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"Jesus said to him:‘ Simon, son of John, do you love me? ’ 

'Sir, you know everything; you know that I love you '. Jesus said to him: 
‘Feed my sheep”  

(cf. John 21: 16-17) 
 
Introduction: 
 
In this prayer service we will seek to reflect on our universal vocation of service to the 
Church and to humanity. We do this because our Founder, Blessed Francis Jordan, fought 
hard to maintain a universal apostolic openness, which transcended time and place.   He 
desired that the members always be ready to listen, discern and respond to the signs of the 
times presented to each community wherever it was located, but always to do this through 
their commonly held charism of the Salvatorian Family. In this prayer service, we will return 
to the Founder's original writings, which, in turn, refer us directly to the Church's current call.  
We do this in order to reflect on our apostolic presence today. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (the environment can be arranged with the Constitutions and Statutes of the 
branches of the Salvatorian Family) 
 
Biblical Text: Jn 21, 1-19 
- Read, be silent, meditate ... 
 

Reflection: “living-in-mission”  
in order to give ourselves to the Church and humanity  

in the light of the Founder's original writings 
 
“The life of those who associate themselves with this work is apostolic, that is, the following 
of the holy Apostles”. (Rule of 1882 - DSS I, 19-26) 
 
1) Rule of the Apostolate (for the 1st Order: male religious congregation, 1884) 
“Dearly Beloved:  teach all nations, especially the little ones, to know the true God and him 
who he has sent, Jesus Christ.  I charge you in the sight of God and Jesus who will judge 
the living and the dead by his coming and his kingdom:  proclaim the word of God, be urgent 
in season, out of season, rebuke with all patience and teaching.  Go, and with perseverance 
speak all the words of eternal life to the people.  Announce and write the heavenly doctrine 
to all without respite.  This is the will of God, dearly beloved, that all people may know the 
eternal truths.  I beseech you not to falter from announcing the whole of God’s purpose, so 
that with St. Paul you can say:  I am innocent of the blood of all.  Do not cease, day and 
night, to admonish each other and everyone, even with tears.  Overlook no useful 
opportunity to announce and teach the doctrine of God to all, both publically and from house 
to house.” (DSS I, 29-44). 
 



This Rule has remained alive throughout all the changes that the work of our Founder had to 
go through and remains as a Preface in the present Constitutions of the Society. It was 
originally written during a spiritual retreat at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Hermits, in 
Einsiedeln, Switzerland. In one of his talks, Father Jordan confesses to us: “... no rule that I 
have written gave me so much heavenly solace as the one I wrote down before the Most 
Holy.  Tears of bliss overcame me, as if to confirm that this is God’s will….” (Jordan Talks 
May 1, 1901). 
 
2) Rule of the Catholic Teaching Society (for the 2nd Order: Sisters, 1888) 
“Inspired by the love of Christ, who died for all of us, as a loving mother, the Society 
receives, with maternal love, daughters called by God from all nations. In so doing, she 
assumes her mission to extend her love and her apostolate to all men, of all languages and 
nations. 
The Sisters of the Catholic Teaching Society aim to dedicate themselves with dedication to 
their own sanctification and to works of Christian charity. Faithfully and decisively following 
the example of their divine Spouse, our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the footsteps of the holy 
Apostles, they must dedicate themselves, consecrate themselves, and give themselves 
totally to God and his cause, reserving nothing for themselves. May the Sisters serve with 
zeal and wisdom in the Lord, with good example and the works of Christian charity and in all 
the ways and means that the love of Christ inspires, to manifest to all and glorify God the 
Father, his Son Jesus everywhere Christ and the Holy Spirit, to praise and bless the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, their special patron and mother, and to save immortal souls.” 
(DSS I, 75-116). 
 
This Rule was received by Mary of the Apóstles, in Tívoli, on December 8, 1888.  Elements 
similar to those of the Rule of Apostolate of 1884 for the 1st Order reappear, and we can 
also identify elements that had always been present in the previous sketches written by the 
Founder in the establishment of his work and approved by the Church. Currently, the same 
elements remain present in the 1st Chapter of the Sisters' Rule of Life, which deals with the 
Salvatorian vocation and identity. 
 
As we know, Fr. Francis Jordan had to renounce the foundation of the other branches he 
dreamed of (the Academy and the 3rd Degree). However, their basic purpose was exactly 
the same as that which he ascribed for the two religious congregations when he founded 
them in order to secure his charism. Let us now recognize with gratitude to God, that it was 
this apostolic identity that the Holy Spirit wanted to preserve at the service of the Church and 
of humanity and which can be summarized in the following elements: 

- all nations, all peoples, both for the mission of teaching to know the true God and 
Jesus Christ, and in relation to the earliest description of the work of the members; 
- proclamation through words, writings, works, life witness ... and all the ways and 
means that the love of Christ inspires; 
- the teaching of eternal truths; 
- to follow in the footsteps of the Holy Apostles; 
- to glorify the Triune God. 

 
    Apostolic is our whole life! The life of all Salvatorians is a mission in itself. We have in 
Blessed Mary of the Apostles, Jordan's most faithful spiritual daughter, a model of 
apostolicity and missionary fidelity, which goes beyond pastoral action. Teresa von 
Wüllenweber made a missionary vow witnessed by her spiritual director in 1874, while she 
was still living in her castle in Myllendonk. When, at last, she could act in mission or in 
pastoral activities, she became Mother Mary of the Apostles: the formator, the animator, the 
leader ... who formed, animated and coordinated the first Salvatorian Sister missionaries. 
Therefore, the mission is a flamming fire that burns in our hearts and is able to communicate 
and expand its fire in a creative way in all situations and at any time of our existence. 
 



Sharing / Deepening: 
Share what the Gospel call and the apostolic mandate left by the Founder mean to me at 
this stage of my life. 
 

Thanksgiving prayer 
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

O God of love and kindness, 
we give you thanks for raising up for your people 

the inspiring example of 
Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Please hear our prayer, 
that through his intercession, 

we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 
with zeal and trust, as he did. 

Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 
with the desire to save all people. 

Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 
Savior. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

Glory be… (3x) 
 

Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  
May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and sanctify you,  
strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  
until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 

 


