
Third Conference 

A Living 
Practice of 
Trust: 
Father Jordan 

In the first conference I stated that our 
belief is often too hesitating, too weak. It 
prohibits trust. To say this in another 
way, we need dear profiles, dear 
examples. There is a saying that goes: 
when Germans want to convert 
someone, they give him a book; when 
French want to do so, they give him a 
person. Let us be French! 

If we want to know about our Society, 
its origin, its mission and its reason for 
existence, we must look to the Founder. 
The future of its past is the person of the 
Founder. His discoveries, insights, 
experiences, and vision have not only a 
personal meaning, but are the very 
foundation stones of our Society and so, 
therefore, have a significance for the 
way in which we conduct our 
Salvatorian life. Let us ask: How did he 
find the way to trust? How was TRUST 
evidenced in his life? 

When we speak about Fr. Jordan to 
people, when we show a picture or a 
photograph of him, what do we really 
say? "This is our Founder, the Founder 
of the Salvatorian Fathers, Brothers and 
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Sisters." Sometimes we may explain in a 
simple way the apostolic purpose of his 
Society: that all people may know the 
Savior, the true Savior of the world 
(Constitution, 103). We often tell people 
about the popular and pastoral formula 
l1>y all ways and means which the love 
of Christ inspires in us" (Constitution, 
202). But what can we tell in brief about 
his spirituality, his vision, the 
fundamental values of his life? Let me 
try to highlight his personality as an 
I'expert, a master of trust in God's 
Providence." This is not a self-evident 
statement 

Let us meditate on his trust in God, in 
I'DIVINE PROVIDENCE", which he 
called "My God and my all!"l 

I never counted how many times at 
the end of the "Te Deum" of Anton 
Bruckner the choir sings: "In te, 
Domine, speravi, non confundar in 
aetemum" (In you, 0 Lord, I have 
hoped, let me never be confounded). 
Nor did I ever count how often our 
Founder, from the beginning as a 
seminarian until the very end of his life 
as Founder, quoted this psalm in his 
spiritual diary.2 However, when we put 
together how many times the choir 
sings the mentioned verse as Jordan 
wrote it, we would be amazed and 
impressed. 

What does this mean? Each time a 
person prays or writes 'In te, Domine, 
speravi' he conquers in himself the ever 
present struggle between anxiety and 
confidence. Each time he believes in the 
saying "Non confundar in aetemum," 
he builds his house on the rock, not on 
the sand. 

One of the most beautiful sides of the 
life of the Founder (we call these 

"values" or "theological virtues") was 
the close link, I would rather say the 
interdependence, between his daily life 
and trust. Fr. Jordan wrote down the 
same ideas in his spiritual diary which 
he used in·his letters to the confreres 
and the sisters. He explained for the 
whole community in the weekly 
conference the same simple but clear 
convictions which he stressed in his 
personal spiritual talks. His mind was 
"sereno," clear like the Italian sky: clear 
without clouds. Therefore, he was an 
authority, not so much because of his 
ideas as ideas, but because of his pure 
intention and of the way he put into 
practice what he said. 

Let us look at how he demonstrated 
the gift of trust in his life! First, let us 
look at his spiritual writings and talks. 

I do not intend to give a workshop on 
the topic of the Founder's TRUST IN 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE. But in order to 
feel the 'electricity' of this value a little 
bit, let us set up two poles, two of his 
phrases which contain completely the 
reality of his TRUST IN DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE. 

The first one reads: "DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE CREATED ME."3 He 
wrote this just after the dramatic 
separation of the first Sisters in the year 
1885. Fr. Jordan wrote this in large block 
letters in such a way that he could not 
help but see them each time he paged 
through his Diary. 

The second sentence of Fr. Jordan we 
will look at is one of his very last words 
spoken on his death bed in 1918; it was 
noted by Fr. Pancratius and reads: 

"Providence has its own ways. 
You just need to let it happen and 

1 SD, I, 128, p. 72. 
2 SD, I, 122, p. 67; II, 15, p. 165; II, 18, p. 169; etc. Cf Index to the Spiritual Diary ofFrancis Mary of the 

Cross Jordan, ed. by Fr. Barry Griffin 50S [1990], p. 46-47. 
3 SD, I, 185, p. 125. 
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not work at cross purposes with 
it." 4 

Between these two poles we can put 
the whole spiritual life of the Founder 
and the birth and growth of our Society. 
It is the current between these two poles 
that gave meaning to so many events of 
the young Society.s 

We inherit a very spiritual document 
from Fr. Jordan. It contains his last 
words. It is a 'hymn to trusl.' So simple. 
So deep. So exhortative. So encouraging. 
It lays an obligation on us. Any child of 
ten can understand it. Do we 
understand it, or do we evaluate it as 
too "low" for our "high" standards? Of 
the eight different points in it, there are 
three about "confidence!" 

