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Viewing Signs of our Times
through the Lens of the Salvatorian Charism
Salvatorians around the world are engaged in many apostolic works and
responsibilities. We take our call to mission seriously. As we go about fulfilling our
commitments, we often find that the world around us and within us is changing at an evermore frenetic pace. How do we cope with this ever-changing reality? How are we integrating
our vocational response in this process? How do we plumb the depths of our own Salvatorian
charism for an approach that addresses the new times we experience? Do we ever take a
moment to stop and ask ourselves these important questions?
In some ways, perhaps many of us resemble Martha of Bethany who was just too busy
to join her sister Mary at the feet of Jesus in order to listen to him in a new way. The
International Joint Charism Commission (IJCC) would like to invite everyone in the Salvatorian
Family to take some “Mary-time” with the materials we have gathered here. We believe that
Jesus’ call to Salvatorians today will become clearer as we do this. In the reflections that
follow, you will see that we have identified three important signs of our times which have an
impact on us and the people we serve in our ministries all around the world. They are:
• A Crisis of Faith which shows itself in the growth of secularism as well as in an ever
deepening distrust of all institutions, including the Church.
• A Search for Spirituality which expresses itself as a thirst for meaning in life.
• Individualism and Individuality which have settled themselves within and around
us in both positive and negative ways.
We, of the IJCC, believe that each of these signs also finds a resonance in our
Salvatorian Charism. The founding vision of Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan was the
Holy Spirit’s gift to the Church and the world at a time in history when the seeds of today were
beginning to sprout. Fr. Jordan’s hope that a group of apostles from all walks of life would
have an impact on an unbelieving world is as relevant today as it was in the 1880s. He was
an apostle for his times; his spiritual sons and daughters are meant to be apostles for this
time.
As you work with these materials on the signs of the times, we also invite you to return
to the set of reflections we published previously on the Salvatorian Family Charter. We see
our present materials as closely linked with those earlier reflections which you can find posted
on the international websites of both the Congregation and the Society.
Finally, we hope that this contribution from the IJCC can help us Salvatorians realize
that the beatification of Fr. Jordan is meant to be a gift to all believers. Our Charism, when
lived to its fullest potential, offers a Spirit-built foundation for the followers of Jesus at this time
in history. Today, those of us who call ourselves Salvatorian are challenged to live our own
vocation in a way that witnesses to this. May these materials assist you in your personal
response to this call.
S. Carol L. Thresher, sds
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The Growth of Secularization, The Crisis Of Faith,
and the Crisis of the Institutional Church:
A Sign of our Time

During the most recent session of the International Joint Charism Commission (Rome,
7-11 June 2010), composed of representatives of the three SDS branches, it was decided to
directly address, by means of a letter, all the members of the Salvatorian Family, in order to
face with evangelical and apostolic concern a sign of our time that appears more and more
evident in the world of today. We are not only convinced that this sign represents an important
challenge for our Salvatorian vocation, one that we should not neglect but rather should meet
in the spirit of our Founder, Father Jordan. Why? Fr. Jordan was not only acutely aware of the
signs of his time and how the Spirit was calling him and his community to respond; he then
responded with apostolic fervor to those signs.

We were very impressed by Father Andrew Urbański’s remarks when he reported, at
our meeting, on the annual Superior Generals’ conference of 2010 that was held in Rome on
the subject of “Europe and the challenges of consecrated life.” He helped us name and call
attention to what in reality we all feel more and more in our hearts. Here are a few words of
Fr. Andrew’s speech that summarize well the sign of our time upon which we wish to reflect in
this letter:

Europe and in particular Western Europe is increasingly moving away from
Christianity and from faith; religious life becomes less and less visible. The
perspective of a Europe without religion and without God has come to the
surface, not only in the refusal to recognize its Christian roots in the Constitution
that was adopted, but above all in a social growth characterized by the
irrelevancy of faith, privatization of religion, alienation from the Church and
disruption of families; in short, the refusal of everything that claims to be
Catholic and its structures … For various reasons, amongst others the cases
of several priests who have been unfaithful to their vocation, all this has
become, mainly in Western Europe, a tragic reality. Even though Western
Europe is a tiny part of the world, this reality also concerns other continents,
other cultures and mentalities … It seems that in certain parts of the world the
conviction of the existence only of an earthly life prevails over the need for
eternity and salvation. The number of people asking themselves existential
questions about other realities decreases. Although some show interest in
spirituality, they primarily seek authenticity and credibility in the life of
Christians. The question of the meaning of life seems to be a subject that could
foster a dialogue with the growing number of non-believers.
Although Fr. Andrew concentrates his observations mainly on Western Europe, he
adds as well that this sign of the time “also concerns other continents, cultures and
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mentalities.” Therefore, it goes without saying that certain questions arise in our Salvatorian
hearts, questions that touch us deeply: how evident is this sign of the time in our Salvatorian
reality? How does this sign influence our Salvatorian life and mission? And further, there is
another question that should be examined with courage and humility, not only by each one of
us personally but by all of our communities: might we, as well, have somehow provoked and
exacerbated this sign of the time through the way we have been or are living our life and
mission?

Let us try to reflect upon F. Andrew’s remarks because, as a matter of fact the growth of
secularization and the crises of faith and the institutional Church touch our being or not being
Salvatorians according to the charism bequeathed to us by the Founder.

Similarities between the contemporary situation and that in Fr. Jordan’s time
The first observation that struck us considerably was the realization that the
comparison between today’s situation and that of Fr. Jordan’s time shows how similar they
are. This fact generates in us both a sense of challenge and one of apprehension. This is why
we would like to share these concerns with all of you, dear sons and daughters of Fr. Jordan.
Let us consider together several points:

✓

In the Founder’s time there was a strong current of ideological atheism
(rationalism) that raised in his heart a great concern for the people who became
the real victims of this so very sad phenomenon. Fr. Jordan’s cry can immediately
be heard on the first page of his Spiritual Diary: “Convert, you nations, to the
eternal God, to the holy and just God. You have provoked and rejected your
Creator” (DS I,1). Recently in our day, an ideological atheism has emerged that is
rooted in the deification of “science” (sometimes referred to as “the new atheism”),
the consequences of which painfully affect various levels of our life. Abandoning
God has led to abandoning the innate dignity of the human person. One can
observe a denial of traditional beliefs and values as well as a creeping relativism
that question whether there is any universal truth. Apart from science, the focus
is on my truth and your truth, not on what is true for all.

✓

In our time there exists among many a sort of “practical atheism” that was also
present in Fr. Jordan’s time, though to a lesser degree than today. We witness
much more than our Founder a kind of “silent apostasy” of the “well fed” human
being who lives as if God didn't exist. This is something that can be observed even
among those who believe in God. We even witness a prevailing perspective on
the human person as “without God” and “without Christ.” On the other hand, there
are many Christians who try to live their faith but have difficulties when it comes
to integrating the gospel message in their daily life. They fail to live their faith in a
social and cultural context that is more and more secularized.

✓

As in Fr. Jordan’s time, we are nowadays confronted with the emergence of a new
culture without God, largely influenced by mass media, whose characteristics and
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content are often in contrast with the Gospel and the dignity of the human being.
We witness a constantly spreading moral and juridical religious agnosticism that
is rooted in the loss of the truth about the human person, this truth being the
foundation of the basic rights of each one of us.
✓

Fr. Jordan’s time was marked by the clash of contrasting theological movements.
On one side, there was a breaking away from traditional sources of authority and
a belief that all areas of human existence should be subject to reason; this
challenged some expressions of Christian belief and Catholic doctrine, such as
the doctrine of infallibility promulgated by Vatican Council I. On the other hand,
there existed the belief that absolute authority should be vested in the Pope. Fr.
Jordan reacted to these tendencies with a strong invitation to listen to the Church
and its teachings, and in particular to be united with the Roman Apostolic See.
Today, Catholics are also confronted with a broad spectrum of contrasting
theological movements. As the sons and daughters of Fr. Jordan, we are
constantly called to address the challenge of how to navigate these theological
currents in light of the Founder’s fidelity to Church teaching and to the Pope.

✓

There exists as well a positive similarity that ought to be continued and
developed. Fr. Jordan’s time was characterized by great strides toward the
freedom of the Church; lay people came together in gatherings, associations
and unions having projects for a new evangelization, where Fr. Jordan’s ideas
and work were present. Today, after Vatican Council II, we witness as well many
new initiatives and many new ecclesial movements that constitute the challenge
of new evangelization and await our collaboration.

✓

In the Founder’s time economic problems and social unrest had an impact on the
situation and so here too we can clearly see how the present situation reflects the
past. Today we observe, especially in the richer countries, the growth of a selfcenteredness that isolates individuals and groups, an increase of general ethical
indifference and an instinctive, knee-jerk preoccupation with one’s own interests
and privileges. We are in a period of spreading globalization but, strangely
enough, instead of moving toward a greater unity of humankind, we risk going
down a path that marginalizes the weaker and increases the population of the
poor on earth. (“Ecclesia in Europa,” nr 8)

There are obviously also some differences. Here are a few that we wish to highlight:

✓

One of the differences between the Founder’s time and ours is that, in his day,
even declared atheists respected gospel values. Nowadays, the situations when
Christians and the gospel are subject to hostility and persecution are more and
more frequent. Furthermore, nowadays in many countries, civil society is not
imbued with Christianity and faith as it was in Fr. Jordan’s time; consequently,
practicing Catholics feel themselves isolated and almost lost in a sea of religious
indifference. Belief often lacks joy and a firm foundation. At the same time, there
is a growing feeling of discouragement, an attitude of defensiveness, a sort of
Christian indifference.
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✓

Today, in contrast to Fr. Jordan’s time, there is a decrease in the missionary spirit
meant to bring the “little ones” to Christian and Catholic faith – especially children
and youth who do not believe. There is a lack of missionary fervor not only towards
the non-evangelized but also (toward) those, especially in Europe, who have
fallen away from the practice of their faith.

