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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – A, p.1 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 

Song 

 

The Readings: 

 

Reader One: “I have come to light a fire on the 

earth. How I wish the blaze was ignited.” (Luke 

12:49) . . .”Everyone will be salted with fire” 

(Mark 9:49) . . . “Suddenly from up in the sky 

there came a noise like a strong driving wind 

which was heard all through the house where 

they were gathered. Tongues as of fire 

appeared, which parted and came to rest on 

each of them.  All were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:2-4) 
 

(Silence during which the first candle is lit.) 
 

Reader Two: “As long as there is one person on earth who does not know God and does 

not love Him above all things, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest . . . As long 

as God is not everywhere glorified, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest . . . As 

long as the Queen of Heaven and Earth is not everywhere praised you dare not allow 

yourself a moment’s rest.” (SD, II/1) 
 

(Silence during which the second candle is lit.) 

 

Reader Three: “Oh how great was the fervor of all religious in the beginning of their 

holy institute! . . . Oh how great was their devotion to prayer! . . . How great their zeal 

for virtue! How fervent the discipline that was observed.” (SD, I/157†) 
 

(Silence during which the third candle is lit.) 
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Reflection: 

 Please take a few moments to quietly think of someone you know who is “on fire” with 

zeal. How would you describe this person?  What does “zeal” look like in this person?  

 Write this person’s name and a couple of the qualities of this person on a post-it note. 

 Share your post-it note with the person next to you. 

 When finished sharing, place your post-it note on the wall. This will be your “companion 

in the spirit” throughout the rest of the day.  As you place your note on the wall, pause 

to silently pray for this person and for the success of the day. 

 

Closing Prayer:  

“Oh loving God, we ask you for the blessing of apostolic zeal as we come together this 

day to pray and consider what gives us fire for our lives of service. Like Father Jordan, 

may we burn with passion for all people to come to know and love you the one true 

God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. Keep alive the flame that compels us to build 

your Kingdom here on earth, as Jesus our Divine Savior has commanded us.  We ask 

this through Christ our Lord – Amen. 

 

Song 
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Session I 
“THE FLAME OF TRUST AND HOPE” 

 
Slowly and prayerfully read from Father Jordan’s Spiritual Diary these quotes: 
 
READ SD, I/94 -------- “Apply yourself with all diligence … no effort at all.” 

 SD, II/21-------- “Through the merits … My God and my All!”  

 SD, III/25 ------- “Entrust your concerns … how much you can achieve.” 

 SD, IV/35-36 -- “The fire … done absolutely nothing.”  
 
After spending time with these readings, work with any or all of the following: 
 
 THE SITUATION Call to mind a situation or event that led me to really place my trust and 

hope in God.  
 
MY RESPONSE How did a sense of trust help me to respond to this situation? How did I 

respond? 
 
REFLECT What gift(s) have I been given to use to help another person or deal with a 

difficult situation? When have I had to trust in another person to help me 
with a situation in my life? 

 
 SHARE Your experience with one or two others in the group. 
 
 

Pray in thanksgiving 
for the gifts you have 
received. 
“. . . each has a 
particular gift from 
God, one having one 
kind and another a 
different kind. 
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Session II 
“THE FLAME OF LOVE OF GOD AND THE CHURCH  

AS THE FOUNDATION FOR MISSION” 
 
Please open Praying With Father Jordan to page 38, #2, for the following activities: 
 
Prayerfully read from the Spiritual Diary these quotes indicated 
 
READ SD, I/70 -------- “Love the holy … for this dear mother.” 

 SD, I/120 ------- “You will merit … will be very great.” 

 SD, I/137 ------- “Let your zeal … constancy and justice.” 

 SD, III/20 ------- “Oh Lord … crucified Son hear me!” 
 
REFLECT (See PFJ) Quietly reflect, and use the space below to write your thoughts, if you 

wish. 
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Session II – “A WALK WITH JESUS”     
 
Start this spiritual exercise by setting out on a walk.  And then, pause along the way 3 different times to respond to the following: 
 

First Pause: Jesus asks: “Do you love me?”    

 
 Second Pause: Jesus asks: “Why do you love me?” 

 
 Third Pause: Jesus asks: “How have you shown or how will you show your love for me?” 
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Session III 
“THE FLAME OF PRAYER” 

 
Please open Praying With Father Jordan to page 39, #3, for the following activities: 
 
In a small group, participants prayerfully read and reflect on the following quotes from the 
Spiritual Diary: 
 
READ SD, I/38 -------- “As soon … outcome you need” 

 SD, I/85 -------- “Pray much … cold time.”  

 SD, II/86-87 --- “Oh really pray … great grace for you.”  

 SD, IV/33------- “Pray … Pray.” 
 
One person now reads the following passage from Ephesians 
6:18-20: 
 
“With all prayer and supplication, pray at every opportunity in the Spirit. To that end, be 
watchful with all perseverance and supplication for all the holy ones and also for me, that 
speech may be given to me to open my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
Gospel . . . so that I may have the courage to speak.” 
 
REFLECT (See PFJ) 
 
SHARE With the small group 
 
Back in the large group: Open sharing about what you have heard about prayer and how it 
relates to mission and service. 
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Closing Ritual 
“CELEBRATING THE JOY AND FRUITFULNESS OF APOSTOLIC WORKS” 

 
Song 
 
Readings: 

1. Reader One: “I remind you to stir into flame 
the gift of God . . . For God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather of power and 
love and self-donation.”  (2 Timothy 1:6-7) 

2. Reader Two: “As long as there is one person 
on earth who does not know God and does 
not love Him above all things, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest . . . As long 
as God is not everywhere glorified, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest . . . As 
long as the Queen of Heaven and Earth is not everywhere praised you dare not allow 
yourself a moment’s rest.” (SD, II/1) 

3. Reader Three: “Let each of us use every opportunity to spread fire – apostolic fire – for 
the one who is on fire enkindles fire everywhere . . .  Be zealous!  . . . You would see fire 
enkindled in us and in others.” (Chapter Talk, 1894/05/11) 

4. Reader Four: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
Reflection 
 
Take a few moments of silence to reflect on the gifts that 
give you joy and satisfaction. 
 
On the tombstone write your name and one of  
these gifts for which you would like to be remembered. 
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Facilitator: “Father Jordan found joy, encouragement and rejuvenation in his vision and in the 
fruitfulness of apostolic works.”  

 Share out loud the gift that gives you joy and satisfaction when you use it for another 
person. 

 After you have named your gift, go up to the facilitator who will hand you one of the 
unlit candles saying: “Stir into flame the gift that God has given you.”  

 Go and light your candle from one of the three lit candles on the table and return to 
your seat but remain standing. 

 

All:  Lord, help us to recognize anew that all that we are and do is by the 
amazing grace of God. Create a space in our hearts for the fire of apostolic 
zeal for your mission. Nurture this fire with the flames of trust and hope, 
love and prayer, wisdom and joy so that we may go forth to proclaim the 
goodness and kindness of our Divine Savior. 

 May you be praised now and forever. Amen!   
 

Song 

 
 
The day closes with a sharing of the sign of peace. 
 
 


