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The month of May begins tomorrow, offering us the opportunity

to pray for the needs of our Society and for our individual needs!

Among other needs, you should especially ask our heavenly mother

to beseech God to maintain zeal for souls within each of us. Truly

we are called to work for the salvation of souls. But how can we

who are called accomplish this if we have no zeal!

Reflect on this. Look at people through the centuries, how

much they accomplished through zeal for souls. Take them as

models. Remember what the dear Savior himself did to save souls!

Consider what the holy apostles, particularly St. Paul did to save

souls, and on up through all the centuries! Consider the zeal that

filled St. Francis Xavier and so many others! Therefore, you must

have zeal for souls and you must not forget the words of St.

Catherine of Siena whose feast we will celebrate tomorrow! She

says that if we saw the beauty of a single soul, we would gladly die

a thousand times to rescue it.

Therefore, zeal for souls! And how should we develop zeal for

souls in ourselves? We should become salt of the earth, sal terrae,

lux mundi; “light of the world.” We should excel in holiness and

learning. So never neglect these two means. Oh! Let us strive for

holiness through conscientious compliance with the holy rule, and

continual attention to the duties of our vocation. Never relax in

striving for holiness! And at the same time, never neglect learning

even if the circumstances are such that you cannot achieve what

you could have under better circumstances. Ah, don’t conclude

from this that learning is somehow unnecessary.
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It is the same with brothers. There is always a danger that one

starts well in novitiate, full of eagerness, and that just after

profession he continues to show zeal for making progress. But as

they say, once he is “all set up” he immediately starts to be less

perfect. This [continual striving for holiness] is not only a great

obligation for priests: no, this is also true for brothers! If you

remember the many graces, the holy sacraments, the instruction,

the vigilance of the superiors, and if you nevertheless don’t move

forward, do you think you have not incurred a heavy responsibility

for all this? You who are dedicated to God through your holy vows,

do you believe that you don’t incur a great responsibility for these

many graces? Do you believe that you easily go astray if you become

indifferent in this matter? You who so often received Holy

Communion! So search your soul conscientiously to see whether

you are striving for perfection more and more from the day of

your profession onward; and consider that as you grow older you

will have many temptations you don’t have today when you are

young. Woe to you if you don’t strive for perfection!

Therefore, I admonish you all, imprimis clericos et sacerdotes

“first of all clerics and priests” and then also the brothers, always

to strive for perfection until your last breath! Never let up, and

tremble! Consider, especially when receiving the sacraments more

frequently, how easily God’s punishing hand can intervene!

Therefore, strive continually for perfection. And if you make a

mistake, get up again immediately. Never become indifferent to

the holy sacraments, especially to the Holy Eucharist where the

God-man lives among us! Oh, think about what you do, and always

strive for holiness!
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danger that instead of having great accomplishments you will have

a great fall! Therefore, obedience according to the holy rule!

Consider St. Francis [Xavier] your model! How full of zeal he was

for souls in Asian countries, what he accomplished in the areas

entrusted to him. What successes he achieved, what brilliant

prospects he had. However, on the first command from his superior

he left it all in order to go to Europe!

We too should be completely permeated by obedience. If

obedience calls, we should follow the example of the saints and

leave everything! Therefore, zelus animarum, sanctitas et scientia,

“zeal for souls, holiness, and learning.” Ask the dear Mother of

God to attain these three graces for you, especially in the coming

month of May: zeal for souls, holiness, and learning!

1898/04/29

I especially recommend theology to you, the sacred science.

Study theology conscientiously and well. And once you are priests

don’t let up. Study your whole life! You must also be ignis, “fire.”

And if you are not salt of the earth, neither will you be lux mundi!,

Ah, Providence, Providence! If once you looked you would see for

yourselves: ad quid valet: sal terrae; quod si sal evanuerit, in quo

salietur? Ad nihilum valet sal infatuatum, nisi ut amittatur foras et

calcetur ab hominibus! “What good is salt of the earth if it loses its

flavor, how can you restore it? Such insipid salt is good for nothing

except to be thrown out and trampled under foot.” And what is

the religious, especially the priest, if he is no longer the salt of the

earth, no more the lux mundi? No longer paying heed to learning,

the world regards him as an object of contempt! No longer striving

for perfection, he becomes a scandalum ecclesiae, “a scandal to

the church,” a bad religious!

So if you desire to be lux mundi, and sal terrae always desire to

find ways to increase your zeal for souls. And you will surely see

that if you are not the one [lux mundi], the other [sal terrae] will be

of no use. You will be despised in this world and perhaps be lost

eternally. And if you are not sal terrae you will be “trod under foot,”

certainly a strong expression! Despised, contravened, as one

despises something of no account. Therefore, zeal for souls

modeled on our [patron] saints. Zeal for souls and holiness,

conscientious compliance with the duties of our vocation, and a

continual quest for learning!

Therefore, again and again I recommend zeal for souls! Oh,

that you would be led by obedience, quia vir obediens loquetur

victorias! “because the obedient person will be victorious!” And if

you are not led by obedience but by your own will, there is the
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