✓

Another difference is that today the credibility of the Church has been seriously
compromised by the crisis of sexual abuse and the attempt to conceal actual
instances of it. As Pope Benedict has observed, “Together with the immense harm
done to victims, great damage has been done to the Church and to the public
perception of the priesthood and religious life.”

✓

In our time there exists a greater disillusionment about institutions, directed not
only toward the Church but to other political and social institutions as well. Many,
mainly the youth, no longer perceive the institutional Church to be the object of
their quest and the place to find answers to their questions and their expectations.
Furthermore, they seem to fear that an experience in the Church may limit their
freedom.

Fr. Jordan’s answer

With his gifts of discernment and apostolic zeal, Fr. Jordan has become for us a strong
reference point when it comes to giving a response to a contemporary situation that challenges
our Salvatorian vocation. Let us examine carefully the answers that Fr. Jordan gave to what
he perceived to be the threats of the future (for example, in the case of a Europe without God,
as he explained in the first pages of his Spiritual Diary).

✓

Above all, the Founder responded radically with the proposal of a new
evangelization capable of bringing the Gospel “everywhere and to everyone,” not
only by traditional means but with the help of new and courageous initiatives as
well, ones meant to generate a sound faith and religious foundation, such as a
catechesis that not only targets memorization of answers to catechism questions
but also transmits the power of the Good News for the whole person. It can be
said that Fr. Jordan’s vision was that catechesis should be rooted in the Scriptures
and deepened in a heroic life of faith like those of saints (SD I, 70.74 (cf. I,61);
138; SD II,1) . Such catechesis would result in a lively faith in such a way that the
person, evangelizing him/herself, would become an apostle to others. One
shouldn’t forget that for Fr. Jordan catechesis was one of the main tasks of the
Salvatorian apostolate (SD I 58. 79 (cf. I, 154*); SD II, 27.38.42 [“The fruits will be
inconceivably great”]; DS III,24). It is touching to hear his “voice” in the Rule of the
Apostolate, where he encourages us passionately to devote ourselves to the
catechization of adults and youth (Ansprachen, 31. 5. 1901: SD XXIII, p. 495). He
himself admitted that he cried with joy and happiness when he wrote this rule.
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✓

The second answer of the Founder was to bring together Christian individuals and
families in groups, building communities that would help each other in sharing
their faith. Two examples were the grades within the Apostolic Teaching Society
and the Angel Sodality. In the course of the formation of the second (academic)
grade, Fr. Jordan insistently emphasized the spiritual and ecclesiastical
dimensions and the sharing of gifts in a spirit of respect and solidarity. He
promoted evangelization through good spiritual reading and magazines, but most
importantly through an experience of faith expressed in living with prayer and in a
lively participation in the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

✓

The third answer given by the Founder was his “personal answer” -- to give himself
to Christ and live his entire life as an apostle. He lived a strong union with the
crucified and risen Lord, especially in the Eucharist and Eucharistic adoration, as
well as in meditation. These experiences were the source for his fire and apostolic
zeal. The joy of union with God in his Son Jesus Christ gave Fr. Jordan the
strength to abandon himself totally to God in gratitude, humility, and trust.

✓

The missionary love of Jordan, characterized by an apostolic unrest, pushed him
beyond any boundary and therefore to a universal spirituality towards all people,
toward the whole of God’s creation. This love expressed itself in a fervent desire
to gain and educate apostles not only in his religious communities but in the laity
as well and, furthermore, in the desire to spread his Society throughout the whole
world and to find apostolic sons and daughters from all nations. In doing this, he
did not love with a merely superficial love; on the contrary, he valued every human
being, even the most lost, by recognizing in them a creature loved by God and
called to eternal happiness. In other words, he loved with genuine love. His
universality with regard to faith – a truly “catholic” faith – pushed him to the kind
of spirituality that helps to overcome unjust barriers of any kind.

✓

Finally, there is a need to underline the Founder’s love for the Catholic Church,
which he considered to be the spouse of Christ, a persecuted spouse, treated in
his country with hostility during the Kulturkampf. He was never discouraged; he
looked for inspiration among Catholic lay people and fervent priests
(“Katholikentage”), among truly spiritual people and saints who helped him to gain
his certitude that he was being called to found an apostolic Society. He endured
in loving the Church even when he saw her shortcomings, ones that caused him
much pain, as can be seen where he talks of the “four chalices” of the apostolic
person. (Ansprachen, 1899/05/05A). Thanks to his radical obedience and
regardless of the difficult experiences he went through, he found in the Church a
really big help, the place of growth for his charism and his authentic spirituality.

Which answer do we wish to give today?
Just as with Fr. Jordan in his time, so also today we find ourselves confronted with a
growth in secularization, a crisis of faith and of the institutional Church. We should, therefore,
restore the spirit and the apostolic zeal transmitted to us by our Founder in order to respond
with a renewed impulse in our Christian, religious and Salvatorian life. Only an authentic
gospel-oriented life will become the inspiring force of our apostolic vocation. This is why we
should again establish an intimate relationship with the Person of Jesus, our Savior. We
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should profess with real Salvatorian courage that it is a Person, not a formula, who will save
us, and do this with the firmness that comes from this Person: This is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God (John 17:3). “It is not therefore a matter of inventing a new
program. The program already exists: it is the plan found in the Gospel and in the living
Tradition, it is the same as ever. Ultimately, it has its center in Christ himself, who is to be
known, loved and imitated.” (“Nuovo millennio ineunte,” nr 29). Above all, we need to have
Salvatorian men and women who are like new apostles of faith. The world awaits from us the
witness of the beauty of believing, being as convincing and as brave apostles as was our
Founder.
The Church and the world of today need new paths toward holiness not been seen
before; we are the ones who should awaken them. The people of today expect from us that
we not only “speak” of Christ but “show” him to them. (See “Nuovo millennio ineunte,” nr 16).
This is our first task: to reflect in ourselves the life of Christ the Savior and show his very face
to the generations of the new millennium.
We conclude by offering some questions for personal and community discernment.
May we all try to answer them with honesty and courage and in a spirit of deep personal prayer
and a fervent sacramental life, which purify and strengthen us.

✓
✓
✓

Are we really as concerned about today’s situation as Fr. Jordan was in his time?
What are the concrete answers that we want to give?
What should we change in ourselves, both individually and as Salvatorian
communities made of priests and brothers, of women religious, and of lay men
and women?
Looking at what Fr. Jordan did in his time, what are the concrete initiatives that
we could undertake now (e.g., in religious formation, in preaching the Word of
God, in catechesis)?

Providentially, this challenge of our time coincides with a historic moment for us
Salvatorians: Fr. Jordan’s imminent beatification. This is undoubtedly a moment of exceptional
grace. Let us try to receive it with a lively adherence to the spirit of Fr. Jordan and our Charism,
as we now prepare ourselves in a more profound way for his beatification.

Ms. Janet Bitzan, sds; Ms. Christa Dübbers, sds;
Fr. Stefan Horn, sds; Fr. Dennis Thiessen, sds; Fr. Krzysztof Wons, sds
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THE THIRST FOR SPIRITUALITY
A HIDDEN TREASURE
INTRODUCTION
Human beings always have the need to find meaning in their lives. They carry within
an insatiable thirst for deep spirituality. Everyone has an innate vocation for transcendence
that gives meaning to life. In the past, traditional religions were capable of responding to this
human need. However, often these responses no longer speak to people today. The result is
a deep emptiness in the soul of contemporary men and women, who then seek meaning in
other situations. Easy answers come from the media, globalization and consumerism. Among
these we find a multiplicity of religious sects, syncretism, esoteric experiences, atheism,
fanaticism, and materialism. All of these answers are superficial and bring about great
dissatisfaction, since the majority of them do not include a permanent commitment, and even
less a true process of deepening the human experience of God.
Salvatorian Spirituality, based on the experience of our Founder, Father Francis Mary
of the Cross Jordan, has much to give with regard to meaning in our lives. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus says that your heart will be where your treasure lies. Where is our treasure?
Where are our fundamental values? When we lose what is essential, our heart is also lost.
There are treasures only when it is worthwhile to sacrifice everything for them.
We propose three periods for this reflection, whose inspiration is the parable of ‘The
Hidden Treasure’ (cf. Mt 13: 44-46), helping us to find the ‘Treasure’ of Salvatorian Spirituality:
Seeking the Treasure, Finding the Treasure and Sharing the Treasure.
One day of meditation can be devoted to each topic with sufficient time for personal
and community reflection.

