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 “And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere,  
while the Lord worked with them, 

and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.” 
 (Mark 16: 20) 

 
Introduction: 
In the writings of our Blessed Father Francis Jordan, we read and reread the insistent word 
“instruction”. To understand its significance today, it is necessary to look into these same 
writings to discover the meaning that word had for Jordan. In this prayer service we will try, 
first of all, to understand this insight as a characteristic of typical Salvatorian action and, 
secondly, to discern how we can serve the Church and humanity by responding to the call 
they issue to us today. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (you can arrange the room with the Bible and Church Documents) 
 
Biblical Text: Mark 16, 9-19 
- Read, be silent, meditate ... 
 

Reflection: “instruction” as a service to the Church and humanity 
in light of the Founder's original writings and recent Church Documents 

 
"You must fight, suffer and struggle like the holy apostles.   

You must zealously spread the teachings of our Divine Master to all corners of the world.” 
(Jordan Talks, October 1, 1897) 

 
In the Spiritual Diary of our Founder, we find some passages about “instruction” that sound 
like answers to very concrete problems: 
I/58: “good Christian education for youth”.”children who are victims of ignorance, being 
devoured by hellish spirits ...” 
I/78: “people get lost due to lack of instruction”. 
I/79: "Instruction – instruct, do it, what you have in mind, if it is God’s will!". 
I/82: “Work hard to know the truth ...‘ enlighten those who sit in darkness ... ”. 
I/118: “...popularize theological truths, making them accessible to the people!” 
I/120: “...that all may be imbued with Your sacred doctrine....”. 



I/144: “What people lack most is knowledge of God”. 
 
In the very first draft of the 1878 Statutes written in order to describe a "Catholic Society", 
Jordan wrote: "It is important to found a Society that brings together adult and young men 
who, inflamed and driven by love for God and their neighbor, abandon the world and its 
pomp and adhere only to God. They must train students, coming from all peoples, nations 
and languages, to be extremely upright in good manners, instructed in sacred and profane 
letters, and lead them along the path of perfection, so that they may be effective salt of the 
earth.” (DSS - (Documenta Et Studia Salvatoriana II, 11-12). He never abandoned the idea of 
teaching universality and the need to witness to a broad and diverse group of people. 
 
The “education” of youth seems to have been one of Jordan’s major concerns, as this was a 
clamor of the reality of his times. In 1880, Jordan presented the Church with a more 
elaborate Statute in which appears the overall intention of his work, the Apostolic Teaching 
Society (cf. DSS II, 69-90). The purpose was the "to spread the glory of God, through the 
cultivation of science, education and teaching ". Science was to extend to the field of 
research and knowledge of the Truth. Education and teaching would reach out to the family 
through basic formal education and the ongoing formation of people. The description of this 
intention is incredibly current: “In its educational and formative activity, the Apostolic 
Teaching Society has as its main objective, to bring youth to the knowledge of the fullness of 
God's designs, thus creating the first condition to achieve both earthly and eternal happiness. 
As a result, it does not in any way underestimate profane knowledge, but, on the contrary, 
intensely promotes it, in order to lead youth, also through the knowledge of nature and the 
anthropological environment, to the knowledge and glorification of God, in addition to 
endowing them, in their earthly journey, with necessary and useful knowledge.” (DSS II, 69-
90). 
 
The meaning of "instruction" is therefore directly linked to "knowledge" in the  sense of 
having an experience of the true God. But also, from the point of view of a more complete 
understanding of human knowledge. The education and training of people and leaders is a 
Salvatorian characteristic which goes back not only to historical tradition, but also to an 
original insight of the Founder himself, as he discerned and described the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the years of his life. Today, when we return to these early writings, we 
find our identity and, at the same time, hear an echo of a new and current call that comes to 
us from the Church. Here we will point out just a few instances of that call in Pope Francis' 
teaching.  We do this, however, without belittling other documents issued by others prior to 
him. 
 
- to be an “outgoing church” (cf. EG, 24) echoes our universal apostolic vocation. 
- the “call to holiness” (cf. GE, 15) echoes the two-fold dimension of the charism: “to know 
Christ” in order to “make him known”. 
- to be a “polyhedron” Church (cf. EG, 236) echoes our Salvatorian way of including everyone 
in our mission and of acting in collaboration with others through additional networks. 
- to be a church that “encourages processes for people ... without imposing roadmaps ...” (cf. 
CV, 297) Processes that involve others in the mission, prepare leaders who, in turn, generate 
“new processes in society and engage other persons and groups who can develop them to 
the point where they bear fruit in significant historical events.” (cf. EG, 223). 



- we enter a process of “ecological conversion” (cf. LS, 216-219) that touches our spirituality, 
ethics, and lifestyle ... in communion with and respect for all the elements of life in our 
“Common Home.” We have witnessed this in Fr. Francis Jordan’s Pact/ Covenant with God: 
“The creature will also lead even the irrational creatures to the service of the Almighty God.” 
(SD/I, 202-203) 
- to be people, communities and groups that live in “social friendship” (cf. FT, 99), capable of 
an extensive, inclusive, courageous love that crosses borders. 
 
Finally, as Pope Francis exhorted in GE, 170, we are called to be people and communities of 
“spiritual discernment”, able to hear, see and respond to the signs of the times, because 
“discernment leads to the wellspring of undying life: to know the Father, the only true God, 
and the one He has sent, Jesus Christ. (Jn 17: 3).” 
 
Sharing / Deepening: 
Share what touched you most in this reflection and how we are responding to Jesus' call to 
the disciples as well as Father Jordan’s call to us to teach and to proclaim. 
 

Thanksgiving prayer 
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

O God of love and kindness, 
we give you thanks for raising up for your people 

the inspiring example of 
Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Please hear our prayer, 
that through his intercession, 

we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 
with zeal and trust, as he did. 

Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 
with the desire to save all people. 

Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 
Savior. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

Glory be… (3x) 
 

Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  
May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and sanctify you,  
strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  
until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 

 