"Health and benediction to the 
Brethren, present and future. Father 
Francis of the Cross makes known to 
his spiritual sons who now live, or in 
the future ever will live, in the Society, 
his last will: 

1. Consider as your eternal 
inheritance confidence in Divine 
Providence, which as a loving Mother, 
will always care for you. 

2. Perpetual poverty I leave to you as 
a great treasure and a precious pearl, 
which God, on the day of judgment, 
will ask back of you. 

3. Place your trust in God alone; He 
will fight for you like a mighty hero of 
battle. 

4. Woe to you if you place your 
confidence in men or riches. 

5. Always remain sincere and loyal 
sons of our Holy Mother, the Church of 
Rome. Teach what she teaches, believe 
what she believes, reject what she 
rejects. 

6. Love one another in the Holy 
Spirit. Your charity be manifest to all. 

7. Know that I have loved you most 
sincerely. I will that you also love one 
another. 

S. Sanctify yourselves, grow and 
multiply over the whole earth until the 
end of time. 

In the name of the Lord. Amen."6 

In this kind of trust the main factor is 
"patience!" Patience is the secret of 
strong personalities. Fr. Jordan wrote in 
his Diary: 

Let us await the moment of 
Providence; let us not seek to 
accelerate its coursei we can 
easily forestall iti the moment of 
our impatience is not always the 
moment of grace.' 

.. 	 Geistliches Tagebuch, IT, Comments by Fr. Edwein, p. 285. 
5 	See Schneble's unpublished article: Etwas aber das Seelenleben Pater Jordans. Zum Verstlindnis seiner 

Aufzeichnungen, 3 p. (Nr 850422-24) and: An unknown chapter ofour history: Father Jordan's pact with 
God,9 p., (Nr. 850667-75). 
L. GERKE 50s, Ufo ofFather Jordan, edit. by the British Province, [1978, M. McBride 50s], p. 276-277 

'lSD, I, 159a, p. 103. See also the letter of H. Newman to Wilberforce, 17 July 1859: "I have always 
preached that things which are ~ useful, still are done, according to God's will, at one time, not 
at another - and that, if you attempt at a wrong time, what in itself is right, you perhaps become a 
heretic or schismatic. What I may aim at may be real and good, but it may be God's will it should be 
done a hundred years later." (Letters and Diaries, ed. 5. Dessain, XIX, p. 179) 
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This was what he was writing in his 
Diary (about 1880). And what did he 
write to the first Sisters' community in 
Neuwerk? 

~'Let us always wait for the time 
appointed by Providence. The 
Lord does all things well and 
forsakes no one who puts his 
trust in Him. Let us earnestly 
endeavor to be filled with 
apostolic spirit, to suffer 
apostolically, to pray 
apostolically, to work 
apostolically. Let us remain 
inwardly united to the Crucified 
and never allow ourselves to be 
separated from Him in eternity. 
The Lord bless you and draw you 
more to Himself [...]."8 

Why is this such a prophetic phrase, 
Jordan speaking to women in this 
apostolic way? The founder of Steyl 
(Arnold Janssen, founder of the Society 
of the Divine Word) used women in 
those days only for help in the kitchen 
of his houses. In the beginning he did 
not think about the apostolate for them. 
And here we find Fr. Jordan exhorting 
these religious women in Neuwerk to be 
apostles. Imagine what this meant in 
those days. To work apostolically, to 
suffer apostolically, to pray 
apostolically. These are really prophetic 
and revolutionary ideas-to incorporate 
women into the apostolate for the sake 
of the world. 

