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“I am no longer the one who lives, 
but it is Christ who lives in me ”. 

(Gal 2, 20) 
 
Introduction: 
In this second to last prayer service during which we are celebrating the 
Year of Thanksgiving for the beatification of our founder, Fr. Francis 
Mary of the Cross Jordan, we will focus on one of his fundamental 
exhortations, present in his personal writings and also in his talks at the 
Mother House: the vocation to holiness. We do this because, Father 
Jordan himself lived and bore witness to a holy life. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (you can set the mood with photos of Fr. Jordan, Mother Mary, 
Fr. Lüthen, Fr. Pfeiffer, a cross and a candle) 
 
Biblical Text: Mt 5: 48 
                        1Thess 3: 12-13 
                        Gal 2: 20 
- Read, be silent, meditate ... 
 

Reflection on our Salvatorian vocation to holiness:  
Father Francis Jordan and Pope Francis 

 
“In his great mercy, the Divine Savior has called us to be conformed to 

his image; he called us to be like him as much as possible:  
to be holy.” 

(Jordan Talks, April 20, 1894) 
 
Right at the beginning of the Spiritual Diary, even when he was a 
student, Fr. Francis Jordan wrote down a proposal on January 3, 1878: 
“For you the first and most important thing should always be to become 
holy and pleasing to God, so to live and so to die.” (SD I/31). Later, he 
will give a much clearer and more vigorous expression of this when he 



writes his Covenant/Pact with the Creator in 1891 (SD I/201-204) and 
again, 25 years later, in 1903, when he renews this commitment even 
more forcefully (SD II/51-52). In the Covenant/Pact, holiness is no longer 
simply a proposal, but a surrender of total trust in the Father, so that the 
Almighty, in his immense goodness, completes the work He started: 
“The Creator will clothe His creature with great sanctity...”  
      
   An insistence on holiness in his addresses and homilies to the 
members of the Motherhouse and to the Sisters on occasions of 
missionary sending or celebration of vows, was always heard from the 
mouth of the Founder. We can verify this in an entire talk on the vocation 
to holiness given April 20, 1894. However, in addition to words and 
writings, it is in the life of Blessed Francis Jordan where we find the 
clearest evidence of what holiness means.  This is especially evident in 
times of greatest trial, when the cross almost bent him. 
 
Throughout the Spiritual Diary we find notes about the Saints. During the 
course of his life, the Founder turned to the example of great men and 
women Saints. He looked closely at the lives of the Holy Apostles. 
Holiness for him was not just a matter of "being perfect" through blind 
obedience to the Rules, according to the literature of the time that 
guided consecrated life, even though this also appears in many texts. 
For Father Francis Jordan, holiness had a close relationship to service to 
others, with “instruction”, with the apostolate, and with unreserved 
dedication to the mission. On the other hand, no apostolic action would 
have religious significance if it did not previously emerge from an 
authentic, faithful and holy personal and community life. These two sides 
of the same coin are constantly present in the Founder's teachings: 
“What good will everything else be if we do not strive for holiness? One 
holy person will do more than thousands and thousands of others. ” 
(Jordan Talks April 20,1894). 
 
Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, 
presents us with a path for holiness in our daily lives and reminds us of 
the teaching of the Second Vatican Council on the call to holiness for all 
baptized people. He says: “... what I want to remember with this 
Exhortation is above all the call to holiness that the Lord makes to each 
one of us, the call that also addresses you: 'Be holy, for I am holy' (Lv 
11: 44; cf. 1Pet: 16). The Second Vatican Council strongly emphasized: 
Strengthened by so many and such great means of salvation, all the 
faithful, whatever their condition or state, are called by the Lord - each 
one in his or her own way - to that perfect holiness by which the Father 
himself is perfect.” (GE, 10). The Pope recalls that the Lord has a plan 



for each one of us and that, no matter our condition of life, whether we 
are at the full strength of our energies to act apostolically or even if these 
are already declining and no longer allow us to go here and there on a 
mission. We are all called to “be with the Lord” and to allow ourselves to 
be sanctified by Him, being “full of apostolic spirit, suffering apostolically, 
praying apostolically and working apostolically” (cf. Constitutions of the 
Sisters, n. 29). 
 
Gaudete et Exsultate also reminds us: “Just as you cannot understand 
Christ apart from the kingdom he came to bring, so too your personal 
mission is inseparable from the building of that kingdom.  … Your 
identification with Christ and his will involves a commitment to build with 
him that kingdom of love, justice and universal peace.” (GE, 25). This 
does not exclude the need to be silent and allow the voice of God to 
resonate in the midst of our daily experiences so often full of activities 
and agitations. How to balance all of this? The answer is that “we are 
called to be contemplatives even in the midst of action, and to grow in 
holiness by responsibly and generously carrying out our proper mission.” 
(GE, 26), because, on the other hand, “life does not have a mission, but 
is a mission.” (GE, 27). 
 
Yes, holiness is closely linked to discernment and to the positive and 
generous response of our personal vocation to a mission - Missio Dei - 
God's mission. He is the one who calls us and sends us. For this, it is 
necessary that we prepare ourselves, in any condition or situation of our 
life.  Blessed Francis Jordan also reminds us: “Let us trust in the Lord in 
all circumstances, whether it brings us joy or sorrow, good fortune or 
bad. In Te, Domine, speravi, non confundar in aeternum!' “In you Lord I 
have hoped, do not confound me forever.”  Protected by this trust we 
work diligently and untiringly.” (Jordan Talks, June 15, 1894). 
 
Therefore, for our Founder, holiness was also related to the care and 
improvement of ourselves in view of the mission. Today, more than ever, 
if we want to be faithful to our vocation and mission and also to be holy 
on a daily basis, we cannot lose sight of these two fundamental 
premises: a great trust in God, combined with a solid formation. Without 
these two foundations, we are unlikely to meet the demands of mission! 
 

Sharing / Deepening: 
Spontaneous prayers and prayers of thanksgiving that arise from those 
thoughts or aspects that most touched us about the Salvatorian vocation 
to holiness. 
 



Thanksgiving Prayer  
for the Beatification of Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

 
O God of love and kindness, 

we give you thanks for raising up for your people 
the inspiring example of 

Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 
Please hear our prayer, 

that through his intercession, 
we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 

with zeal and trust, as he did. 
Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 

with the desire to save all people. 
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all 
 may know, love, and serve our Divine Savior. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

Glory be… (3x) 
 
 

Blessing of Fr. Jordan 
(Last words: report by Sr. Aloísia Bellwald, Vincentian Sister, nurse who cared for 

him) 
 

“My God, bless all my children. 
Strengthen them, teach them to fight and  

make all of them become saints. ” 
 


