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“When they had brought their boats to shore, 

 they left everything and followed him.  
Luke 5:11 

 
INTRODUCTION 
God, throughout salvation history, has shared his plans with humanity. As God's people journeyed 
forward, they realized that God had a dream for them.  However not everyone embraced that dream 
and many were lost because they became enchanted by passing things such as: idols, power 
(dominating others), holding on to things (accumulating), pleasure (irresponsible and self-centered ways 
of living). As we gather this month, we are going to pray the Gift of the Charism that the Holy Spirit gave 
to Father Francis Jordan. We, his spiritual sons and daughters, who have received this gift as an 
inheritance, bring it engraved in our name: Salvatorians! 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit (song or prayer) 

Symbols: You can arrange the environment of the room with a fishing net, a Bible and a globe. 

Biblical Text: Luke 5:1-11 
 Read, be silent, meditate…. 
 

Reflection 
Salvatorian Charism and Identity 

 
“On September 6, 1880,  

I was received alone 
in a private audience with His Holiness Leo XIII  

concerning the founding of the Society.  (SD I/157ƚ) 
 
The son of God, Jesus Christ our Savior, came to reveal who the Father truly is and what his plan is for 
humanity. The salvation brought by Jesus is for everyone and for all times. Nobody is excluded. Jesus 
used a very interesting methodology: he formed a group of apostles who would then do the same, that 
is, announce the message of the Reign of God and train others to do the same thing. Thus, many would 
have access to Jesus' message and could commit themselves to his mission. It was no different with 
Blessed Fr. Francis Jordan. As we saw in our previous prayer service, he had an intuition that first moved 
his heart as a young student. Jordan understood that this intuition came from God, as a result, he 
directed himself toward others, with the desire that everyone, in all nations, would know Jesus the 
Savior. Our Founder gradually discerned and welcomed God's plan for himself, a plan which would 
include many people. 



 
Just as Jesus called the disciples, instructed and sent them, Francis Jordan discovered that he 

was also to involve many people who would help make Jesus Christ known and loved by all. Fathers 
Bonaventure Lüthen and Frederick von Leonhardi were the first to join him in 1881. The following year it 
was Teresa von Wüllenweber's turn to commit herself to the proposal. The group grew ... From a very 
early age onward Fr. Francis Jordan had people by his side who believed in his proposal.  We need only 
to look at the letter he wrote to Cardinal Massaia, on July 31, 1880, saying, among other things, that 
“the good God blessed our enterprise. There are already several members, including some bishops ... we 
can now establish the first house in Rome, that is, in Italy, the center of Catholicism, where a few of the 
first degree will make the novitiate and establish ourselves ....” 
 

Just as Jesus called, instructed and sent the disciples, Francis Jordan was discovering that he 
should also involve many people who would help him make Jesus Christ known.  From the beginning, Fr. 
Francis Jordan was clear that his project was not something aimed at a specific place, nor a specific type 
of apostolic action. Rather, it was for the whole world, through all the ways and means, that Christ's 
charity inspired. In one of the writings found in the archives of the Cassianeum of Ludwig Auer, we read 
the following description: "the Apostolic Teaching Society (ATS) is a catholic (non-national) union of 
forces ... formed in three degrees" (DSS II, p. 69 -90). So, we see that Fr. Francis Jordan dreamed of 
bringing together the living forces of the Church. Thus, he presented the ATS Statutes of 1880: "The 
union of Catholic forces from around the world: The Apostolic Teaching Society must be a valuable point 
of support for the associations and institutions that already exist, and favorable ground for the 
emergence of new institutions." He intended to support, train and enhance the initiatives of Christians 
in order to promote evangelization and deepen Christian life as a whole. He understood that it was 
necessary to welcome and prepare people willing to evangelize and continue to cultivate Christian faith 
and science. 

 
For this reason, among the traits that today still identify Salvatorians, is the commitment to the 

theological and spiritual Christian formation of people, especially leaders. This is not a simple pastoral 
activity in the midst of other activities present in our apostolic plans. The Formation of Christian leaders 
is founded on the charism that the Holy Spirit gave to Father Francis Jordan.  We find it expressed over 
the years in the following directions, written in his own hand and expressed in a growing and ever 
persistent manner. 

a. “Found a Society … teach and train students … from all peoples and nations and 
languages … so that they become the salt of the earth with which it shall be well salted.” 
(Statutes of the Catholic Society March, 1878.) 

b. “The goal of this Society is that, with the help of divine grace, the members work not 
only for their own sanctification and perfection but with the aid of the same divine 
grace, also labor and toil intensely devoting themselves – by instruction, formation and 
teaching through the spoken and written word wherever in the world the greater glory 
of God will require it according to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Go to all the 
peoples and teach them...”, so that every thinking creature may more and more come 
to know the true God and Him whom He has sent, Jesus Christ....”  (Smyrna Draft, 1880) 

c. “Dearly Beloved: teach all nations, especially the little ones to know the true God, the 
Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.” (Rule for the 2nd Order, 1888) 



Instruct, teach, form... are verbs used by the Founder that, perhaps, in the current languages are 
not the most suitable for our time and cultures. However, the spirit they contain is what gives us our 
“apostolic” identity.  We are those who “go out” announcing what we have experienced in our being, 
namely, the knowledge of Christ as Savior. For this reason, Salvatorians are mediators, facilitators, and 
companions on the journey for other people, groups and communities who seek God and the good of all 
humankind in order that they may become “effective salt” in the Church, among all people and in the 
Common House. This apostolicity of proclamation and teaching as a permanent cultivation of faith and 
truth is what identifies us and requires from us constant discernment, choice and decision-making in 
order to be truly a Salvatorian service in the Church and in the world. 

 
Sharing and Deepening 

  
As Salvatorians, how can we create or innovate our apostolic actions involving other people in 

such a way that they, in turn, make Jesus Christ, the Savior, known, loved and followed? 
 
[End with Beatification Prayer, and blessing of Father Jordan] 
 
 