1 – SEEKING THE TREASURE (To observe/see)
INTRODUCTION
When you visit a city like Rome, the religious center of the Catholic Church, it always
seems to be filled with visitors from the world over who come to learn its history in the basilicas,
monuments, castles and catacombs, and if we follow these groups of tourists, we will see that
all carry sophisticated electronic equipment. These groups visit Saint Peter’s Basilica or Saint
Paul Outside the Walls, but few really see or truly enjoy the buildings. Most of the time, they
merely take some pictures of the details and move on, not truly appreciating the spirituality
contained in these ancient treasures and the heritage of faith they express. As Father Mamerto
Menapace explains: "In traditional societies, people sought God as thirsty camels seek water
in the desert. Water for them is a matter of life and death. In developed societies, where
people are physically satisfied, the sources (churches, monasteries, liturgy, etc.) are only
objects of ornamentation, because the tourists have water in abundance in their houses and
only thirst for collecting and possessing photographs, and these places are no longer
resources to fill a fundamental need.”
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One of the signs of our times is this “seeking the treasure,” a deep hunger for spirituality, the
essence of life that sustains the meaning of human existence. This thirst for fulfillment is an
experience common to all mortals. It is the need to have contact with the profound mystery
of God that many do not know how to approach or where to seek. Some have recourse to
drink or drugs. Others find an imaginary security in wealth. Others divert their attention by
focusing on sex or sports...; in truth these are nothing more than false hidden treasures.
SEEKING THE HIDDEN TREASURE
Most of us have experienced the disappointment of seeking something fundamentally
important and obtaining insufficient information through the wrong path or through
misinterpretation. We feel an existential emptiness while seeking those values that inspire our
lives deeply. However, looking more closely, can we say that we are what we seek? The very
act of searching shapes our lives, because we devote our time and efforts to it. What is truly
our deepest need? What are we looking for? What does our heart really desire?
a. In the time of Jesus – certainly the paths were not very clear... When Jesus asks,
“Who do the crowds say I am?” (Luke 9:19). “And they answered, ‘John the Baptist; others,
Elijah; and others say, one of the ancient prophets...” The people of Palestine had a treasure
in their presence, but did not recognize him as the Son of God made man for their salvation.
They professed to know a lot about him: "This is the carpenter’s son, surely? Is not his mother
the woman called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Jude: His sisters,
too, are they not all here with us? So where did the man get it all? (Mt. 13:55-56). The people
of the town think that they know his origins, but in reality they do not and remain closed to
any proof. The conclusion reached is that they are not able to see the treasure, finding it
impossible that someone of such humble origins and of such simple ways could be so
extraordinary. As the evangelist says: "He was in the world...and the world did not know him.
He came to his own and yet his own people did not accept him.” (Jn. 1: 10-11). It is not easy
to welcome God and allow him to enter into our lives. How did the disciples of Jesus find this
treasure?
b. In Jordan’s time – During the events occurring in Germany in the XIXth century, the
people, in the face of social, religious and political difficulties of the time, easily abandoned
their faith (religious ignorance). Through cultural struggles (Kulturkampf) and secularization,
they distanced themselves from God. At a time when the Catholic Church was losing its role
of education and evangelization, Jordan, like many others, began to ponder about what was
essential. We will see further on that this very real searching was based on his faith and his
experience of God.
For Jordan, these were times of darkness, difficulty, and personal searching. Like
others of his time (Catholic Congresses) Jordan’s search was long, intense, and full of crosses
and of love for the ecclesial mission. He devoted much time to prayer, to intimacy with God,
and to constant discernment, seeking the will of God, overcoming difficulties, being prudent
in his decisions and faithful in carrying the cross, happy to be a friend of God.... in a word, ‘the
search is ongoing.’ As we know, the Bible was his special “vademecum” in his heart and
mind. He is not fearful when confronting difficulty, but trusts in God and asks confidently in
prayer. Noteworthy are his desire and his yearning to always be with God, to trust in
providence and to count on him.
10

In his spiritual notes, we find words that express his unquenchable search for the
hidden treasure: "Do not despair of your undertaking even if obstacles and persecution,
suspicions, derision, contempt, and all possible suffering break out over you. Live only in
intimate union with God and mediate often on the examples of the saints. Trust in God and
give glory to Him alone; you deserve still much more persecution.” (SD I 151*1-5). "A soul
that loves prayer will be able to conquer trials, crosses, difficulties, even the whole world if
need be. When a soul prays, there is nothing, however great or difficult, of which it is not
capable.” (SD II 29).
c. In our time - Today we live in a society that perhaps could be defined not as
unbelieving but rather as indifferent. On the one hand, there is the secularization derived from
the modern rationalist criticism of the dominant religious system up to recent times, especially
in Europe. Simple religious responses are no longer adequate when confronted with critical
reason. The hierarchy of the Catholic Church has lost prestige and credibility. People seek
recourse in religious movements from Buddhism to Zen, to the most varied manifestations of
the "New Age” styles, and to every kind of magic and the esoteric, so incredibly popular in a
culture of rationalism.
Our society is individualistic and fragmented, typical of a globalized cultural and
economic system. Neo-liberalism is characterized by the extremely high value given to
consumerism, which is supported by modern communication and new technology. We live
constantly bombarded by many images and sensations. Life happens quickly, we are always
in a hurry, and it seems that what motivates us is the desire for immediate results. We are
always seeking the new thing to make us feel good (entertainment, pleasure, success...); we
find no time or space for deeper questions, to concentrate on the essential, the real treasure.
We are part of the immediate present, where the determining value is freedom, defined as
“doing what you please,” without taking the common good into account.
This entirely materialistic concept of reality blinds our capacity to find the transcendent
value in life. In this context, we need to discern what treasure we have or are seeking. Is it
not just a mirage, or something material, or just a mere aspect of true reality? Our hearts are
troubled, a deep thirst penetrates our being, while at the same time, the most precious treasure
is being rejected, leading to the destruction of the fullness of life.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING
•

“The kingdom of heaven is a treasure hidden in a field..." is a symbol of all that a
person should do in order to go beyond the superficial. It symbolizes a deep
relationship (treasures). The prophet Jeremiah reprimanded the people for
having built, “leaky cisterns that hold no water.” (Jer. 2:13). God is the source of
living water (Jer. 17:13; Psalms 36/37, 09/08), that can slake our thirst for the
infinite. What speaks to you most in this reflection on the reality of seeking
the treasure?

•

From his youth, Francis Jordan asked for the light of faith: "Oh most loving
Father, see, they sit in the shadow of death, ignorant of You. Lord, save them,
since for You all things are possible. Oh Lord, Oh Father, Oh God and Creator,
should those who wander in the horrible pagan night not know Your goodness
11

and mercy? Ach, my Creator and God, my soul is parched, thirsting for Your
glory and for souls.” (SD I 12:2-4). How do I experience this thirst for
spirituality in my daily life? Do I help those I live with to seek the real
treasure?
•

In his commentary on Psalm 63 (62), John Paul II said the psalm was a song of
mystical love, celebrating total adherence to God, based on the almost physical
desire to reach his fullness in an intimate and everlasting embrace. Prayer
becomes desire, thirst, and hunger, when it involves the soul and the body. As
Saint Teresa of Ávila wrote, "thirst seems to me to mean that I desire something
we are truly lacking, without which we perish altogether,” (The Way of Perfection,
ch. XIX). What spirituality are we called to live and witness to in order to
respond to the signs of the times today?

PRAYER: PSALM 62 (61)
My soul finds rest in God alone;
from him comes my salvation.
God alone is my rock and salvation;
with him as my stronghold,
I shall not be overcome.
How will you assault others,
all of you, to bring them down –
like a leaning wall or a tottering fence?
Indeed they plan to topple me.
They take pleasure in telling lies;
with their mouths they bless,
but in their hearts they curse.
My soul finds rest in God alone;
from God comes my hope.
God alone is my rock and salvation;
with him as my stronghold,
I shall not be overcome.
On God rests my salvation and my honor;
God is my refuge, my mighty rock.
Trust in God at all times, my people;
pour out your hearts before him;
God is my refuge.
People of low rank are only a breath,
important people, merely an illusion.
If weighted together they are nothing,
even lighter than a puff of wind.
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Do not set your heart on extortion,
nor your hopes upon corrupt gain.
Even if weath accumulates,
keep your heart detatched.
God has spoken once,
but I have heard it twice:
that you, O God, are powerful,
and only with you, O Lord, do we succeed.
You reward each one according to their deeds.

