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“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;  
let it be done to me according to your word.” 

(Luke 1:38) 
 

Introduction: 
In this second thanksgiving prayer service for the beatification of our beloved Founder Fr. Francis 
Jordan, we will meditate on our personal Salvatorian vocation, in light of the Founder’s vocation. 
Throughout history, we have countless reports of people whose lives were transformed after having a 
mystical experience. We can look at the lives of so many saints who, after having experienced the love 
of God in their lives, began to dedicate their days to show others, how much this experience had 
transformed them. All of them understood, after this mystical encounter, that an even greater 
commitment to God and his mission were needed. It became even more necessary for them to have 
an impact on the reality in which they lived and to reveal to everyone the urgency of seeking to live in 
accordance with the will of God. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit (song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (You can arrange the environment of the room with a globe and sandals.) 
 
Biblical Text:  Luke 1: 26-38 
 Read, be silent, meditate …. 
 

Reflection on our Salvatorian Vocational Call 
 

“You know well how fields of [apostolic] work are increasingly opening up for us,  
and how much we could do if we lived up to our holy vocation”  

 Jordan Talks 1895/12/20 
 
We know the reality and the context in which Fr. Francis Jordan was born and grew up. We can say that 
the countless revolutions and their consequences caused humanity to make certain choices. However, 
many people did not have a choice and were simply carried along by the current of the times.  In the 
midst of it all, the young Jordan replied to a colleague who was doubtful of his decision to do something, 
"quite often, God chooses as instruments for the realization of his designs, those who are, in 
themselves, most inadequate for the purpose" (Fr. Jordan and His Foundations, 49). So, in the town of 
Gurtweil, God touched the heart of a humble boy, John Baptist Jordan, very early. At the age of 12, 
during the time of his First Eucharist, he experienced the special presence of God in his life. Despite 
material poverty and the difficulties it presented in being able to study, Jordan discerned a specific call 
to dedicate himself to the service of God through the priesthood. Later, during his advanced studies in 
preparation for the priesthood, Jordan experienced another calling. He began to realize that in the 
reality that surrounded him there was a voice that cried out and resonated in his heart. At that time, the 
Church in his homeland was suffering the onslaught of growing secularism and an anti-Catholic political 
atmosphere. In other places even larger social movements were rapidly growing such as: the industrial 
revolution, new scientific discoveries, the process of unification of nations, the birth of democratic 
governments, and new philosophies that produced and resulted in a cultural revolution that clashed 
with old patterns of life and belief systems. Jordan notes that in the face of these great societal changes, 
Christians stood on the sidelines, without the theological, catechetical and spiritual formation they 
needed in order to position themselves according to Gospel values.  As a result, they were often 
confused by the many ideas and proposals surrounding them. On July 1, 1875, Jordan begins making 
notes about his mystical experience that will lead him to remain attentive, prayerful and actively 
listening in order to discover the will of God. “What is a mere mortal that You take notice?  The Lord has 
had mercy on His sinful servant; and visited him with His grace.” writes Jordan in his notebook (SD I/ 1). 
 
Gradually during 1878-1879 while at St. Peter’s Seminary, Jordan deepened his prayer life, meditating 
on the Word of God and reading many books by spiritual masters in preparation for receiving Holy 
Orders.  During that time, the call to apostolic life began to become clearer and more absolute. He 
writes, “At an appropriate time each day turn to God for advice.  Ask for enlightenment so you may 
fulfill His most holy will, that He might be known and loved by all.”(SD I/59). In that first annotation, the 
trace of a universal apostolic spirituality appears.  This will be confirmed in another annotation, which 
synthesizes the inspiration of the Spirit that permeated Father Jordan’s existence: “This is eternal life, 
that they may know You the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. (John 17: 3)” (SD I/83). 
 



After his diaconate ordination, on March 16, 1878, he writes: “Oh carry out the work you plan, with the 
help of God and Mary’s intercession, for the glory of God and the salvation of souls…” (SD I/119). Then, 
inspiration begins to take on more concrete shapes. He notes in a prayer: “Oh my Lord and my God, with 
Your help grant that I may be able to carry out that undertaking for Your honor, so that all may be 
imbued with Your sacred doctrine, and that burning with Your love, I may pour out my life for you, i.e., 
for your glory, Amen (SD I/120). 
  
Salvatorian historians have already provided us with beautiful material that helps us understand how Fr. 
Francis Jordan tried to answer the questions of his time. His trip to the Holy Land will mark the 
confirmation of this clamor that burned inside him. It became necessary for him to put into practice 
what he had been discerning and realizing was a call from God. Among all the deeply moving accounts 
of this trip, he notes: “Carry out the work with all your strength; let nothing discourage you; Do it solely 
for the glory of God and seek consolation in Him alone.  Pray much, converse with the saints, never 
looking for consolation in anything earthly.  Even if everything seems lost, God will not abandon you nor 
will His dear Mother.” On Mount Carmel, April 14, 1880” (SD I/155+). 
 
With deep gratitude to God for the vocation of Blessed Francis Jordan, we now want to revisit our own 
vocational history, meditating on the work of God in us, and on the steps in our own discernment as we 
say our “yes” today. The Spirit of God always descends upon us in the present moment. Today, the Spirit 
calls us once again, within our own conditions and context, to live anew our vocational call to know and 
make the Savior known and loved by all peoples and nations, through all the ways and means that 
Christ's love inspires in us. 

Vocational Prayer 
Choose a vocation prayer and pray it 

together for Salvatorian vocations 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Beatification of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan  
Attention>>>>   (Insert new Prayer here)  

  
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
bless you and sanctify you,  

strengthen and multiply you  
like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  

until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886)  


