22. 

33. See SD I 197, 6-12; 198, 1-5. 

34. See SD II 1, 1-6; 2, 1-5. 

35. See John 10:10. 

36. EA p. 124. 

37. The Catholic Teaching Society, 1888, p. 11; DSS IV, p. 133. 

38. SD I, 120, 3. 

39. Ibid., 167, 2-5. 

40. EA p. 124. 

41. John 17:3. 

42. John 6:47. See John 5:24. 

43. The biblical meaning of the term, “knowledge,’ connotes a 
“lived experience,” See John 17:3. 

44. 1 John 1:3. 

45. John 1:14; See SD II 2,3. 

46. See Matt. 5:13-16; 13:33. John 8:12. 



 50 

47. See Titus 3:1-7. 

48. EA pp. 124-125. 

49. See 1 Cor. 13:1-13. 

50. EA p. 124. 

51. 1 Cor. 4:16. 

52. EA p. 164. 

53. See The Missionary Magazine, 1881, year 1, no. 2. pp. 10-13. 

54. SD I 128, 6-7. 

55. See Titus 3:4. I Tim. 4:10. 

56. See John 8:12. 

57. Matt. 5:14 

58. See Matt. 10:1-41. 

59. See Matt. 10:17-25. 

60. See Matt. 10:26-36. 

61. See Matt. 19:37-39. 

62. See Matt. 10:40-42. 

63. “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” See Matt. 
28:18-20. “Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to 
all creation.” See Mark 16:15. 

64. See John 16:13-14. 

65. See Matt. 5:3-12. 

66. See Mark 4:3-28. 

67. See John 13:4-20. 

 51 

68. See Matt. 10:24-25. 

69. See Matt. 11:29-30. 

70. See Luke 9:57-58. 

71. See Luke 22:22-28. 

72. See John 12:26. 

73. See John 20:24-29. 

74. Matt. 8:26. 

75. See Matt. 6:5-12. Lk. 11:1-4. 

76. John 15:9. 

77. John 15:13. 

78. See Matt. 11:37-39. 

79. Mark 8:34. 

80. See The Missionary Magazine, year 1, no. 2, October 1881, pp. 
10-13. 

81. “Following the example of Jesus Christ and the holy apostles.” 
See Rules and Norms of the Catholic Teaching Society, 1884, p. 
7; DSS I, p. 35. This expression was retained in each of the later 
editions of our rule of life. 

82. See Donauwörth Draft, 1880, DSS II, A-1, p. 69. 

83. See The Missionary Magazine, year 1, no. 2. October 1881, pp. 
10-13. 

84. See 1 Cor. 13:1-13. 

85. “This universal love is especially and specifically for our 
Society.” EA p. 100. 



 52 

86. Ibid. 

87. Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, SDS, Father Jordan and His Foundation, 
p. 291. 

88. Ibid. 

89. See 1 Cor. 13:1-13. 

90. See Rule of the Apostolate, Rules and Norms of the First Order 
of the Catholic Teaching Society, 1884, DSS I pp. 33-34. Translator’s 
note: In Jordan’s writings, the term “little ones,” does not refer only 
to children but rather to anyone marginalized by the society; i.e., the 
poor ones. Many early translations to the Portuguese and English 
have used the word, “children,” thus restricting our understanding. 
See also: Matt. 11:5; 18:2-3; 19:3; 1:14-20; Gal. 4:3; 1 Thess. 2:7. 

91. See Titus 3:4. 1 Tim. 4:10. 

92. SD I 149, 3. 

93. “Omnes,” “ omnibus,” “ omnibus rationibus et mediis.” 

94. See Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, SDS, Annales SDS, 1919, Vol. I, pp. 
211 ss. 

95. See Rules and Constitution of the Catholic Teaching Society, 
1886, pp. 3-4, DSS I, pp. 49-50. 

96. Statutes of the Apostolic Teaching Society 1881, p. 3. DSS II, 
p. 101. 

97. SD I 163, 6. 

98. See SD I 179, 3-5; 180, 1-4. 

99. See Mark 8:34-38. 

100. John 15:13. 

101. Matt. 11:30. 

 


