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“I am no longer in the world; but they remain in the world and I will come back to you. 
Holy Father, keep them in your name that you gave me, so that they may be one as 

we are one.” (John 17, 11) 
 
Introduction: 
Salvatorian Collaboration, as an element of our identity, bears witness to the 
universal mystery of salvation. But it also bears witness to the possibility of 
relationships between those who are “different”, despite living in a globally connected 
world, standardized by consumerism even though often fragmented and divided by 
political and ideological polarizations. Therefore, Salvatorian collaboration is a way of 
resisting the individualism of today's culture. Let us return to this theme that is so 
essential for the Salvatorian Family, since the diversity of vocations, personal 
charisms and our three branches are a mark of identity of our presence in the 
Church. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (the environment can be arranged with the Salvatorian Family Charter and 
/ or Joint Collaboration Plans) 
 
Biblical text: Jn 17, 1-26 
- Read, be silent, meditate ... 
 

Reflection  
on inter-Salvatorian collaboration as prophetic witness in a globalized world. 

 
"Therefore, work closely together to exercise the apostolate of announcing Christ  

so that lumen luceat, “the light may shine.”   
(Jordan Talks, February 1,1901) 

 
In the context of the Church's call, Salvatorian collaboration can be seen as an 
"entrance", or an "immersion" into one of the greatest theological and spiritual 
insights of the Papacy of Francis, which is the "going forth". To go out of yourself, 
leave behind, the branch itself, the province, the region, the group, the parish, the 
country, etc., in order to encounter the “existential peripheries”, which are all the 
types of poverty that we find today in all countries and places. To go out together 
and take up our Salvatorian vocation as Apostles of the Savior. The early Apostles 
proclaimed the experience of living and learning from Jesus about the meaning of 
the Kingdom of God. Thus, there is no question that our collaboration is truly 
meaningful today, both in the world and in the Church. 
 



We are at risk of extinction in some regions of the world. There are few vocations in 
all branches. Elsewhere, there is little perseverance from those who formally 
embrace the Charism. In still others, Salvatorian Identity is weak and almost invisible 
among the members. Fortunately, in so many other places, there are people and 
collaborators from our apostolates who fall in love with Jordan's vison and seek to 
drink from his spirituality and live out the mission he taught us with great zeal. 
 
As we read in his writings, Fr. Francis Jordan did not think of a large mass of 
followers. In a passage from his Spiritual Diary he even wrote: “One individual 
inflamed with zeal for the faith is enough to lead a whole nation back aright.” (SD I/ 
200). Therefore, in order to be meaningful and to improve the world, it is necessary 
to be on fire with love based on the experience of an intimate knowledge of Jesus 
the Savior and zeal for the mission of the Church. It is necessary to be imbued with 
trust in Divine Providence, for this leads and animates us, even within our own 
smallness and fragility. 
  
The Salvatorian Family is, therefore, a concrete gift of the Holy Spirit for the Church 
and for human society.  This is due to the universality of its purpose:  in the footsteps 
of the Apostles, we announce the salvation offered by God to all peoples, through 
the mystery of the Incarnation of Christ.  In this sense, we do not just collaborate 
among ourselves and within the current branches.  Rather, it is characteristic of our 
charism to also collaborate with other ecclesial initiatives, with other Christians and 
even with other religions, organizations or groups that work to promote life and 
justice.  This way of acting and collaborating “in a network” stems from a tradition 
that goes back to the apostolic vocation of John Baptist Jordan and Teresa von 
Wüllenweber, when they were still in the process of discerning their vocations. Both, 
in their ecclesial and social contexts, actively participated in diverse collaborative 
initiatives, breaking down the barriers imposed by the politics of their times. The 
witness of both which we read about in their biographies is actually prophetic for it 
poses a profound question for us today.  This is especially true regarding the many 
demands for resources and facilities that we normally request in order to carry out 
our apostolates. 
 
They, however, "went forth!" Jordan was tenacious in his pursuit of participation in 
the many activities of associations and events such as the Catholic Congresses of 
the German church. Later, he inaugurated the first groups of laypeople in dioceses in 
Italy and Germany. Teresa, in turn, in addition to political restrictions, also had to 
face the taboo that was imposed on the participation of women in ecclesial and 
social events or activities. However, she did indeed "go forth" from her beautiful and 
comfortable Myllendonk Castle and undertook, for years, a search to find a way to 
fulfill her calling and her thirst to collaborate in the work of God. In 1876 she “went 
forth” from the castle permanently, moving to Neuwerk to start the Santa Bárbara 
Institute. There, in 1882, she discovered Jordan's work through the journal "The 
Missionary". This was the beginning. Between the years 1882 - 1888, collaboration 
between the two intensified.  We discover this when we read their dialogue in the 
many letters they exchanged (cf. M. Cerletty – Letter Dialogue SHS Section 1.2 
February 1997). 
 
Therefore, we can say that collaboration is registered in our Salvatorian DNA and 
that without it we cannot be completely as our Blessed Father Francis Jordan 



wanted.  “That which our Lord Jesus Christ so greatly wished for, that all might be 
one, is of the greatest importance for a religious institute, a religious family.  You 
know that little things grow where there is concord, and how often where it is lacking 
great things fall apart.” (Jordan Talks, January 28, 1898). 
 
At the last international meetings of the Salvatorian Family, held in 2018, an 
important commitment was made: “to promote the growth of the Salvatorian Family 
and to deepen our understanding of the intention of Fr. Francis Jordan by creating 
an apostolic movement that would unite all the forces of the Church in 
evangelization” (Docs. Chap. General and ICDS). This commitment invites us to 
consider expanding the members and branches of the Salvatorian Family beyond 
those that already exist, all according to our Founder's dream. 
       

Sharing / Deepening: 
Highlight a verse or idea from this text that illuminates and confirms your experience 
of inter-Salvatorian collaboration or with other groups. 
(Spontaneous prayers of request or thanksgiving can be expressed) 
 

Thanksgiving prayer 
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

O God of love and kindness, 
we give you thanks for raising up for your people 

the inspiring example of 
Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Please hear our prayer, 
that through his intercession, 

we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 
with zeal and trust, as he did. 

Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 
with the desire to save all people. 

 
Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 

Savior. 
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
Glory be… (3x) 

 
Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  

May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
bless you and sanctify you,  
strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  
until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 

 
 
. 


