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“And everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and started to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them to express themselves. ” (At 2.4) 
 
Introduction: 
How are we to be God's presence in a world marked by signs of death? We find in 
some places an increasingly accelerated indifference to religion. Social inequality is 
growing in all parts of the world and the number of people living in subhuman 
situations is also increasing everywhere. In recent times there is also a growing 
hatred for the poor, for people considered “outside” of a pre-conceived model of a 
human being. Violence against them has become normal in many places. Violence 
of all kinds: face-to-face and virtual. So much so that the Spanish philosopher Adele 
Cortina has suggested a term to define this situation: aporophobia (from the Greek, 
á-poros = destitute, poor; plus phobos = fear, hostility, rejection). Humanity has 
developed a social aporophobia. In this meeting we will reflect on how to live our 
Salvatorian mission, responding to these challenges of our present time. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (the environment can be arranged with photographs of apostolates and 
figures representing the local and global reality) 
 
Biblical Text: Ac 2, 1-12 
- Read, be silent, meditate... 
 

Reflection on 
Salvatorian Mission Today 

 
“Dearly Beloved:  teach all nations, 

especially the little ones,  
to know the true God and him who he has sent, Jesus Christ.” 

(Introduction of the 1884 Rule of the 1st Order of the CTS) 
 
Observing the attitude and life of Blessed Fr. Francis Jordan, we realize that we are 
heirs of an open spirituality that welcomes all people. Everyone has the right to know 
the Good News of salvation brought by Jesus. We are asked to go out of ourselves 
and leave our personal interests behind in order to meet others, leading them to 
recognize the presence of the Savior God through our witness and gestures of 
solidarity and care for life. As Salvatorians, we are called to continue the salvific work 
of Jesus, announcing salvation to every creature. Thus, we help free human beings 
from the slavery of death, that is, from the exclusions and injustices that our 



exclusionary culture imposes on the most fragile poor who have so many different 
faces today. 
 
In order for us to be prophetic gospel witnesses, we need to work with others, in 
order to form leaders, so that, in turn, these people mature in faith and become 
proclaimers of that same salvation to many other people. It is in this context that Fr. 
Francis Jordan understood that our mission should not be something restrictive, but 
rather universal, broad, and comprehensive. That is, it engages all peoples globally, 
all people in all their dimensions, making use of all the means that can generate life 
in abundance. This also includes the care of creation, since as humans we are 
dependent on all forms of life on the planet in order to maintain the quality of our life 
and the lives with which we share our environment. 
 
Fr. Francis Jordan teaches us that we must walk in the footsteps of the Apostles, 
that is, go everywhere, into the geographical and also existential peripheries, 
following the call we hear from the Church today. Let us remember the words of the 
Founder, on the occasion of the sending of the first missionaries to the USA: “…you 
start your apostolic journey today.  You set out for a place on earth which is farthest 
away from us, farther than any of your spiritual brothers were yet sent, as you 
become our antipodes.” (Jordan Talks, June 27,1892). 
 
Salvatorian universality also welcomes all people in all their dimensions and 
situations of existence, as the Founder taught us: “All peoples, all nations, all races, 
all tribes, everyone - You are a debtor to all!  Do not rest until everyone knows, loves 
and serves Jesus the Savior.” (SD II/70). 
 
Finally, according to the love of Christ and the call of our Church, Salvatorian 
universality discerns the most appropriate means and ways to live the Salvatorian 
mission of making Christ known, loved and followed. Fr. Francis Jordan also gave us 
this clear indication: “Therefore, I would like to admonish you again,… in every way 
possible, as your status and your vocation allow, to work together to promote and to 
achieve the exalted goal of the Society.” (Jordan Talks, January 29, 1897). 
 
We must allow ourselves to be guided by the creativity that the Holy Spirit inspires, 
so that we know how to share with our brothers and sisters the goodness and love of 
God for us, in Christ, our Savior. And for this, the Spirit guides us when, as an 
apostolic body, that is, in community and in mutual collaboration, we remain in 
discernment regarding the calls and mandates that He makes to us in the local and 
global reality of the mission. The mission belongs to the Holy Trinity, who out of 
kindness and love call us to collaborate and work on it. Discernment is like a 
permanent and ongoing new Pentecost, in which we experience the living presence 
of Jesus and the Spirit, challenging us and sending us in mission. 
 
The Spirit is always present and the mission is also always within the present time. 
This is why our thanksgiving for the Beatification of our Spiritual Father also 
becomes a call to review and bring new significance to our apostolic presence, in 
light of the present times. This means reviewing our language, ways and methods of 
acting, and looking at new places and situations in which the present reality and the 
Church present us with a gospel challenge. May we, as a Salvatorian Family, remain 
attentive and courageous in responding, in an updated way, to the missionary calls 



of our day, following the wise admonition of our Founder: “If we desire to exercise 
the same office as the apostles we need the Holy Spirit.  What will we accomplish if 
we are not illuminated and guided by the Holy Spirit?”(Jordan Talks, June 4, 1897). 
 
 
Sharing / Deepening: 
The apostles announce the joys of the Risen Lord. As a Salvatorian Family, in what 
situations today are we called to be the presence of the Risen One both locally and 
globally? 
 

Thanksgiving prayer 
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

 
O God of love and kindness, 

we give you thanks for raising up for your people 
the inspiring example of 

Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 
Please hear our prayer, 

that through his intercession, 
we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 

with zeal and trust, as he did. 
Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 

with the desire to save all people. 
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our 

Divine Savior. 
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
Glory be… (3x) 

 
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
bless you and sanctify you,  

strengthen and multiply you  
like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  

until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886)  
 
 


