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“Those who are wise shall shine, like the brightness of the sky;  
and those who teach justice to many will be like stars, for all eternity.” (Dan 12,3) 

 
Introduction: 
This month we will continue to thank Divine Providence for having received the Salvatorian 
vocation, not only as individuals, but as a large family that, even with its diversity of 
vocations and cultures, remains united by a common goal: to know and make known, loved 
and followed Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. May our experience of collaboration be a 
witness and contribute to the Church maintaining its apostolic zeal and above all its 
commitment to evangelization and the accompaniment of young people. 
 
Invocation of the Holy Spirit 
(song or prayer) 
 
Symbols: (the environment can be arranged with dry branches that represent global 
challenges and a candle, the light of the Savior) 
 
Texts: 
 
SD I, 58; 
"Press on relentlessly so the youth of every nation possible receive a good Christian 
upbringing, even if you must spill every last drop of blood for the honor of God.” 
 
SD III, 24 
“Our task is education and instruction of youth, also in elementary school where it is 
necessary.” 
 
Christus Vivit, n. 37 
“Christ’s Church can always yield to the temptation to lose enthusiasm because she no 
longer hears the Lord calling her to take the risk of faith, to give her all without counting the 
dangers; she can be tempted to revert to seeking a false, worldly form of security.  Young 
people can help keep her young.  They can stop her from becoming corrupt; they can keep 
her moving forward, prevent her from being proud and sectarian, help her to be poorer and 
to bear better witness, to take the side of the poor and the outcast, to fight for justice and 
humbly to let herself be challenged.  Young people can offer the Church the beauty of youth 
by renewing her ability to rejoice with new beginnings, to give unreservedly of herself, to be 
renewed and to set out for ever greater accomplishments.” 
 
- Read, be silent, meditate... 

 
Reflection  

Inter-Salvatorian collaboration as a witness and service to the Church  
in the evangelization of youth 

 
“Love one another in the Holy Spirit. 
May your love be manifested to all.” 



(Father Jordan’s Spiritual Testament) 
 
The Charter of the Salvatorian Family states that “As a Salvatorian Family, we seek to 
provide visible witness of men and women from diverse cultures and backgrounds working 
side-by-side in mission. We nurture trust and respect for the differences among us, learn 
from one another, and value the contribution that each is able to make for our life and 
mission” (Salvatorian Family Charter n. 14). 
 
In this Thanksgiving Year for the beatification of our dear Fr. Francis Jordan, we want to 
remember that he dreamed of a work in which many types of people would be included. 
Collaboration was referred to as “joining forces”. From the first sketches of his apostolic plan, 
he considered this as one of the “special” means to achieve the objectives of the Apostolic 
Teaching Society: “The union of Catholic forces from all over the world, through prayer, the 
spirit of Christian sacrifice, study, and work will be of utmost importance. The Apostolic 
Teaching Society must be a valuable point of support for associations and institutions that 
already exist, and a propitious ground for the emergence of new institutions. The Apostolic 
Teaching Society seeks to avoid the dispersion of forces in the Catholic sphere and to unite 
already existing enterprises.” (ATS Statutes of 1880 - DSS II, 69-90). 
 
Today, we can ask ourselves in what situations does the Church and the world need our 
hands and minds, united creatively, in order to be stronger and more proactive? We live in 
local situations in which we Salvatorians can certainly join forces to work together. But we 
are also experiencing global situations that generally impact everyone's lives, no matter 
where they are located. 
 
We can make a brief list of the global problems that transcend our local situations.  These 
challenge all of us to make a commitment to do something, by uniting our efforts.  A short list 
would include:  the protection of Planet Earth, our Common Home, is threatened; famines 
caused by inequality and wars; migration and movements of people fleeing to save their 
lives from a variety of threats; the crisis of an economic system that concentrates wealth, 
discards so much; induces consumerism, exploits and depreciates human and planet 
energies; the labor crisis and the lack of prospects for youth; an ethical crisis that impacts 
politics and jeopardizes the values of participation and national consensus; digital and 
person-to-person violence; trafficking in human beings and trade in organs; the powerful 
mafias that traffic arms, drugs, animals and people ...; the spiritual and meaning of life crisis 
that has been dragging on, and become acute with the emergence of COVID-19. Everything 
is so terrible and devastating that it makes us experience a feeling of helplessness and 
fragility. 
 
Even so, we, the Salvatorian Family, are called to seek out our place, to discern and decide 
in which of these global challenges we can invest our strengths, intelligence, passion and 
resources ... We already have international networks that have consolidated efforts.  Some 
of these are: 
- Action against human trafficking, in collaboration with many other networks, inside and 
outside the Church. 
- Action with local and global networks working for justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation, which we call JPIC. 
 
However, is this enough? In what projects are we really engaged? Pope Francis reminds us 
in the Encyclical Laudato Si ', in the item dealing with ecological conversion, which today 
imposes itself on all of us, that: “Social problems must be addressed by community networks 
and not simply by individual initiative... and that a union of skills and a unity of achievements 
that can only grow from quite a different attitude” will be necessary to reach any real 
solution. (LS # 219). Our charism is born out of our Founder's intuition that it is by uniting 
the living forces that we can reach and carry out God's plan for the world. 



 
Today, living forces are sparse in many places and situations even though there are also 
countless initiatives taken by groups of people, organizations, institutions and even 
governments, with which we can join to accomplish good deeds. But, beyond this, it seems 
that Blessed Francis Jordan wanted more: he desired that Salvatorians take the initiative to 
unify energies, to bring together dreams and forces that lead to a transformation of society, 
culture and a full Christian life. 
 
We can also ask ourselves how we are responding to a great apostolic concern of the 
Church today, which is the youth with their dreams, hopes, and possibilities for a new world 
which exist, paradoxically, within an abyss of frustrations and insecurities about the future. 
The Pope once again warns us, in the Post-Synodal Exhortation Christus Vivit, about the 
need to renew and relearn in order to venture out and “…to point to ideals other than those 
of this world, testifying to the beauty of generosity, service, purity, perseverance, 
forgiveness, fidelity to our personal vocation, prayer, the pursuit of justice and the common 
good, love for the poor and social friendship. (CV 36) In this way, there is no time to rest, 
except as one who sits at the feet of the Master to listen to him and to be with him. 
 
Sharing / Deepening: 
Share what apostolic call these texts provoke within your own context (situation of youth, 
injustices, poverty, etc.) 
 

Thanksgiving prayer 
for the Beatification of Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan 

O God of love and kindness, 
we give you thanks for raising up for your people 

the inspiring example of 
Blessed Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

Please hear our prayer, 
that through his intercession, 

we may be granted the grace to respond to our apostolic vocation 
with zeal and trust, as he did. 

Give us the courage to embrace our call like Fr. Jordan, 
with the desire to save all people. 

Enlighten us to be united in mission so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine 
Savior. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

Glory be… (3x) 
 

Blessing of Father Jordan (SD I/189)  
May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and sanctify you,  
strengthen and multiply you  

like the sands of the sea and the stars of the heavens  
until the end of time. Amen. (May 6, 1886) 

 
 
 