"Patience" was also the strong power 
behind the vocation of Mother Mary of 
the Apostles. The more "patience" grew 
in her, the more her vocation to join Fr. 
Jordan matured. She waited from 1882 
until 1888 when she eventually came to 
Tivoli to build the second order of 

the Sisters. Fr. Jordan wrote to her on 
the first day of 1884: 

I know your generosity in 
sacrifice and consider that you 
are called to higher things; you 
will hardly reach them, however, 
if you always stay in Neuwerk. 
Ponder it over in the sight of 
God.9 

Let me touch upon two questions 
submitted by the retreatants. What kind 
of person was Fr. Bonaventure Luethen 
and what about Mother Mary? I would 
simply like to say one thing: namely, 
what time says about these two 
personalities. Just three weeks after the 
first meeting with Fr. Jordan in July, 
1882, Mother Mary wrote a poem, very 
simple, but with the exact same words, 
same terminology, as Fr. Jordan. This, 
after only three weeks. She was a 
confidant of the Founder to the very end 
of her life. There were two different 
melodies before they met; one melody 
after they met that July. They sang only 
one melody of the apostolate, of 
suffering, of praying, all for the sake of 
mankind. 

The second person: what did Fr. 
Luethen do after he met Jordan in 
February, 1881? Luethen at that time 
was a well-known spiritual writer. He 
was the editor of a priests' magazine 
AMBROSIUS. We have his words about 
his vocation. In his memoirs of 1910 
(one year before he died) he wrote: "The 
idea to leave the Cassianaeum (the 
institute for which he worked) came 
from heaven at once, and I left this 
institution and I joined Fr. Jordan." 

Six months after meeting Jordan, 
Luethen published a brochure which 
gives us the original idea of Fr. Jordan. J 

II Letter of 13.11.1884 in DSS X, Nr. 184, quoted according Mailing, ll-A-2, Rome, Salvator Mundi, 
1980, Excerpts from the Founder's letters, p. 10. 

4} Letter of 1.1.1884, in DSS X, Nr. 174, quoted according Mailing II, o.c., p. 9. 
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Published in July, 1881, you will find it 
is the best presentation of the ideas of 
Fr. Jordan. Unfortunately, no one has 
really discovered the value of this 
brochure. It is not even translated into 
English. We have only the early 
published Constitutions which do not 
really capture the early spirit. The real 
spirit of Fr. Jordan you will find in this 
brochure of Fr. Luethen. In my 
dissertation I compared this brochure 
with one in Italian which really pales in 
comparison. The Italian version didn't 
understand the charism, the spirit, the 
vision of the Founder. 

Let me touch on one further question. 
If we could have Fr. Jordan here with us 
right now, I would ask him: IIWhat do 
we have to be? How can we do it?" I 
would like to play the role of Fr. Jordan, 
to say in this year (1990) and in this 
country, his original words, with tone 
and melody. IIPatience" and IITrust in 
God" were common themes for other 
pioneers founding the various new 
religious communities at that time! In all 
the letters of Fr. Jordan, we can hear the 
echo of this fundamental belief. Where 
God guides, he provide~. Through 
storm and wind, through problems and 
difficulties, through joy and peace. 

We have a marvelous speech on trust: 
Confidence (Trust) in God 
I would like to leave you a special 

heritage, if I may so speak, and this 
heritage is a great confidence (trust) in 
God. 

It is very distressing these days to see 
how little trust there is in the Lord; 
how mankind, like a pile of wriggling 
vermin, moves itself and has forgotten 
the power of Heaven; he does not look 
above whence strength and power and 
ability come. 

0, if only people knew what the 
Lord has given them through 

confidence. Only in eternity will they 
see what they could have accomplished 
if they had trust; and how poor and 
needy they were because they had not 
built upon the Lord and depended 
upon Him for everything. 

It is distressing these days that Faith 
has so decayed that, more and more, 
we have to do things by good example 
in word and in deed, in keeping with 
living this trust. 

You know what the Holy Spirit 
enjoins in the Scriptures and the 
Savior Himself says: 'ryour Faith has 
saved you." 

How often does He say this and 
nevertheless how much Faith and 
confidence does man have in his own 
position and works and undertakings? 

How much does he show off his own 
skill, human reckoning, and does not 
think of Him from whom all our help 
comes? 

St Bernard says: "Cast your cares 
upon the Lord •••" The great saint also 
says: "Nothing makes the great power 
of God more clear than that fact that 
He makes the one powerful who 
builds with His help." 

He who trusts in the Lord will not 
sink or fall. He whose strength is the 
Lord will not fall unless falling pleases 
the Lord, and that will never please 
Him. 

May you always be animated by a 
great, strong trust in the Lord. If you do 
not have it, you are in for some 
unfortunate experiences. Again and 
again I say to you: "Put your trust in 
the Lord." 

