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Guide to Celebrate the Year of Thanksgiving in honor of Blessed Father Francis Jordan 
Theme: Charter of the Salvatorian Family 

July 2021 
 

“There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit and there are a variety of services but the same 
Lord; and there are a variety of activities but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone.” 
1 Cor 12: 4-6 

 

Introduction: 

It is with great joy that today we open the Year of Thanksgiving for the Beatification of our beloved 
Founder, Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. His life and holiness is a model for us as we follow 
the Savior. In this moment of prayer, we want to enter into communion with all members of the 
Salvatorian Family in order to give thanks to the good God for the gift of the Charism granted to our 
Blessed Spiritual Father, for the benefit of the whole Church and of all humankind. Father Jordan 
wanted to bring people of all vocations and from all parts of the world together so that united they 
would know and proclaim Jesus as the Savior of the world. Today we are the fruit of his work and of 
all those who have preceded us in faithfully living out this call. 

Invocation of the Holy Spirit (song or prayer) 

Symbols: (You can arrange the environment of the room with an image / photo of Blessed Fr.Francis 
Jordan, the Globe and the Salvatorian Family Charter) 

Biblical Text: 1 Cor 12: 4-13 
 Read, be silent, meditate…. 
 

Reflection on the Salvatorian Family Charter 
 

“Therefore, work closely together to exercise the apostolate of announcing Christ  
so that lumen luceat, “the light may shine.”  (Jordan Talks, February 1, 1901) 

 
Let us briefly recall the history that led to where we are today: beginning with the first intuitions and 
writings in which Fr. Francis Jordan seeks to describe a plan for his work, we find the dream of an 
apostolic movement that involved several vocations, professions, as well as different forms of 
dedication and time to engage in the purpose of the project. We know that, historically this plan did 
not materialize, however, the spiritual gift and missionary mandate expressed above, especially in 
John 17:3, did in fact survive and transcend the practical and canonical issues that arose. 
 
With the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the Church formally recognized the wealth of Apostolic 
Charisms that gave rise to many congregations and missionary works in the 19th century.  It called 
on all of them to make a return trip to their founding origins.  That's when we Salvatorians 
rediscovered documents, spiritual writings, letters, and sketches of Father Jordan’s plans, etc.  These 
contained the passionate dream of the young man, John Baptist Jordan, our spiritual father. One 
entire generation of Salvatorians (members of the Society and of the Congregation) then went to 
great lengths to bring to light these original writings with hopes to refound the two existing 
congregations, based on these 
original sources. They sought to clarify and experience the true Salvatorian identity.  In addition, 
they sought to refound the lay movement that for diverse historical reasons had been left along the 
wayside before the Council. This search for Salvatorian identity continues today because each 
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individual and each generation needs to be imbued with the charism and embrace it in the reality of 
its own day to day living. 
 
Therefore, we open this Year of Thanksgiving, first of all with gratitude to God: for reconstituting us 
as a “family”, in which diverse vocations and personal gifts come together in order to live the same 
spirituality and mission.  This is truly a service to the Church and to all of humankind. In 2002, the 
General Chapters of the Congregation and Society decided to take on the important task which 
would involve all Salvatorians from all three branches, to formulate a Charter that defines the, 
Common Salvatorian Identity, Mission and Spirituality of us all. This participatory process lasted five 
years and culminated in the drafting of the “Charter of the Salvatorian Family”.  
 
During this period, the Lay Salvatorians officially became the International Community of the Divine 
Savior (ICDS). In order to carry out a long-term plan to develop a common declaration that reflected 
the global involvement of all the members, a team was formed with representatives of the three 
branches to coordinate a participatory process, formulate a method and schedule the work. As a 
result in 2006, a well-developed draft of the Salvatorian Family Charter was presented to the 
Chapters of the Society and the Congregation and to the General Assembly of ICDS.  Each group was 
able to offer amendments and eventually give their provisional (ad experimentum) approval to the 
text of the Charter.  During the next six years, the Charter was experienced and implemented locally 
by all Salvatorians.  Finally in the 2012 General Chapters and General Assembly, the Charter of the 
Salvatorian Family was approved.  From that time onward, it has become a document that declares 
who we are.  It states that our common mission, spirituality and charism are experienced by all 
Salvatorians in all three branches of the Salvatorian Family. 
Following this approval, the International Charism Commission prepared texts and celebrations for 
the deepening of the contents of the Charter.  These are available online on international web pages 
and in books that some units have published in their own languages. That important material can be 
revisited and savored again by all Units. 
 
However more than just letters and texts, the Charter requires your experience, because, as already 
stated, the Charter has its roots in the original intuition of our Founder, Fr. Francis Jordan, who wanted 
to involve many people in his apostolic plan.   “Priests of all Catholic rites and lay people, who, 
having left all like the holy Apostles, `behold we have left all and followed you,’ devote 
themselves totally and in every possible way through the spoken and written word, and above 
all also in schools and seminaries for the indigenous in their own lands, as professors, doctors, 
teachers, preachers, writers, printers, catechists, etc., wherever the greater glory of God will 
call for it.  For women, there are sisters who, being joined by similar statutes, educate the 
girls.”  (Symna Document, 1880) 

Therefore, the mission of “knowing the living and true God and his Son Jesus Christ” and of 
making Him known and loved by following the example of the Apostles is a life plan whose 
goal is personal sanctification that must be expressed communally in apostolic actions.  Our 
Founder strongly insisted that his spiritual sons and daughters must zealously live their 
vocation and mission.  “……by all the means compatible with our calling in life, eagerly 
attend to your own salvation and to that of your neighbor.” (Jordan Talks February 5, 1897).  
Our thanksgiving for the beatification of Fr. Francisco Jordan begins, therefore, by recalling 
gratefully the memory of our collaboration as a Salvatorian Family in our Unit and wherever 
we live. 
 
Sharing / Deepening: 
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Share experiences and signs of collaboration that made us grow in unity among the branches of the 
Salvatorian Family. 
You can offer spontaneous prayers of thanksgiving. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Beatification of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 
Attention>>>>   (Insert new Prayer here) 

 
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189) 

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
bless you and sanctify you, 

strengthen and multiply you 
like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens 

until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 
 

 
 