2 – FINDING THE TREASURE (Judge)
INTRODUCTION
One of the elements in the parable of the hidden treasure (Mt. 13:44-46) is the state of
joy and contentment once the treasure is found. Whenever people find the hidden treasure,
there is fulfillment with regard to the meaning of life. People like Francis Jordan become
examples of living the Gospel values. In January, 2011, André Urbanski (Superior General),
wrote to all the members of the Salvatorian Family: “I have the great joy and privilege of
sending wonderful news: Today, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, authorized the Congregation
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of the Cause of Saints to promulgate the decree on the heroicity of virtues of our dear
Founder.”
We feel deep joy for this official recognition of the Church that Francis Jordan is an
example of one who found “the source of living water.” As the decree states: “In his youth,
God had given a great desire of union with Christ in the Eucharist to this Servant of God. For
his entire life, he drew a fervent apostolic ardor from the holy Mass and the adoration of the
Eucharist. His brothers always found him immersed in prayer. He found great consolation in
the love of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of the Savior and Queen of the Apostles, and
he sought to spread her veneration. He dearly loved evangelical poverty and lived with
unshakeable trust in God and with courageous humility. He embraced the cross. He was
always obedient to the faith of the Church and to the directives of Church authority, even in
the most difficult moments. Like a good father, he took good care of his spiritual children,
displaying an always greater readiness to forgive.”
The virtues of Francis Jordan
Those persons with a deep spirituality are not extraordinary people doing superhuman
acts, but rather are people who take God seriously. They experience the presence of God in
their lives and find the treasure of living the evangelical virtues. It is helpful to see the nine
members of the Theological Commission of the Congregation of the Cause of Saints said
regarding their positive view of Jordan’s exemplary life of faith and his experience of God.
Total surrender to God – The first consultant said that the writings of Francis Jordan
show his inner vitality full of an intense Eucharistic and Marian piety, poverty lived in the
practice of penitence, an unlimited charity confirmed in various reports, and a respect for all
friends and adversaries. His total surrender to God is especially notable, his faithfulness to
the rules of the Institute, his great attentiveness and devotion displayed in liturgical
celebrations, works of pure contemplation, and all of this, taking place in a deep and intimate
joy.
The Eucharist as the center – The second said that the central nucleus of his life from
infancy was the Eucharist. He was present several times a day in church in adoration, almost
immobile before the Blessed Sacrament. As a youth he participated in the Mass with fervor
and displayed enthusiasm. As a priest, he celebrated the rite with edifying devotion, great
attentiveness, dignity and complete participation. In the last years, because of nervousness,
celebrating the Eucharist was more difficult, but he still lived with faith and joy.
Apostolic Vision – The third consultant said that Jordan was always a man moved by
the Holy Spirit. He wanted to embrace the whole world with his apostolic action, and, despite
the fact that his apostolic and missionary action was limited, he proved to be a good priest
and apostolic missionary.
Trust in Providence – The fourth consultant points out, above all, Jordan’s total trust
in Providence, continually seeking to be in conformity with the will of God. He showed himself
to be a spiritual leader, whose spirituality focused on a devotion to the Blessed Sacrament,
the cross and the Mother of God. The life of this servant of God was clearly filled with an
eschatological tension with regard to his country and to eternal salvation. His trust in God was
always an antidote against presumption as well as against despair.
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Fidelity to vocation – The fifth consultant says that the spiritual covenant – the Pact
– showing the interior experience that was always with him, solidified the life of Father Jordan,
convincing him of his religious vocation. This always gave him the strength to move forward
until the end, whatever the cost. In truth, this was a heroic act of faith, hope, trust and love,
always moving him to be constant and faithful in the most diverse historical and concrete
circumstances of his life.
Unshakable faith – The sixth consultant says that we are looking at a Christian who
is superior to the norm, not because he was the founder of the Salvatorians – proof of a good
tree producing many branches – but especially for the fruit of his faith. This helped the
Christian faithful to go beyond the apathy that was a threat to the Church. His ideal, however,
was strongly missionary. He had two great passions, Jesus in the Eucharist and His mother,
the Virgin Mary. This writer also points to his humility, always ready to receive the graces of
God.
Centered on Christ – The seventh consultant says that faith was the basis of Jordan’s
entire life in all his activities. The center of his interior life was always Christ. His foundation
renewed the Church. His basic tendency and the plan for his life were to see the hand of God
in all situations. The one who trusts in God alone and not in oneself is humble, as was the
eminent Father Jordan, who always waited for the Lord’s help. He also nourished his humility
by considering himself a sinner, and therefore was always desirous of correcting his own
faults.
The sense of the mystic – The eighth consultant stressed the mystical experience of
Jordan from childhood and his “sense of mystery.” The basic principle for Father Jordan was,
as the loving God wishes! One of the important messages of the Servant of God for us now
is the importance of the meaning of the mystery of faith. God is mystery, his love is mystery,
and because of this, the mystery of vocation, the mystery of the Church, the mystery of
suffering and the mystery of death all exist.... All these mysteries cannot be explained through
natural means, but rather through faith. The meaning of mystery is derived from his second
message, which is respect given to God. Today, the sense of reverence we find in meeting
God has been lost in some way.
Love of God – The ninth consultant said that Jordan considered the evil experienced
by humanity, which urgently must be healed, consisted mainly of ignorance regarding the
truths of a life of faith. The whole life of the Servant of God was an expression of his love of
God. Father Jordan was always aware of the presence of God and strongly detested sin. He
manifested his love for God at various times during his illnesses, especially his last.
FINDING THE TREASURE
Hiding a treasure in nature was a common practice in the time of Jesus. This was done
up to recent times, to avoid robbery by thieves. The Gospel speaks of a treasure, a pearl of
great value... This treasure of which Jesus speaks is what God offers with the coming of his
Kingdom, expressed in the blessings of forgiveness, salvation, peace and the fullness of joy.
It is not a treasure hidden in heaven, inaccessible and unattainable, but in a field, within
everyone’s reach. A person finds what is desired through effort, or perhaps even better, it is
God who finds that person. The discovery of the treasure comes like a grace. God wants to
meet human beings and have them find salvation. This is the insatiable need that moves us
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to seek God, as Saint Augustine said, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you.”
This is the good news of the Gospel; there is a treasure of great value and it can be
found. The one who seeks, finds. No one who seeks finds Jesus and salvation except through
the grace of God, who desires to be sought and allows Himself to be found. God knows how
to meet those who seek him, just as Moses found God in the burning bush (Ex. 3:2). God does
not impose his grace on those who do not want it. At the same time, the Gospel affirms that
in order to acquire this treasure, one must sell all that one has. Salvation is free. So it is
important to divest oneself of everything that might impede possessing the treasure. In other
words, it is necessary that the body be empty in order to be filled, emptying the heart of false
treasures to find the only treasure that is Jesus, our Savior.
Francis Jordan found the treasure of his life, the pearl of great value. He ‘sold’
everything for the love of Christ, putting aside everything for Christ. He sold all because he
knew very well what treasure he had found. In light of this, everything else was irrelevant.
This is the message of life. To feel the love of God, we must have the experience of God as
Father-Mother, feel his compassion and experience total trust in his mercy. Everything in life,
when lived deeply, can lead to God. Residing in the heart of reality is the ultimate mystery
which is, ‘the goodness and kindness of God, our Savior,” (Tt. 3:4).
Jordan’s life consisted of finding the treasure, of having first truly experienced – not
only on an intellectual level – that God loves us unconditionally and fully, according to the
inspiration, “to know You, the only True God...” (Jo 17:3). We are unique to Him and our value
to Him is sacred. This was recognized by Jordan in his Spiritual Pact, “Always give glory to
God and thank Him at all times for the many gifts He has given to you, so unworthy.” (SD
II/99).
The values offered by the Gospel are very different from the ones offered by the world
today. We are challenged to ask ourselves constantly what kind of culture and models we are
proposing. If on the one hand the world today fills us with resources, in order to follow the path
of the Gospel, we must resist the temptation of choosing easy and deceptive ways, in order
to find the path to the fullness of Truth. The world thirsts precisely for this direction, therefore,
Jordan wrote, “Avoid all unnecessary thoughts and presumptions. Leave everything to the
Lord! … Be a true herald of the Most High!” (SD I/182).
From the moment we see and find the real treasure, Jesus Christ, it is He we possess,
and our life is given a total existential dimension. We become filled with a wealth that
transcends and takes over our being as sons and daughters of God.
Our Christian mission impels us to live and to act in today’s world, sustained by joy
and by commitment with regard to this found treasure, which must be nurtured and forever
increased.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING
•
"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Mt. 6:21). One of
Jordan’s secrets in doing all that he did was to live the evangelical values deeply.
A life of total devotion to the Divine Savior, of apostolic zeal, and a life of prayer,
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sacrifice and suffering, taken on without lamenting, are some of the pearls he
gathered on the path of his existence. What most strikes you in this reflection
on finding the treasure?
•

We all have some words or phrases (‘precious pearls’) that are inspiration for our
being and for our journey. Jordan had the custom of writing down these phrases,
for example, those that refer to our theme, "Night prayer – a treasure!” (SD II/68).
"Joyfulness of heart is the life of man, and it is a never failing treasure of
holiness.” (SD IV/33). “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is my support, my refuge, my liberator.” (SD I/207). "Immerse yourself
in the ocean of the love of your God.” SD I/150*7. Which phrase serves as an
inspiration for your Salvatorian life goals?

•

Following Jordan’s example, many people today believe in non-negotiable
Gospel values that give meaning to their lives, even though, for many, defending
these evangelical values costs them a high price through persecution, the cross
and suffering. However, all that becomes secondary when Jesus Christ is at the
center of our lives, like a true light that illuminates every being who comes into
the world. Since your initial and ongoing formation on the charism, what do
you consider as non-negotiable Salvatorian values?

Prayer: Psalm 23 (22)
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil;
for are with me, your rod and your staff, comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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3 – SHARING THE TREASURE (Act)
INTRODUCTION
Whoever follows Jesus has a story to tell, because that person’s life witnesses to the
transforming power of God. The Bible teaches that this good news should not be hidden or
stored up, but rather shared with those all around. God saves us not only for our own personal
benefit. His will is that we let ourselves become tools in His hands, so that others may know
the love of God and His desire to save them. Jesus makes it clear, his followers have the task
of sharing their faith throughout the world, when he says, "Go out to the whole world; proclaim
the Good News to all creation,” (Mark 16:15).
In light of the Gospel parable (Mt. 13:44-46), we said previously that the discovered
treasure should not remain buried. We have something of value to offer. As Salvatorians, we
are challenged to show that not only are we Christians, human and fragile, but also we have
the specific Salvatorian vocation to proclaim Gospel values in our time and in our world.
In Jordan, we have an example of the ardent passion of a person who found the hidden
treasure. This passion gave birth to a salvation movement, a great Family with, ‘the goal, in
the sprit of the Apostles, to help expand, strengthen and defend the Catholic faith in all the
countries of the world,” (Pancratius Pfeiffer, 84). Jordan did not work alone, but organized a
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great team of evangelizers at the vanguard of the mission, to make known the real treasure,
“Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the world,” (Tt. 3: 4-7).
This great ideal of our Founder is described in the Decree on the heroic virtues: "Father
Francis succeeded in bringing together around him many spiritual sons and daughters. He
envisioned a Mother House, in Rome, like an ‘apostolic school,” which in turn could form many
new apostles. Without sparing himself, he devoted himself totally, to a difficult mission in
Assam, India, and to the foundation of a great number of houses in Europe and America,
insuring an animating spirit in them.... The person of the Servant of God, Francis Mary of the
Cross, encourages us to apostolic holiness. He is the example of an apostolic and missionary
person, who wished to lead everyone to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. In a global
vision of the apostolate, he not only wanted to inaugurate a renewal of faith among the
Christian faithful, but also to contribute to initial evangelization as well as to a new
evangelization. He wanted to proclaim Christ and witness to the Gospel in all the dimensions
of life and of culture, with “all the ways and means that the love of Christ inspires.”