In all your struggles, and sorrows 
and works and deeds and conduct: 
'''Our help comes from above!" 

"In te, Domine, speravi, non 
confundar in aeternum" should always 
be your motto in all your works and 
business. 
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How shameful it is to shrink from 
every difficulty when all human help 
seems to be lost; then all the more must 
you trust in God. 

How can someone say he has trust in 
God, when in all his needs and 
sorrows and works he loses heart, 
when everything seems to be lost. 
There confidence in God needs to be 
established. 

I/When he hopes in Me, I will save 
him." Hold fast to this trust in God; 
live as much as you can according to 
the Will of God; have great, great trust 
in God in all you undertake, so that 
each of you, as the Society itself, will 
be powerful. 

We build on our smallness, on what 
man deems laughable; and so will you 
build everything. But the Lord is our 
help, nothing can shame us even if all 
hell arrays itself against us. In all the 
attacks against you, cry out: "Who is 
like God?" 

Live in the conviction that trust in 
God crushes the hellish fiend. 

I beg you to take note of this for your 
entire life; then you will have a power 
and strength nothing can overcome. 

Live this trust so the Society itself 
will become all powerful, and no 
power of hell or the world can 
overcome it10

• 

IChapter address, April 27, 1894] 

Fr. Jordan was strongly convinced 
that hecollaborated with what 
Providence had inmind for him. God 
gave him a musical instrument and 
Jordanhad to find out what kind of 
musichehad to play in the Church. It 
became ever clearer and clearer for him. 
Itwas not the soft legato of the recorder, 
but the sharp stoccato of the trumpet: 

Shout mightily like a trumpet 
through all the regions of the 
earth, that every creature may 
hear! 

Fly as "?eagle and as an angel 
and with a great voice call all the 
living to the holy battle to fight 
for the supreme Commander 
with the army and sublime array 
drawn up in battle. 

Rouse and summon the sleepers! 

Spur the inactive! 

Shout, shout as the angels who, 
with the trumpet, convoke the 
living and the dead to eternal 
judgment! 

Fear not, for I, the almighty Lord, 
am withyou and I will beyour 
powerful helper.11 

Fr. Jordan strongly believed that 
things have their own momentum. In 
time every thing will be alright. 
Rebellion or discontent will solve 
nothing. A difficult situation has never 
been solved by discouragement, but 
alwaysby trust in God. Listen to some 
key historical points: his struggle for 
clarification in his vocation; the 
confirmation in the Holy Land; the 
private audience with Pope Leo XIII; the 
problem with the change of the name 
1/Apostolic" of his SOciety; the intrigues 
ofsome of those in authority in the 
Church; the separation of the first group 
ofSisters; the success of the press 
publications; the new foundations: 
Assam, Vienna, Tivoli. His trips to St. 
Nazianz, Hamont and Wealdstone; the 
press campaign, etc. 

TRUST UN DnnNEPROVTDENCE 
played during his entire life the same 

10 Translatedby Fr. J. Schommer, 50s, quoted in ExcMnge oifThoughts Nr.7 June 1988 p 12·14 
11 SD, I, 190, p. 129. " ,.. 
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role as the drummer had in the 
I'Bolero"ofRavel. We understand 
nothing about our Society unless we 
have this melody constantly in our ears! 

TRUST IN DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
makes you simple, humble, direct, 
forthright, honest, just as Jesus wants us: 
even like a child. Don't forget: simplicity 
is the characteristic of truth! In making 
yourself small, spiritual greatness is 
growing On 3:30)! A Salvatorian told 
me: if Fr. Jordan is ever beatified, he will 
be the patron, the type and 
representative of simple people, of 
people who do their duties every day; 
people who are not proud of their 
talents, their health, their money, their 
beauty, their family, their good deeds, 
their tradition and good name. They do 
not put trust in "natural" talents, but are 
happy to work with these gifts for the 
sake of others. They are "spiritual" 
people, this means, they act and think in 
the Light of the Spirit, in the Light of 
God. 

Fr. Jordan is a Pentecost man! Look at 
how Fr. Thomas Novak described him: 

FATHER FRANCffi JORDAN 
(1848 -1918) 
Missionary/Apostle/Man ofGod... 
impelled by a universal, apostolic vision 
TO MAKE GOD KNOWN AND 

LOVED 
by all people, everywhere, 
by all means which love for Christ could 

inspire. 
A pragmatic man with vision ... 
an apostolic, gospel-loving man, 
reflective and insistently prayerful, 
... a PENTECOST man ... 
convinced ofhis mission, persuasive, 
urgent and self-diSciplined ... 

