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“Eternal life is this: may they know you, the only true God, 

and the one you sent, Jesus Christ ”(Jn 17: 3) 
 
Introduction: 
In this meeting we will immerse ourselves in the spirituality experienced by Blessed Fr. Francis 
Jordan. We will let ourselves be touched by this inheritance which we have as his spiritual sons 
and daughters. His holiness and exemplary life of following Christ bring us elements that 
challenge and question our image of God, Christ and the Holy Spirit.  This is especially true in 
our cultures that often excuse themselves from the cross and seek a more comfortable religion 
with immediate results. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (you can arrange the environment with the Bible and the Spiritual Diary) 
 

Biblical Texts: John 17: 3 
Matt 28:19-20 

Mark 16:15 
Dan 12:3 

- Read, be silent, meditate... 
 

Reflection on our spirituality inspired by the Founder's spirituality 
 

“You are called to be holy.  
Your task, your duty - the most sacred duty of your state in life - is to strive for holiness! ” 

(Jordan Talks, April 20, 1894) 
 
Fr. Kessler, the pious and zealous parish priest from Gurtweil, a small town in southern 
Germany where Blessed Fr. Francis Jordan was born, prepared the boy, John the Baptist 
Jordan, for his First Holy Communion. Tradition says that on the day of his first communion he 
was in the front row, attracting attention by his restless behavior. When the priest severely 
scolded him for his conduct, he apologized saying that he could not control himself because "a 
white dove was fluttering around his head and that, in the end, it flew to heaven." (P. Pfeiffer, 
Father Jordan and his Foundations, #18). 
 
This mysterious experience marks in Jordan the beginning of a journey of opening to the Holy 
Spirit and seeking to understand the will of God. Later, in the summer of 1875, we note an inner 
experience that will mark his spiritual life even more deeply.  This was when he began to write 
down his spiritual thoughts in a notebook. He had begun his studies of philology and theology 
the previous year.  These would continue until September 1877. During this same period he 
also participated in ecclesial events of his country, such as the Catholic Congresses. All of 
these contributed to his discernment of “that call”. He would comment later about this in a letter 
to Pope Leo XIII (March 10, 1882), in which he presents the Apostolic Teaching Society. 
Jordan claims to have received this inspiration even when he was a student and that, “to make 



sure that the inner impulse he felt came from the Spirit of the Lord, he prayed much and 
consulted experienced and prudent people of God.” (DSSXX, II, 43-47). 
 
When he entered Saint Pete's Seminary, in October 1877, for a year of preparation for priestly 
orders, this discernment seems to have intensified. In his Spiritual Diary we find a mystical 
process, which shows the depth and transcendence of his existence. God is acting, sharpening 
and preparing Jordan's spirit... Above all, God prepares him for suffering and the cross, so that 
he can identify himself entirely with Christ the Savior: “Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of God did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself taking the form of a servant being born in 
human likeness.”  (Phil 2: 5-7). During that time, he sought to deepen his prayer life, with 
meditation on the Word of God and spiritual reading of many spiritual teachers thoughout 
history. 
 
He discerns his apostolic vocation, in light of the political situation in Germany during that 
period and the difficult relationship between the State and the Church, as well as the process of 
de-Christianization that is beginning to intensify in his country. He experiences his calling in the 
midst of what he sees, that is, he meditates and reflects on the reality of the world around him.  
He notes, “Convert, you peoples, to the eternal Father, to the just and holy God.  You have 
provoked and rejected your Creator.  Rise up without delay, for the Lord is near!  In righteous 
anger the Almighty Judge mounts His holy throne to judge the nations who trample under foot 
His Bride [the Church] purchased with His precious blood!  Convert, you peoples and nations, 
for the Lord will judge the generations! ” (SD I/ 1). Everything seems to call Jordan to do 
something, to act and to collaborate in the mission of God ... and he is giving himself fully to 
this call: “With God’s help may I be totally consecrated and dedicated to Him; and finally, holy 
and pleasing, that I may surrender my life for my Beloved who is Jesus Christ, and that being 
holy I may depart from this life, a martyr of Christ.” (SD I/89). 
 
In the first sketches in which the plan of his work appears, we always see the biblical quotes 
that inspire him and give him a spiritual and apostolic foundation. While describing its purpose, 
members, norms, etc., invariably, there is also an appeal to each member who embraces this 
cause, to put themselves on a path of holiness: “The life of those who associate with this work 
is apostolic, that is, the following of the holy Apostles. (...) without effort toward their own 
perfection, no fruit is to be expected from their labors in the Lord’s vineyard. They are bound to 
make daily progress on the road to holiness. Let them, therefore, be mindful above all that all 
our progress is the work of divine grace, which they should in unceasing prayer implore for 
themselves from the Father of all light.”(Rule of 1882, DSS I, p. 19-26). 
 
In this way, it is confirmed once again that the condition that the work fulfill its mission is 
undoubtedly linked to the spiritual and actual experience of knowing Christ.  Only Christ can 
sustain the fidelity of the Apostle and maintain his\her ardor and zeal for the Church and for 
causes of justice wherever life is threatened in any way. Therefore, each member of the 
Salvatorian Family can only achieve this spirituality as he / she becomes involved in the two-
fold spiritual-apostolic dynamic of the Salvatorian Charism which is to know and make known, 
loved and followed, Jesus Christ, the Savior. 
 

 
Sharing / Deepening: 

Share a spiritual experience that marked your life as being Salvatorian. 
 

 
Thanksgiving prayer 

for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 
 



O God of love and kindness, 
we give you thanks for raising up for your people 

the inspiring example of 
Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Please hear our prayer, 
that through his intercession, 

we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 
with zeal and trust, as he did. 

Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 
with the desire to save all people. 

 
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 

Savior. 
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
Glory be… (3x) 

 
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and sanctify you,  

strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  

until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 