SHARING THE TREASURE
The Lord’s invitation is the greatest event that could occur for us, just as it was for the
disciples whom Jesus called at the lake in Galilee. However, following Jesus in total surrender
is never easy. He asks that we break with routine, with mediocrity, and with the comfortably
superficial. A vocation always requires renunciation and a profound change in our own
behavior. It is necessary to let go of our titles and risk everything to acquire the treasure, the
incomparable pearl. It is Jesus who calls us, “You did not choose me, no, I chose you;” (Jn
15:16). If He calls us, he also gives us the grace needed to follow Him at the beginning and
throughout our lives.
The attitude of discipleship that Jordan experienced in his life, the deep love of God
that gave him strength and hope cannot remain unspoken. He not only felt saved, but he also
felt called to share salvation with others. It is worthwhile to see how Jordan expresses this
sharing of the found treasure in his Diary: "On September 6, 1880, I was received alone in a
private audience with His Holiness Leo XIII concerning the founding of the Society,” (SD
I/157*), "I had the right intention when I resolved to establish and promote the Sisters’ Institute.
Even [Archbishop] Rota wanted me to promote it.” (SD I/183).
INVOLVING OTHERS IN THE MISSION
As we saw previously, for Jordan the found treasure is, “And eternal life is this: to know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent,” (Jn. 17:3). He was not satisfied
with the purely theoretical, but was inspired to create something new through apostolic
evangelization. He was certain that this inspiration was a call from God, giving him, strength,
confidence and the willingness to implement this call. In March, 1880, after celebrating the
Eucharist at the Holy Sepulcher in Palestine, he wrote in his diary, “Even if you have to circle
the globe 50 times over, carry out your undertaking with all your strength.” (SD I/154*).
Progressively, Jordan’s ministry became an ardent zeal to save all, calling people from all
walks of life to become Christian missionaries in their own country as “ad gentes". Jordan
invited many to collaborate and develop his charism and mission, among them Bonaventure
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Lüthen, Otto Hopfenmüller, Amália Streitel, Mary of the Apostles and hundreds of Christian
lay persons, organizing groups, foundations and creating publications...
In its essence today, the Salvatorian Family is a gift, and at the same time, a reality of
grace. As members of this great family, we feel the need to involve others in the mission, in
the task of evangelization of the Church through the Salvatorian apostolic charism. We are
united as an “Apostolic Family,” and in the desire to work together for the Kingdom of God.
United by the same ideal, we are committed to live the values of the Gospel in the world, as
Jesus Christ lived, recreating his attitudes and his actions.
We were all won over and motivated to know this treasure of the charism and to live
the spirituality of Jordan, through our way of being and doing as Salvatorians. As members
of this family, we try to attract and motivate Christians to deepen their faith and to discover
their vocation, showing everywhere the living and active face of a participative and missionary
Church. We are working on projects together in different places promoting life in abundance,
because it is our task to have a firm attitude against injustice and the lack of values. Certainly,
the ideas of Jordan and the first generation of Salvatorians continue today, but they need to
be translated for our times. This is one of the most important tasks, that of recreating this
journey to discover, to find and to share this treasure of spirituality of a loving and
compassionate God who wants to save everyone.
The Salvatorian Charter document affirms that “Jesus Christ, who came to give life to
all, is the source and center of our spirituality,” (Salvatorian Charter -----). This is the treasure
that we Salvatorians present to others, but above all, it is what we found and now proclaim
with joy. It is a witness of what we possess within as people who not only talk about God, but
who are the expression of a life of faith, like the religious in this story: There was a poet who
offered to recite poetry, but a religious who was listening suggested he declaim Psalm 22.
The poet said yes, and added, as long as you also repeat it after me, with an encouraging
look. An agreement was reached, and the actor’s recitation was the most beautiful of the
evening. The audience applauded enthusiastically, and it was the turn of the religious to
repeat the same words as the actor, as agreed. However, this time, there was no applause,
rather a great silence then tears from the spectators... The actor, being very professional,
admitted in front of the public, “Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you saw what happened this
evening; I know the psalm, but this religious knows the Shepherd.”
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING
•

"You are the salt of the earth....You are the light of the world,” (Mt. 5: 13), Pope
Paul VI said: "As we all know, the Church is deeply rooted in the world. It exists in
the world and draws its members from the world. It derives from it a wealth of
human culture. It shares its vicissitudes and promotes its prosperity. (Ecclesiam
Suam, 26). We Salvatorians should contribute to the success of the world, sharing
the graces and the values of the Gospel. It is those who carry the Gospel who
are capable of influencing the course of humanity. What strikes you the most in
this reflection of the shared treasure?

•

Jordan’s heart burned with apostolic zeal. The true apostle does not live a “quiet
life,” but seeks opportunities to make Christ known and loved, seeking ways to
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teach, to confirm and to stimulate deep faith, "commit all your strength to proclaim
Christ, through the word, through writings and through example!” (Exhortations
and Admonitions). Thus, our entire lives should be a continuous apostolate. Write
about an important experience or sign of true witness to the Salvatorian
mission that you have experienced
•
We, Salvatorians, join with all the disciples of Jesus and with all men and women
who struggle to build a more human and fraternal world. We take up our ecclesial
mission pointing to the specific treasure God gave us through Jordan, sharing our
spirituality and apostolate. Looking toward the future and in order to be more
authentic in this shared mission, what steps are necessary (short, medium
and long term) to grow in our reality as the Salvatorian Family?
Prayer: Psalm 118 (1-17)
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.”
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free.
With the Lord on my side I do not fear.
What can any human being do to me?
The Lord is on my side to help me; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in human beings.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.
All nations surrounded me; in the name of the Lord I crushed them
They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side;
in the name of the Lord I crushed them!
They surrounded me like bees, but like burning thorns they died down;;
in the name of the Lord I crushed them
I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord helped me.
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
Joyful shouts of victory are heard in the tents of the just:
“The right hand of the Lord strikes mightly, the right hand of the Lord is exalted,
the right hand of the Lord strikes mightly!:
I shall not die, but I shall live,
to proclaim what the Lord has done..
S. Rozilde Binotto, sds; Mr. Carlos Alfonso Matiz Bulla, sds;
Ms. Dianir Ciari Mariani, sds; S. Carol L. Thresher, sds;
Fr. Luis Munilla Peña, sds; Fr. Milton Zonta,sds
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FATHER JORDAN
AND TODAY’S GLOBALIZED REALITY
The signs of today’s globalized reality (which caused individualism, lack of respect for
life and wide gaps in education/formation), compared to Fr. Jordan’s reaction to the signs of
his time, determined by the industrial revolution.
This article is meant to be an invitation to personal and group reflection and to open
again or for the first time the “Spiritual Diary”, the “Short Biography”, “Exhortations and
Admonitions”, as well as the two Social Encyclicals “Rerum Novarum” and “Caritas in
Veritate”, to discuss some of the aspects in order to give a Salvatorian response to the signs
of our times.
I.

THE SITUATION OF THE WORLD IN JORDAN’S TIME AND TODAY

Today:
As already pointed out in the general introduction, through the fast technological
progress, humankind has developed a strong sense of individualism and of interest for
personal needs, but not for the life and the needs of others and nature. In addition, this lack
of respect has left enormous gaps in the educational field, as well as deep poverty, exclusion
and exploitation of the socially weak, corruption and a financial crisis never experienced
before.

In Jordan’s Time:
We may speak about a similarity between F. Jordan’s time and today’s situation. The
raging industrial revolution and technological progress completely transformed the life of the
European nations. Small family enterprises closed down, and everywhere big production
plants were erected. Thus, part of the population was forced to work in the factories. The new
means of transportation and communication considerably reduced distances; telegrams could
be sent and soon people were able to telephone one another or drive an automobile. The
press, which played already a big role at that time, spread the news of the entire world.
The Social Consequences of the Industrial Revolution and of Globalization:
Yesterday and today it was/is nearly impossible to keep pace with the demands of the
world without accepting the laws of industrialization/globalization, although we know that these
signs of the times as well as the unjust distribution and the exploitation of the existing
resources are/have been making the poor poorer and the rich richer! But people have changed
their attitudes in such a way, that the negative consequences of progress could easily take
hold of their lives and lead to the sublimation of one’s own “Ego”, to striving for personal
properties, and/or to the lack of respect for our neighbor and nature. These attitudes, however,
hide the danger of isolation and create the lack of a good education of the youth, who should
develop values to be transmitted to the future generations.

The Social Encyclicals of the Church– yesterday and today:
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Both above mentioned phenomena dramatically influenced not only the economic,
political and personal life of the people, but also their Religious Life, so that also the Church
felt the necessity to explore the respective signs of the times by publishing Social Encyclicals,
in order to set some guidelines for the faithful.
In Jordan’s times, the so-called Kulturkampf was going on in Germany, and only
through the great diplomatic talents of Pope Leo XIII, were the laws of the Kulturkampf be
gradually suppressed. (Short Biography, p.25). It was Leo XIII, too, who gave his blessings
to Fr. Jordan’s founding intuition during a private audience on September 6, 1880 (SD I, 157a,
II). Several years later (May 15, 1891), Pope Leo XIII published his famous Social Encyclical
“Rerum Novarum”, in which he describes the following problems:
• the poor possibilities of success of a political system like Socialism;
• the economic crisis of his times, influenced by the industrial revolution;
• the natural resources, which should be sufficient for the entire population of the
world;
• the right of all persons to a good education/formation and the battle against
illiteracy;
• the problem of child labour and the resulting neglect of education and scholastic
formation...
On the basis of all these arguments, Pope Leo XIII invites the people, to become
members of charitable organizations, so that all nations may participate in true progress and
absorb the pressure of the industrial revolution. All peoples should be united, share their
surplus with the poor and create harmony and peace in the world.
In his 2009 Social Encyclical “Caritas in Veritate”, Pope Benedict XVI touches many
arguments, already treated by Pope Leo XIII, interprets them critically and translates them into
our new millenium:
• the consequences of globalization and the resulting relativism;
• the actual economic and financial crisis;
• the hunger and the wars everywhere in the world;
• the human trafficking and the abuse/exploitation of these persons;
• the immense problem of migration;
• the grossly neglected holistic development of the human being;
• the continuous search for peace among the nations and for the sense of life;
• the involvement for a new form of justice, common good and human rights… etc.
In “Caritas in Veritate” the Pope underlines that all forms of “caritas”, the only antidote
to our today’s problems, cannot be lived in a credible way without the truth:
“Truth is the light that gives meaning and value to charity. That light is both the light of
reason and the light of faith, through which the intellect attains to the natural and supernatural
truth of charity: it grasps its meaning as gift, acceptance, and communion. Without truth,
charity degenerates into sentimentality. Love becomes an empty shell, to be filled in an
arbitrary way. In a culture without truth, this is the fatal risk facing love. It falls prey to contingent
subjective emotions and opinions.”
Two Reflection Questions:
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1) In his times, Fr. Jordan already recommended using all means at our disposal to
spread the Word and the Love of God to the entire world. What means would Fr.
Jordan use today?
2) How do the two Encyclicals of the Church support Jordan’s vision for mission?