Compassionate and approachable, 
affable and paternal ... 
TRUSTING DEEPLY IN DWINE 

PROVIDENCE, 
devoted son ofMary, 
Queen ofthe Apostles, 
Mother ofthe Savior, 
... with a vision for his age 
... and ours! 
FOUNDER I 
SALVATORIAN/u 

Probably we think spontaneously: 
what about trust in people? Shouldn't 
we trust our neighbors, our confreres 
and sisters? The Bible is very strict on 
this point: ''It is better to take refuge in 
the Lord than to trust in men; it is better 
to take refuge in the Lord than to trust 
in princes" (Ps 117). And Jeremiah is 
also very clear Or 17:5-8)113 

Because Fr. Jordan was so deeply 
rooted in TRUST IN DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE,!' he placed in his 
confreres a high degree of trust, and 
gave them scope for their creativity. 
With this I'key" of trust, the first 
pioneers could open the 1/doors" of their 
new foundations and new houses. 

Meditating on the popular devotion of 
the people, I am often struck by the 
intensity of their so-called "belief." They 
light a candle before the statue of St. 
Jude, the patron of hopeless cases. They 
adorn, mostly with artificial flowers, the 
St. Christopher plaque in their newest 
Mercedes car. On the feast of St. Blase 
(February 3) they want their throats to 
be blessed with two candles. From a 
historical point of view, we know very 
little about the lives of St. Jude and St. 
Blase. And St. Christopher is a legend! 
We must ask ourselves: what has all this 

12 T. NOVAK SDS, in Exchange of Thoughts, Nr. 4, 1987, p. 13. A meditation on this free verse 
summary of Jordan'S charism follows on pp. 14-21. 

13 SD, I, 99, p. 54: "Let your arms be: Mistrust in yourself. Confidence in God. Prayer" • 
14 "Give yourself over totally to God", in SD, I, 144, p.84. 
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to do with TRUST IN DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE? Many Christians prefer 
a thirty mile procession on foot to a 
Marian sanctuary once a year to the 
weekly Eucharist. When we kneel before 
the statue of St. Jude or St. Anthony, 
instead of kneeling during the 
eucharistic adoration, there is something 
wrong. A Salvatorian priest once told 
me: "The simple people in my parish 
have more faith in the candles of Saint 
Blase than they find inspiration in the 
confidence of our Founder." I replied: 
"'How often have you spoken to them 
about Fr. Jordan's confidence in God?" 
Do we educate and correct people's 
devotion? 

So, in popular devotion there must be 
a hierarchy of values. Let us always try 
to make the distinction between the 
medium and the message, between the 
apparitions of Medjugorje and its 
biblical message of penance and prayer. 
The question is: what do we put on the 
main altar of our heart? Where is the 
main altar in the cathedral of our heart? 
In a dusty nearby chapel or in the 
middle of the priestly choir? 

Let us put on the main altar of our 
Salvatorian devotion and consecration 
this trust-example of our Founder as it is 
quoted in the British Province Mission 
Statement IIUke our Founder, Father 
Francis Jordan, we consider a spirit of 
evangelical poverty and TRUST IN 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE to be 
fundamental to our personal and 
communal life." The testimony of his 
example provokes our development and 
growth. To venerate means: to keep 
alive the memory! 

Therefore, as a kind of examination of 
conscience, let us ask: Why is there, 
generally speaking, so much hesitation 
in our midst? Are we ashamed of 
veneration of the Founder? 

- 20

Can we still live with symbols? Are 
we still symbol-minded? Or has this 
hesitation to do with our belief? Is our 
belief too weak? 

In matters of belief there is a 
hierarchy,·too! Are our habits and 
customs too strong? Is the field of our 
devotion, as the psalmist says (Ps 63:1), 
like a "parched, dreary and waterless 
land?" Do we know too little of Fr. 
Jordan's experience of trust and, 
therefore, do we live and confess too 
little this confidence? 

Each time a person repeats it by 
himself, it is only a single word. Each 
time a community confesses this, it is 
like a poem. Let us speak this 
"Salvatorian poem of trust" in our 
Society, our provinces and houses! 

