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"Do not conform to this world, but transform yourself, renewing your mind, so that you can 
discern what is the will of God, what is good, pleasant and perfect." (Rom 12, 2) 

 
Introduction: 
Every Salvatorian can consider himself/herself an heir to the Charism that the Holy Spirit has 
bestowed on Blessed Fr. Francis Jordan. This in no way implies that each person is unable to 
also live their own unique and singular apostolic call which they received in Baptism.  As Pope 
Francis has said, “We should not grow discouraged before examples of holiness that appear 
unattainable.   There are some testimonies that may prove helpful and inspiring, but that we are 
not meant to copy, for that could even lead us astray from the one specific path that the Lord 
has in mind for us.  … we are called to be witnesses, but there are many actual ways of bearing 
witness.” (Gaudete et Exultate,11).   In the October prayer service we meditated on apostolic 
discernment as an ongoing Pentecost that helps us to live the Charism in an updated way, by 
responding to the questions that the Holy Spirit asks us from within the present reality. In this 
prayer service we will deepen our understanding of our personal mission and apostolic zeal 
from within our present ecclesial community and cultural experience.  We do this as heirs of a 
gift that is expressed in the two-fold call: to know Jesus and to make him known. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (you can ask each person in advance to bring something that expresses their 
apostolate) 
 
Biblical Text: Rom 12, 1-13 
- Read, be silent, meditate... 
 

Reflection on 
Salvatorian Mission today 

 
“At least once a week, investigate whether the apostolic spirit pervades the Society everywhere; 

if you find it lacking then pray with all your might, and full of holy zeal introduce [it] 
everywhere….” (SD I/197) 

 
The two-fold call to know Jesus and to make him known is like two sides of the same coin. If 
one is missing, the essence of the coin is changed. For this reason, our Founder was insistent 
that his spiritual sons and daughters should walk in the footsteps of the Apostles, as they 
personally experienced the resurrected presence of Christ for this impelled them to announce 
him without fear: “like these same Holy Apostles [Peter and Paul], you are always animated by 
apostolic zeal! ” (Jordan Talks, June 28, 1901). Where does this apostolic zeal upon which our 
Blessed Founder so much insists come from? How can we remain enthusiastic, zealous and 
animated by the mission, even when the cross assaults us or when our physical energy 
diminishes? It seems that he often points out to us three paths that intertwine in our lives: the 
path of prayer, apostolic discernment and the way to go out of oneself. In the following words, 
he condenses this journey: “And, how should we exercise apostolic zeal in us? We must 
become “sal terrae (salt of the earth)” and “lux mundi (light for the world)”. We must stand out 
for holiness and science. Do not neglect, therefore, these two means! ” (Jordan Talks, April 
29,1898). The attitude of discernment is presented here as a science, to be aware, aware of this 
call to holiness, not for a false sense of salvation, but for a way to go out of ourselves, no matter 
what our position or situation in life. 
 
Fr. Francis Jordan also warns us that everything we are is mission: “We cannot fail to 
appreciate that each one in his/her place can already do a great deal through prayer, strict 
observance, and through using all their strength to remain united.  In this way each one, as far 
as one’s position allows, spreads light and warmth everywhere.  Let each of us use every 
opportunity to spread fire – apostolic fire – for the one who is on fire enkindles fire everywhere: 
in writing letters, in relationships, in other opportunities. ” (Jordan Talks, May 11, 1894).  
Space and time change, but they will always offer us opportunities to transmit “light and 
warmth”. These terms are frequent in the Founder's writings, and he often repeats that we must 



burn, ignite with enthusiasm and zeal, because only in this way do we witness and transmit, with 
works and words, the knowledge of Jesus the Savior. 
 
It is also important to consider two other terms in this passage: "each one" and "their proper 
place". Our Blessed Founder reminds us that each person is unique, singular and contributes 
his/her gifts in a particular way to the common mission of the apostolic body which is the group, 
the community, the Church. Each one or each "apostolic body" responds to the Spirit's call from 
within a specific place, a language, a set of symbols and unique cultural experience. It is from 
there that they must illuminate the seeds of the Word and identify the breath of the Spirit who 
points out the ways, the methods, and the situations in which the proclamation of the Savior is 
called for and needed. 
 
In this way, the need to be people with open ears, eyes, minds and hearts in order to listen, see, 
discern and act in the present time and in an updated way grows again in each of us.  This must 
happen in order to make it possible for other people to experience the Saving Love of Jesus 
Christ. Places and times change and we are asked to transform ourselves, so that our witness, 
our language and our apostolic action can be understood in the here and now, within the 
cultures in which we live.  This is necessary because the Word is made flesh in human history. 
For this reason, an ongoing reinterpretation of spiritual sources and the charism through the 
lens of our present reality is inherent in our Salvatorian identity.  These sources will continue to 
inspire and nourish our apostolic zeal, enthusiasm and ardor in each new time in history. 
 
In this year of thanksgiving for the Beatification of our Spiritual Father, we are invited, more than 
ever, to reinterpret and bring new significance to both our active or more passive apostolic 
presence. 
 

Sharing / Deepening: 
Share the most significant Salvatorian apostolic presence that I have experienced and for which 
I want to thank God. 
 

Thanksgiving prayer  
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan  

  
O God of love and kindness,  

we give you thanks for raising up for your people  
the inspiring example of  

Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.  
Please hear our prayer,  

that through his intercession,  
we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation  

with zeal and trust, as he did.  
Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan,  

with the desire to save all people.  
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 

Savior.  
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.  Amen.  
Glory be… (3x)  

  
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)   

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit   
bless you and sanctify you,   

strengthen and multiply you   
like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens   

until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886)   
 