II. UNIVERSALITY AND COMMUNICATION YESTERDAY AND TODAY
At this point it is perhaps useful to look at some quotations from “Exhortations and
Admonitions” (Chapter 29 “The Universality of the Society”):
“So the Society is not destined for Italy or Germany, but for all countries… With us no
nation is excluded... And it is also the spirit of the Society that men of all nations be accepted
as members....”
“As the Society is not restricted in regard to place, so neither is it restricted to certain classes
of people. We are to labour among the educated and the uneducated, among civilized and
uncivilized peoples ....No nation, no people, no class is excluded!”
“Among us, as members of the Society, there is to be no nation! All are to be brothers!”
“And if tomorrow the call comes to you to betake yourselves to strange peoples, then go
joyfully! And do not mind whether you have much or little success...”
“...bear well in mind that it is my testament that the Society is destined for all peoples, that it
is called to accept as members people from all nations!”
All this means TRAVELLING to everywhere in the world! Certainly, Fr. Jordan would
have preferred to use a modern jet instead of the slow transportation means of his time!
In the early years of his foundation, Fr. Jordan already underlined the “Apostolate of
the Press” and made zealously use of this possibility, which – in his time – was the most
modern instrument to spread the Gospel. (Please read Chapter 30, para. 9. “The Apostolate
of the Press” in “Exhortations and Admonitions”):
“Would that all might devote themselves to the press! How many an hour you could usefully
employ in working for the press! A single word, cleverly hit upon, can result in manifold
blessings!”
“You can reckon on about 400,000 readers of our periodicals (1898). So we can say that we
have an audience of so many thousands.”
Certainly Fr. Jordan would have liked to communicate via e-mail, to read or publish
books and other documentation in the Internet – however, with caution and only in case of
effective need. Fr. Jordan was also open to science and progress in general. He
recommended to his members to make good use of science/learning, however, without
neglecting the necessary virtues. (Please read Chapter 24 “Piety and Learning” in
“Exhortations and Admonitions”):
“We are to strengthen and arm ourselves mightily by means of learning, in accordance
with our talents…You must fully realize the extent of this necessity and not close your eyes to
it…It has been so arranged by Divine Providence, that we must make every effort to acquire
solid learning!”
“Use the time well and avoid being superficial in the various branches of learning.”
“Of course, you should study as much as possible and perfect your knowledge – and that all
your life long.”
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The following quotations refer to the “urgency of reaching” other countries and
continents:
“Review the individual nations, countries, and languages of the globe and see how
much there is to do for the honor of God and the salvation of people!”(SD I 63)
“And even if you have to circle the globe fifty times over, carry out your undertaking with all
your strength!” (SD I, 154a, 3)
“Fly like an eagle around the globe and proclaim the Word of God!”(SD I 182, 4)
“Look, the whole world is found in evil, and what are you doing?”(SD I 192, 5)
Fast communication is surely one of the good aspects of today’s globalization,
because in the case of emergency, immediate help can be granted. We have an incredible
number of extraordinary possibilities at our disposal to spread the Good News, but only, if
these means are used responsibly! Consequently, Fr. Jordan would have opposed the
negative aspects of globalization, such as: superficiality and individualism; wars and conflicts,
often initiated and guided from outside; diffusion of negative news through the press and TV;
senseless computer-plays, supported by a million $ business; the exaggerated use of cellphones (even by children); the painful electronic supervision of citizens; the exploitation of
nature and pollution …. etc.:
“Oh, what unutterable evils are routine and the thoughtlessness of men !” (SD 36)
“Oh, the ignorance of people concerning divine things!”(SD I 170, 3)
“The whole land is made desolate, but no man lays it to heart.” (SD 36)
Fr. Jordan had such a comprehensive vision of his own mission, that we may easily
imagine him now… how he arrives at the airport and waits impatiently for his departure to
other continents;...how he writes a speech on his PC; ... how he uses his cell-phone to
announce his arrival; ... how he adds a notice to the website of the Society/Congregation of
the Divine Savior; ... how he gets information through the Internet on the most recent events....,
warning us, however, not to exaggerate in any way:
“A man who directs his steps only according to the calculations of human wisdom will
never be able to build on the extraordinary help of heaven; he will never accomplish great
things!” (SD I 200, 1).
We have seen that today’s globalized reality offers the means to realize F. Jordan’s
dream to intervene there, where the cry of the poor and excluded can be heard. Therefore let
us reply to the following reflection question:
1)

What kind of recommendation would Jordan give us today for the correct use of
technology?

III. EDUCATION AND INSTRUCTION YESTERDAY AND TODAY
Education/instruction of the youth, an argument so dear to our Founders, F. Jordan
and Mother Mary of the Apostles, and also in the above Encyclicals, could alone be the theme
of an extensive article. WE are to be an example for today’s youth, so that they, too, may leave
true values to the next generation. The following are some answers given by the Founders:
In April 1877 Mother Mary founded a Girls’ Sunday School for needlework &
housekeeping. Thus she offered an opportunity to the young female industrial workers to pass
Sunday afternoons well protected and in good company. In May 1878 this school was open
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five afternoons per week, while in March 1886, free lessons were given to those children, who
were members of the “Angel Sodality”. (Short Biography)

“For the education and the instruction of the youth secondary and private secondary
schools are also very important”. (SD II 24, 5). “Teach the children in such a way, with all
morally allowed means of instruction that they never fall into wrongdoing out of ignorance”.
(SD I 213, 2). “Press on with indefatigable strength and vigor, so that the youth of every nation
possible receive a good Christian upbringing”. (SD I 58,1). “Oh, how many children become a
prey of ignorance …” (SD I 58,3). “The little children have asked for bread, and there was no
one who would break it for them”. (SD I 176 II).
It is quite interesting to learn from Mother Mary’s report (of 1892) to F. Jordan, about
the period she spent in Liège around 1869, where she already takes up the urgent problem of
a lack of formation and of child labor,also stressed by Pope Leo XIII in “Rerum Novarum”
(1891): “…I gave special classes to the Germans on Sundays (I think they no longer do this).
Oh, that is a needed work. Many thousands of poor Germans moved to Liège, where there is
no obligatory schooling, in order to send their children to work in the coal mines. In these
conditions, without religion, they are ruined spiritually and physically.” (Please read the Short
Biography, page 23).
In order to better face today’s globalized world, we should remember that the
Salvatorian Charism has been quite clearly explained by the Charter of the Salvatorian Family.
Consequently we have a valid instrument at our disposal, which may be added TODAY to the
example, given us by Fr. Jordan and Mother Mary YESTERDAY.
However, we have to ACT and not to SPEAK only!
In conclusion, three last Reflection Questions:
1)

In my opinion, which are the antidotes against growing individualism?

2)

How can or might I develop more respect for life and nature?

3)

How should the education of youth be handled today, so that they can or will
develop values, which can be transmitted to others later?
Mrs. Sylvie Brunzel Lauri, sds
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Individualism:
"A Challenge for Humanity"

1. Definition of terms
The title of this article could cause acertain confusion, because it leads one to believe
that individualism is something negative, which should absolutely be eradicated. In order to
avoid any misinterpretation, we chose to define the concept of individualism, following Robert
Quotidien and other thinkers, as: «a political, social and ethical concept, which tends to favor
the rights, interests and values of an individual compared to those of a group. It stresses
individual autonomy versus different social and political institutions (such as family, clan,
corporation, caste...), which impose certain rules on him/her. Thus individualism confronts the
obligations of a group with those of an individual. Therefore, we should not confuse
individualism with egoism. An egoist considers his/her personal interests exclusively, while
the individualist considers those of individuals, and not only his/her own interests. For
example, belonging to an organization is not incompatible with the principle of individualism.
Individualism is the opposite of collectivism, communism, conformism, and totalitarianism».
[1]
As you may observe, individualism is not a negative attitude on the whole. What we
are deploring is a form of absolute and violent individualism, which enables everyone to take
decisions – even without having the necessary competence. [2] On the basis of the
conclusions of Pope Benedict XVI, this type of individualism can be described as follows:
«During the financial crises of the last twelve months, the whole world could observe the
consequences of an exaggerated individualism, tending to favour the obstinate research of
personal advantage». [3] This type of radical individualism often leads to aggressive
secularism, to a sort of extreme relativism and to the negation of our belief in God. The human
person - convinced of being the center of the universe and the measure of everything - refuses
any transcendence, even his/her belief in God as transcendent Creator. In our post-modern
society, money, power and sex have been transformed into gods replacing our JudaistChristian God. People want to live without any law, any reference to values or any absolute
authority. They refuse the truth as universal value. [4] The new world ethics [5] is the
established as the rule of life, while religion belongs to the private sphere. Furthermore it is no
longer permitted to talk about faith in public. Christians or believers seem to be secondary
citizens. People, accustomed to frequenting places of worship, are considered as strange and
conservative beings. This creates a certain amount of intolerance for Christians.