Question and Answer session 
Question: 
What about the so-called "second J 

order?" 
Peter: 
When we try to rediscover the 

Founder, it is like trying to rediscover a 
beautiful mountain. We should not fix 
on a particular item. We should not 
attempt to make a photocopy of what 
the second order was. The challenge of 
our time, especially for our second 
century, is that we should see the whole 
vision of Fr. Jordan, not just one specific 
item. Like a mosaic, we need to see the 
whole picturei then we can put the 
individual stones in their proper place. 
We need to be good artists. What is the 
second order-sisters, intellectuals, 
women? 

Question: 
Did Fr. Jordan have friends? 
Peter: 
I think Fr. Jordan did not have friends 

as we have friends. He had confidants 
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such as Fr. Luethen and Bishop (later 
Cardinal) Massaia, with whom Jordan 
maintained extensive correspondence. 
That old missionary says to the young 
diocesan priest, "Go on, you are the one 
who is called to do this!/I This 
much-experienced missionary bishop 
did not say, "Fr. Jordan, you are too 
young; you don't have enough pastoral 
practice. Go to a parish." No, he always 
advised Jordan until the end of his life: 
"Go on!" Jordan said that he had been 
like a father to him. 

The relationship Jordan had with 
Mother Mary was deeper than a 
friendship. It was not a spiritualized 
friendship, however; it was very 
practical. Imagine a fifty-year-old 
woman saying, finally I have found the 
sense of my life. I will join Fr. Jordan 
because he is singing the same melody 
that I want to sing. It was an orchestra. 
He did not have friends as we consider 
friends. 

A lot of confreres and sisters were his 
friends. For example, the Third General 
Chapter had a problem. Who will tell Fr. 
Jordan, founder, superior general, that 
the time has come for someone else to 
take over? It was not Fr. Pancratius but 
a "personal friend" who came to him 
and told him that it was time to consider 
resigning. Jordan said that he needed 
time to think about it, to see if it was the 
will of God. The next day he announced 
that he would resign. It was not easy. It 
was the most difficult decision of his 
life. He had friends who prayed the 
Breviary with him near the end of his 
life because he was too ill, too nervous 
to do so alone. 

Question: 
In the early days, Jordan had lay 

people involved with him. Then Rome 

forced the change. Whatever happened 
to those lay people? 

Peter: 
In my study I could find the reasons 

why those men forced the change. One 
official, Bianchi, knew the French way, 
but did not understand the Italian 
situation. He warned Jordan not to 
contact the Propaganda because in his 
drafts Jordan spoke about "mission 
houses." In German, the words mean 
simply some connection with missions 
and have nothing to do with the 
Propaganda. Jordan had very good 
contacts with the Propaganda because, 
as a student of oriental languages, he 
was sent by the Propaganda to the 
Apostolic Delegate in Cairo, because he 
knew Arabic and the eastern churches. 
This shows that there is a lack of 
knowledge of what was going on in the 
different countries. Bianchi, the 
conservator, passed a very severe 
judgment. A Jesuit, Cardela, passed a 
completely different judgment; he was 
very much in favor of this new 
foundation. Cardela was the director of 
the retreat house where Jordan and von 
Leonhardi made their retreat before 
founding the Society on December 8, 
1881. Cardela knew Jordan. I searched 
the Jesuit archives and found the diary 
of this retreat house. It showed that in 
1883 Jordan was invited to conduct a 
retreat there. Cardela was confident that 
Jordan could lead a retreat. Cardela said 
that the new foundation was really too 
enthusiastic. He said, "If the work 
comes from God, it will stay; if not, it 
will perish. II Two different eyes (Bianchi 
and Cardela) looked at the same thing. 
We should look with the correct eye. 
Let's look at the whole mountain. 

Question: 

What about the third degree or order? 
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Peter: 
Here we must make a distinction. In 

1882, Jordan wrote letter and after letter 
all over the world, even to the USA, to 
make the Society known. He had 
magazines, especially NUNTIUS 
ROMANUS (THE ROMAN 
MESSENGER). But he couldn't do 
everything. What about Switzerland, 
and Italy? What is this third order? It 
was growing and changing. The 
Historical Commission published an 
article before the General Chapter of 
1987, in English, showing the historical 
development of the third order. It will 
help you to understand. 

Question: 
But what about the lay people? Did 

Jordan have contact with them after 
Rome had stepped in? 

