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“Always do everything out of love for God” 

(SD IV/18) 
 
Introduction: 
For a year, we have had the grace and the great happiness, as a Salvatorian 
Family, of having Fr. Francis Jordan declared Blessed by the Church. We have 
carried out many internal initiatives as a Salvatorian Family. We have also 
involved people with whom we share our charism and spirituality. For eleven 
months we’ve had the opportunity to meditate on the Salvatorian Family 
Charter and other themes of our life, mission and identity.  We’ve done this 
taking into serious consideration our own history and the call of the Church 
today. Altogether we have had 11 prayer services. We will conclude this cycle 
of prayerful meetings with a brief reflection and meditation on the Gospel of 
John 4: 5-42, which has a lot to say about our Salvatorian mission. 
 
Invocation to the Holy Spirit 
(Prayer or song) 
 
Symbol: (you can arrange the room with the Bible, the image or figure of Fr. 
Francis Jordan, a candle and container with water) 
 
Song of Acclamation  
 
Proclamation of the Gospel: John 4:5-42 

 -Silence... 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
a) In our baptism we were welcomed as sons and daughters of God, and 
members of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church. However, this ritual is not 
enough to guarantee that we are on the path proposed by Jesus. We need to 



become involved and take to heart Christ's proposal. In other words, we need 
to try to make the Kingdom of God happen among us. 
 
b) This Gospel text speaks of the meeting of a Samaritan woman with Jesus, 
the Divine Savior. We often hear people say that there are coincidences 
between certain events. However, for us Christians, we say that what happens 
is providential, that is, the result of Divine Providence. Jesus would have had 
no need to go through Samaria. He could have gone to Galilee using other 
routes. However, John 4:4 tells us: “It was necessary to pass through Samaria”. 
We can understand this, “it was necessary”, as God's desire. The important 
fact here is that the narrative expresses that Jesus was tired of walking and sat 
down by the well. Often tiredness gives us the possibility of taking a look at 
ourselves and of facing our own limits. In a world that values “chronos” (time) 
so much, we run the risk of not even stopping to rest. We are always on the 
move doing something and we often fail to stop a bit to be with Jesus and our 
own inner selves. 
 
c) While Jesus was at the well, a Samaritan Woman arrived. She intended to do 
just what she was used to doing: draw water from the well. What she did not 
expect was that a man, a Jew, would ask her for water. We know of the 
difficulties that Jews and Samaritans had in reciprocal relationships. Many 
times we also fail to relate to others because of prejudices towards certain 
people or cultures. We live in a society that leads many people to establish 
bonds based on external appearances, or other interests. The Samaritan didn't 
know to whom she was speaking. She was clear that this well was special, 
because here Jacob had given his sons a drink. The place was rich with special 
meaning, full of memories that had been passed down from generation to 
generation. 
 
d) What place(s) bring me to an encounter with the sacred? What place(s) 
most put me in touch with the presence of God? Is there a special place that 
helps me remember an encounter with God? 
 
e) The woman was surprised about how Jesus could possibly draw water, if he 
didn't have a bucket. She was being logical. We live in a world which demands 
that we calculate everything, that we seek more and more the accuracy of 
things. Therefore, we find here a situation that also questions us. Often, we do 
not leave room for God to act, we simply assume that everything is, at least, 
minimally calculated and set. God, however, surprises us so that we become 
aware that life is not a mathematical formula. The bucket provided security for 



the woman to draw water. What are the buckets that I take with me and that 
do not always set me free for God to show himself and surprise me? 
 
f) Jesus seized the moment to catechize. We understand catechesis as an 
opportunity to look at the world through God’s eyes, thus going beyond our 
own vision. The verb “to know” appears several times in this narrative.  Let us 
remember that to know from a Salvatorian perspective, is, to have an 
experience. It is also important to remember the countless meanings that 
“water” has in the Old and New Testaments. It is a sign of life, in the sense of 
purifying; it reminds us of the Spirit of God (Is 44: 3-4); it symbolizes salvation 
(Ez 47:1-12; Is 12:3); it is living water to renew the people (Jer 2: 13). The water 
that Jesus offers is special (John 4:14). 
 
g) Jesus helps the Samaritan woman to realize that, in order to drink the water 
he offers, it is necessary that the person be confronted with their own history, 
including infidelities and sins. Therefore, Jesus speaks of the dimension of 
marriage that can be understood, as the alliances made with so many people 
and things. How many covenants have been made in the course of life in which 
God has not been contemplated? In the choices I make in my daily life, do I 
think about God? 
 
h) The more the Samaritan woman gets involved with Jesus, the more she feels 
free to touch on more intimate matters as the place of true worship to God. 
Only gradually does she realize that this man is not only a Jew, but a prophet. 
And in the course of the experience, she realizes that she has met the Messiah. 
 
i) As a result, the Samaritan woman, who experienced this personal contact 
with Jesus, invites others to also enter into the same experience of 
encountering the Savior. She says: “Come and see a man who told me 
everything I did” (John 4: 29). This "come and see" signifies the depth of her 
encounter with Jesus. Then, others will also have the same experience of the 
Savior (Jn 1,41-45). 
 
j) The Samaritan woman’s invitation reaches others who then ask Jesus to 
remain with them (John 4: 39). Here is the great meaning of being Salvatorian: 
having a personal and experiential experience of an encounter with Jesus and 
inviting others to enter the path that leads to the Savior. From that point on, 
each one of us will be able to say: “Stay with us, Lord” (Luke: 24, 29), because 
we will be convinced that “... this is truly the Savior of the world” (John 4: 42). 
 



Sharing / Deepening: 
What most questioned me in this reflection? 
For what do I want to thank / ask Jesus the Savior? 

 
Thanksgiving prayer 

for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 
O God of love and kindness, 

we give you thanks for raising up for your people 
the inspiring example of 

Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 
Please hear our prayer, 

that through his intercession, 
we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 

with zeal and trust, as he did. 
Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 

with the desire to save all people. 
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 

Savior. 
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
Glory be… (3x) 

 
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
bless you and sanctify you,  
strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  
until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 

 