2. The Concern of Jordan versus Individualism
Today’s society is not so different from that of our Rev. Father’s times, which was also
characterized by an ignorance of faith and a struggle against Christianity. [6] Fr. Peter Van
Meijl found the right definition to express this: « There was bad weather in the German Church,
and it was raining heavily because of the “Kulturkampf”, liberalism and secularization, when
young John-Baptist Jordan appeared on the horizon as a prophet of a new dawn». [7] The
disastrous situation of a lack of faith in the society caused him so much concern, that it
influenced the leitmotiv of his future foundation: « … to popularize the theological truths and
so making them accessible to the people ». [8] In order to realize this aim and make it bear
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fruit, our Founder opted to work intensely with youth and with children, because they are the
future of our world. He wrote: « Press on with indefatigable strength and vigor, so that the
youth of every nation possible receive a good Christian upbringing, even if you must pour out
the last drop of your blood for it for the honor of God ». [9] He continued: «God will support
you, also if your undertaking seems impossible. Oh, how many children become a prey of
ignorance and become devoured as if it were by the hellish spirits, destroyed like blossoms
during a frosty night in May». [10] And he concludes: «When you have the possibility, draw up
a book of meditations for children up to about 14 years old, in as attractive and beautiful a
form as possible; include in it a most urgent warning about sin. Introduce the book with a short
introduction on meditation». [11] Pope Benedict XVI gave a similar message to the youth
during his recent pastoral visit to England: «Each day you are exposed to many temptations,
such as drugs, money, sex, pornography, alcohol, from which the world pretends that they
procure happiness. All these things, however, are ruining and dividing people. There is only
one everlasting thing: the love of Jesus Christ for every-one of you personally. Look for Him,
try to know and love Him. He will set you free from the slavery of an attractive, but superficial
existence, often proposed by our today’s society. Abandon what is worthless and try to know
your dignity as children of God». [12] Thus the Pope recommended to the youth to «lead a life
worthy of God and exclusively based on Him».
All these quotations are sufficiently indicating Father Jordan’s feelings before the
ignorance of faith. For this reason, in his Spiritual Diary he repeats even twice the famous
comment of the Curé of Ars: « I often think that most persons who are lost are lost because
of a lack of instruction». [13] And the imminent exegete, Pierre Grelot, confirmed: «…that
certain scientists devoured by technique, may be considered under-developed – on the ethical
and spiritual level». [14] This is the reason for the urgency of religious instruction! Preoccupied
by this challenge, our Founder wrote: « Instruction - instruction, do what you have in mind, do
it, if it is God’s will» [15], asking to « put forth every effort to promote the knowledge of truth.
Consider these words: to enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death »
[16], because « This is Eternal Life, that they know You, the only true God, and Whom You
have sent, Jesus Christ ». [17]
3. Fr. Jordan’s Response to Individualism
We noted in our introduction that violent individualism is in contrast to conformism,
totalitarianism, collectivism and communism. Communism is characterized by a totalitarian
regime, such as practiced by the former Soviet Union twenty years ago and today in the
Popular Republic of China, in North Korea and Cuba. This sort of regime is fairly different from
the Communism of the first Christians, described by the Founder: « In our Society, it is
necessary that there be lived a true Communism and Socialism as practiced by the first
Christians, so that we overcome pseudo-Socialism, founded by the devil, which overthrows
thrones and classes». [18] In Exhortations and Admonitions he expresses this as follows:
« Ecce quam bonum et quam jucundum habitare fratres in unum. How good, how delightful it
is to live as brothers all together (Ps. 132, 1). It is certainly beautiful and uplifting when brothers
dwell together in unity, when all, united with each other and united with God, strive after one
of the noblest of all goals, namely, to lead mankind, to lead men and women, to their highest
happiness, to everlasting bliss.». This means: « If all brothers are physically and spiritually
supporting each other, uniting their efforts to strive to sanctify themselves and to sanctify
others – what a joy is it! What happiness! What a splendid relationship! A paradise on earth! »
[19]
The Communism of Jordan, or better “Christian Communism”, is characterized by
fraternal love, which comes from God and makes it universal for the unique scope of gaining
Eternal Life. And it is this love, which should prevail in the Salvatorian Family. For the most
part it is fraternal love that brings well-being to the community and helps it to develop. Yes,
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this depends on our gratuitous love for each other. ”Therefore have charity! And have this
charity!” wrote the Founder once in order to exhort his sons and daughters to brotherly love:
“…despite human frailty; despite faults of character; despite disagreeable temperaments;
despite the want of tact; despite moral failings. Everyone has his faults, more or less. Love
everyone. No one should be excluded! Therefore, love one another! May charity reign in our
midst ever more and more.» [20]
In fact, Fr. Jordan’s vision, which is a contrast to individualism, transforms him into a
visionary and prophet. For him a human being cannot live without a vision and a reference to
the universal values. A truly free person finds his/her liberty in God, because He is the « Truth
that will set you free » (John 8, 32). The Truth is God’s reality, because it means the fullness
of true life, to which He may associate humankind, created by Him. This Truth is manifested
and communicated by Jesus. From then onward, our faith in Him is also the knowledge and
acceptation of the Truth. Thus, the vision of Fr. Jordan about humankind comes from the
knowledge of God and of His Natural Law. This we learn from the Book of Proverbs 29, 18:
«Without prophecy, the people become demoralized; but happy is he who keeps the la.».
Peter van Meijl tells us that the vision is like a law to be put into practice». We inherited the
following vision from our Founder: « Eternal life is this… ». John 17, 3). And Peter Van Meijl
is right when he brilliantly affirms: «There is no organization without a vision. The vision
remains the base and the motor of renewal and adaptation. Thus, without a vision, we are just
officers of the religious system …». [21] In our opinion, it is urgent for us to learn and then
teach the world to live following the values of Eternal Life, which are the love of God and our
neighbor.
Conclusion
The aim of any Christian existence is Eternal Life, lived with hope already on earth. Let
us confirm that Christian hope [22] is not an individual but a communitarian one. Paradoxically
it depends on a person’s conversion in order to change the world of humankind and not to
prepare the utopian «paradise on earth», but «… new heavens and a new earth, where,
according to His promise, the justice of God will reside » (2 Peter 3: 13). Therefore, absolute
individualism remains a challenge for humankind, because it places religion in the private
sphere and discourages any initiative which creates enough space for the belief in God.
Consequently, in our modern society there is a deep ignorance of all divine things. We are
fortunate that the Church is an expert in humanism and has the mission of instructing, forming
and educating Christians in view of the danger which transmits a sort of totalitarian
individualism. As Salvatorians, we are invited to support the Holy Father Benedict XVI and win
the somewhat noble battle against total individualism. To begin with, our first challenge would
be to renew the culture of living within the Christian communities themselves.
Therefore, reminding the Salvatorian Family that we should be a community of prayer
as well as a place of human formation and communion, our Founder exhorts his members to
be faithful to their baptismal vocation, which enables them to give a true Christian witness.
The more we try to be witnesses of Christ, the more efficacious our action will be. The
following would be the desire of our Founder for his spiritual sons and daughters: to overcome
the temptation of particularism and individualism, because – as a prophet of his times – he
invites us to “avoid false ideas”. Our Founder does not refer to bad ideas as such, but to the
“liberal ideas, which slowly take possession”…even of the Salvatorian Family. He concludes
as follows: « If you are grounded in God, if you are separated from the world, you will not fall
headlong so long as God does not fall. However, if you are infected with the spirit of
worldliness, then you will plunge headlong with the world». [23]
Fr. Marcel Mukadi, sds
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S. Sylvie Thumba, sds
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Migration and Dialogue
The expression Migration describes the process of people crossing borders and
frontiers, in order to live (forever or temporarily) in a foreign country. Migration is a dynamic
process, tightly connected with various other general and political themes, such as
demographic development, collaboration for development, the labor market and distribution
problems. Not only the migrants – men and women – “are moving”, but the expression itself
is also continuously changing. During the past decades, the importance of international
migration as well as the boat-refugees on the coasts of Southern Europe increased
considerably. Also a sort of elitist migration of well-trained, highly qualified professional
experts (for example from India) changed the public opinion on migration.
The “people with a migration background” refers to all persons whose parents were
born in foreign countries, independent of their original citizenship.1

A Complex International Problem

Today more than ever, the phenomenon of migration with its complex problems is
calling for the collaboration among the international community and of each individual
nation. Principally, the latter tend to interfere – through restrictive immigration laws and by
intensifying the national border control systems. Thus migration loses the dimension of
economic, social and cultural development, which it historically possessed. In fact, we speak
less about the situation of “emigrants” from their home countries, but more about
“immigrants” and the problems they cause in those nations where they decide to reside.
More and more, migration is taking on the characteristics of a social emergency, especially
because of the steadily growing number of illegal migrants — a growth destined to further
increase, despite the current legal restrictions. Uncontrolled migration always existed and
was often tolerated, because it creates a manpower reserve to be used, when the legal
migrants progressively reach a higher social level and are recognized by the labor market.

Today the number of illegal migrants has increased considerably: on one hand,
because the offer of foreign labor is overwhelming compared to the requirements of the
market, which is even unable to absorb national labor; on the other hand forced migration is
growing for political reasons, such as armed conflicts or imminent famine. However, the

1 See www.zukunfteuropa.at/site/7216
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illegal status of migrants does not justify any neglect of their human dignity, which gives them
inalienable rights, which can be neither violated nor disregarded.