Peter: 
I hesitate to answer. The Church 

forbade him to use the title"apostolic." 
The apostolic spirit remained, however. 
See his "De Apostolatu." 

Question: 
Did Jordan have people working with 

him before the Church forced him to 
form the Society of the Divine Savior? If 
there were, what became of these 
people? Why do you hesitate to answer 
this? 

Peter: 
I will be very detailed, very concrete. 

(Side comment: I heard that there were 
over a thousand people associated with 
Jordan.) (Second comment (Bro. 
Reimar): I read that he had seven 
groups allied with him. The Founder 
kept touch with them for a long time, 
but they were not part of the Society. 
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The magazines helped to maintain 
contact. They were like benefactors.) 
There are a lot of myths. Jordan could 
animate people; he contacted many. He 
encouraged them to read, to pray, to 
have religious instruction. He met a 
priest (Fr. Heiden) at the Catholic Days 
of 1880. Heiden had a parish in southern 
Bavaria and he agreed to follow 
Jordan'S formula. I found lists of people, 
about 300. They followed jordan's 
prescription about daily prayer, 
monthly confession and communion. 
They agreed to promote the third order, 
but it depended upon Fr. Heiden. When 
he left, it died. There were other traces. 
The third order was in Mantua. It was in 
Einsiedeln and we learn much about 
Luethen since he wrote his magazines 
there. But to say there were a thousand 
people following Fr. Jordan - forget it! 

I wonder about the Society if Jordan 
hadn't met Luethen. What about the 
Sisters if he hadn't met Mother Mary? 

Question: 
I heard that there were men and 

women in all three levels. The third 
level involved prayer and reading. Is it a 
myth that lay people were in the first 
level? 

Peter: 
No. We have one women in Neuwerk 

who was, in theory and practice, a 
member of the first; rather the second, 
since the first was male, the second 
female. There was an Italian, Di Bona, 
but we know little about him. 
Afterwards, the terminology changed 
and Rome said: the first order is male; 
the second is female; and the third is 
like the third order of St. Francis. Jordan 
then created the Angel Sodality - a 
union of the cooperators and 
benefactors. It is a very complex picture. 



Third Conference 

Comment: (Willis): 
Perhaps the difficulty is trying to 

answer in categories that we understand 
today that do not describe the reality 
back then. 

Comment (Sean): 
It was evolving. 
Peter: 
Yes, the terminology was changing. 

We had a German terminology, an 
Italian terminology, and a Latin 
terminology, and then English. Even 
within German the words vary-grade 
or level; benefactor and cooperator. 
Then the third order of St. Francis came 
in. The Sisters of Mother Streitel were 
members of the third order of St. Francis 
and the second order of Fr. Jordan. 
Jordan had the permission of the 
Franciscan general to accept lay people 
(and the Sisters were juridically lay 
people) into the third order of St. 
Francis. Very complicated, but it made 
sense to them back in 1881-85 to be 
involved in an apostolic way. Five years 
later the third order were the 
benefactors and the fourth order was 
the Angel Sodality, followed by the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh. Going through 

the documents is very complicated, 
working with the original French, 
German, Italian, English, etc. It is 
difficult to separate myth from reality. 

Comment (Pekarske): 
. It is a danger to use the categories of 
our time to examine the realities of the 
past. 

Peter: 
I would suggest forgetting this 

complicated stuff because it doesn't help 
you. Don't forget the mountain. Avoid 
photocopies of the past, worrying over 
details. We need to consider what 
people need now. History can be a 
burden and not a source of inspiration 
in this case. 

Comment: (Reimar): 
Remember at Jordan's time religion 

was forbidden in Germany. Priests had 
to vow to the state. Jordan refused and 
thus went to Rome. His idea was to 
bring the faith back into Germany by 
means of pamphlets, etc. Then came his 
idea of founding this religious order 
with the lay people and how they 
expressed their faith. The German 
people needed something to keep up 
their faith. 
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1990 Retreat at Blackwood 

And now, three pieces of bread: 
A question: What do we put on the main altar of our Salvatorian devotion 

and consecration? 
A statement: A difficult situation has never been solved by discouragement, 

but always by trust in God. 
A private task: If you were to send a postcard with the photograph of Fr. 

Jordan on it to a friend or acquaintance, what would you write? An alternate: 
what can you read in the face of Fr. Jordan by meditating upon a photograph of 
him? 
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