In order to help these people, it is especially important to listen to them, in order to
know their situation and to give them the necessary support to survive – independently from
their legal position vis-à-vis the state. Furthermore illegal migrants should be assisted in
undertaking the necessary steps to obtain a resident permit from the competent authorities.
Socially useful and charitable Institutions may contact the authorities and - respecting the
legal norms - search for adequate solutions for the different situation of each immigrant. The
restrictive Laws ruling the asylum rights are considerably weighing on these efforts. The
nations of the North Atlantic area are continuing to close their frontiers. The social attitude
of the receiving country plays an important role in the solution of migration problems in
general, and those of illegal migrants in particular. In this sense it remains very important that
public opinion is well informed on the real situation of the migrants’ home countries, on the
tragedies in which they are involved and on the risks they run if they return home.2

Migration and Integration3

Migration and Integration are not new arguments. From its very beginning, human
history was one of migration, and the evaluation of such phenomenon depends on the
economic and social conditions and interests, which undergo continuous change. After a
moment of opening, the migration policy of the North Atlantic States is more and more
characterized by refusal and restrictions, due to the danger of international terror and the
concern about additional unemployment according to the market trend. At the same time,
interest in the issue of integration has grown. Meanwhile, on both the economic and social
levels, integration is considered one of our future key tasks.

Migration und Integration are also original themes in the Church. Solidarity with
foreigners and the encounter with other cultures are key elements of Christian identity. The
biblical mandate to offer protection, hospitality and solidarity to all foreigners is an example
and model. From this point of view, all persons are appreciated for their diversity and variety
2 See www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/messages/migration/documents
3 See Perspektiven des Deutschen Caritasverbandes zur Migrations- und Integrationspolitik
2008.
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– irrespective of their social and financial condition, sex, age, handicap, origin, language or
religion. The involvement of ecclesial groups is due to their conviction that human dignity is
inviolable. Following the Christian understanding, this dignity is based on the similarity of the
person with the image of God. The Christian interpretation of integration is determined and
supported by this basic conviction. The awareness of the equality of human beings is
accentuating our sensitivity to the destiny of migratory persons, irrespective of their religious
or national belonging or their legal condition. Integration does not mean to integrate or make
people adapt to something static or already existing, but to grant them participation in the
organization of our society. The persons themselves are the main actors in this process.
Manifold private initiatives, organizations and governmental institutions are increasingly
promoting this.

Integration processes can be found in different spheres of life and depend on the
social conditions as well as on the predominant model of acting and thinking. All this demands
different efforts from the people involved. For some – with or without a migration
background – this may require adapting opinions and attitudes to the changed general
conditions. It means Institutions need to open up and to remove obstacles.

The values of the liberal principles of democracy, as laid down in Constitutional Law,
form the frame for the co-existence of people with and without a migration background.
These values are the basis of the cultural variety and development of a common identity. An
unalienable basis for integration processes is tolerance and respect for what is different and
new. Vital and important characteristics of successful integration are mutual appreciation and
participation, as well as equal rights and chances/opportunities.

Appreciate people and respect their rights
The human rights in their universal validity demand priority – also before the official
national “legislation for foreigners”. Human rights are the base and the measure for the
migration and integration policy and its lawful design. The North Atlantic area is characterized
by the legalization of all spheres of life. Also migration and integration are taking place in a
strongly diversified legal framework. In many nations, the right of migration and residence
are always co-determining in the case of permissiveness, the exercise of a profession or the
organization to the foreigners’ family lives. The Law makes a difference between national
citizens and foreigners – not only in the legislation for foreigners, but also as far as the access
to other rights - and thus to chances/ opportunities - is concerned. There are different Rules
for the access to the labor market or to social rights, such as formation promotion. Actually
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some ecclesial groups are opposing such an inequality and are asking the State for more
justice. It is not sufficient that people with a migration background are requested to observe
the governmental justice and value system. Legislation should promote integration in such a
way that people with a migration background should not just become objects of Rules and
Orders, but subjects with proper rights, through which they are able to organize their lives
individually and independently.

Globalization and Migration
In front of today’s heavy migration phenomenon, measures pertaining to the
migration policy but limited merely to the national level, would become nearly useless. No
country will be able to solve migration problems alone. Purely restrictive measures would
prove even less effective, because they would produce many more negative results.

Reasonably speaking, international migration also forms an important structural
element of the social, economic and political reality of our world today. The great number of
migrants requires a much tighter collaboration among the countries of origin and reception.
Such collaboration should exceed the Norms and Regulations and be able to harmonize
different types of legislation, thus preserving the demands and rights of the migrants and
their families and also those of the receiving societies involved.

At the same time, migration is touching a new ethical question, that of a new
international system of a fairer distribution of the goods of the earth. This would contribute
considerably to a reduction of, and would limit, the migration of groups of people in distress.
For this reason an efficient action should be undertaken to organize educational and pastoral
systems for building awareness of the global community, being a family of peoples, entitled
to the products of our earth as a universal common good.4

The Salvatorian Family as “Universal Community”
One of the predominant characteristics of the personality and the work of Father
Jordan is doubtlessly his universal character. In a predominantly charismatic and prophetic
4 Cfr. Instruction “Erga migrantes caritas Christi” from the Papal Council for Migrants and
Moving People.
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vision, he answers the call of his times with the foundation of an open, universal Society. Thus,
his way of thinking considerably differs from that of the church leaders of his time.

Fr. Jordan founded an open and universal Society in view of its goals. The ultimate
scope of his Society is much broader than that of the institutional Church. Together with the
whole universe, the Society was to announce the glory and miracles of God.5 The direct aim
of his Society is practically identical with the teaching and evangelizing mission of the Church.
This widespread universal mission refers to nations and people as well as to the means and
instruments to be used.6

As an international community, we could profit from the various experiences in
different parts of the world in order to enrich and better achieve our mission. Because of the
improved communication systems, sharing among the Salvatorian Family is becoming more
frequent.

The above-mentioned challenges of migration, especially, are inviting the
international community to joint action. As the phenomenon of migration is worldwide, the
problems connected with it cannot be solved on the national level. I see an important
Salvatorian contribution to the migration problem in our involvement in intercultural and
inter-religious dialogue. As we received universality as a Salvatorian heritage “right from the
foundation”, today it is giving birth to a new range of activities for us.

Inter-religious Learning and Christian Identity
Cultural identity is always connected with dialogue, i.e. cultural identity can be
achieved through determined processes. Religious identity, just like cultural identity, can only
appear, if it completely submits to “the other”. This means that – if we try to find our own
religious identity in a secular or post-secular epoch - we have to face or approach, in dialogue,
“the other” who has another religious belief. At this point a true inter-religious
learning/experience begins without the protection of legally stipulated religious truths. On
5 „Societas apostolica“, DSS II, S. 13; “Provisional Constitutions”, DSS II, p. 69 and
following.
6 Boesing, Arno: On our way to and international Society; „Salvatorians in History and
Present“ p. 406
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one hand, without existential encounters, our own cultural and religious identity becomes
stiff and thus vulnerable and poor. However, on the other hand, such encounters make us
defenseless and expose us at least to the potential loss of identity and to the risk of undesired
changes. As individuals we are members of already existing societies. Thus, our identity has
a subjective and a collective dimension at the same time. And if identity is not to be destroyed
through our escape into an artificial collectivism or into an isolating subjectivism, we have to
learn how to consider ourselves as members of intercultural and inter-religious communities.
In this sense, inter-religious learning is a challenge to be faced by churches and communities.

From the merely Christian and theological point of view, religious identity lies in the
inter-religious encounter with our Creator’s love, which is ever and ever again incarnated in
all His creatures. The image of this kind of love is the love of persons for each other; and it is
only through this love that God’s love can be experienced. This is exactly the moment when
human-Christian identity begins and faces the continuous doubts and concerns that appear
during the encounter with “the other one”. But it is also the moment when the risks and the
miracle of diving into the “unknown” are surfacing and are continuing to enrich us personally.

In our globalized world, and to support theological necessity and the importance of
inter-religious dialogue and inter-religious learning - when we encounter someone or
something “foreign” in our doorway, when we are concerned about building mosques or
observe a female employee wearing a scarf 7 - then, it becomes obvious that inter-religious
learning is a necessary prerequisite in our schools for the future intercultural and democratic
societies.8

Inter-religious learning is the creative elaboration of experiences with other religions.
It begins with the attentive perception and the impulsive questioning, through which any
gained experience is elaborated and conscientiously integrated.9 In addition to all the models
which will be invented in the future, the goals of inter-religious learning are: respect for
members of other religions, tolerance and understanding of their beliefs as an important
7 Valid for Europe – I do not know if this phenomenon exists also in other parts of the world,
too.
8 Cfr. Fritsch-Oppermann, Sybille: Globalisation as condition for inter-religious learning –
Handbook for inter-religious learning, Gütersloh 2005. pages 18 - 26
9 Leimgruber, Stephan: Inter-religious Learnin, page 22.
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element, and the often unconscious comparison/relationship with our own, but differently
practiced religion. Therefore, it is highly important to understand and appreciate other
religions to discover their particularities, as well as to find out parallels and similarities.

An inter-religious dialogue does not imply conversion, enticement or unity at a
reduced common level, but it mainly aims at living together in a pluralistic society and defining
a common base - from the religious point of view.

For people with a migration background, practicing their “own” religion and being
appreciated is an important support for their identity in view of the various challenges which
they face in a foreign country.

I am convinced that – if Fr. Jordan lived today – we would find in our Rules and his
writings an exhaustive part about the importance of dialogue among people, cultures and
religions.

S. Teresa Schlackl, sds
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