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Retreat Overview 
(Suggested timeline for a one-day retreat. Adapt as necessary.) 

 
 General Supplies—Invite participants to bring their own Bible, Spiritual Diary, 

and a personal journal if they have one 

 Bible for each participant; preferably participants bring their own 

 Spiritual Diary (NELE) – Each Salvatorian should have one 

 Copies of Participant Materials and songs (hymnals, song sheets, etc.) 

 Personal journals of participants (if they have one) 

 Pens or pencils for participants 

 Extra paper and surfaces for writing (tables, clipboards, etc.) 

 Environment (candles, images, etc.) – Facilitator’s discretion 
 
5-10 min Introductions (Icebreaker, especially when people do not know one another) 
 
30-45 min Opening Prayer 

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – A  

 (Optional) Music for the refrain, if sung 
 
 Introductory Comments by facilitator 
 
1-1.5 hrs Session I – “Our Experience of the Word of God”   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – B  

 
30-45 min Session II – “Book I: Praying the Word with Father Jordan”   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – C  

 
30-45 min Session III – “Book II: Father Jordan, Grounded in the Word”   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – D  

 
1-1.5 hrs Session IV – “Book III: Exploring the Word With Father Jordan”   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – E  

 
45-60 min Session V – “Book IV: Endings”   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – F  

 
20 min Closing Prayer   

 Handout: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – G  

 Bookmarks: PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – H  Prepare enough bookmarks for 

the participants before the retreat 
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Introductions 
 
Greet, welcome people.  Have them introduce themselves.  Familiarize them with facility. Pass 
out participant sheet for prayer.  

 

 
Opening Prayer 

PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – A  

 
 

 Get three volunteers to do the readings. 

 Recited before and after each reading: 
“Here I am. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening!”  (1 Samuel 3:4, 10) 

 
Song (choose one song for the end the prayer): 
 “Speak, Lord” (Uszler) 
 “Your Words Are Spirit and Life” (Bernadette Farrell) 
 “Sacred Silence” (Tom Booth, Jenny Pixler and Anthony Kuner) 

 

 
Introductory Comments 

 
Read to group: 

 You may be familiar with the four Salvatorian foundational readings found in the Bible:   
Mt. 28:19-20, Jn. 17:3, Mk. 16:15, and Daniel 12:3. These are found often in the early 
documents and the Spiritual Diary. So we won’t be working much with those here. 

 At various junctures and times of decision, Father Jordan leaned heavily on certain 
verses of Scripture, which appear repeatedly in certain sections of the Spiritual Diary, 
woven between his often fragmented thoughts. These Biblical quotes are usually 
printed in italics in the New English Language Edition (NELE) of the Spiritual Diary. 

 Our purpose today is to explore and pray other Words of God that were Father Jordan’s 
verbal mentors in the Spiritual Diary, a sustaining sacred presence in his life.  We won’t 
look in the Bible or our constitutions for these, but explore them in the Spiritual Diary.   

 As you become better acquainted with these frequently quoted Biblical passages, you 
may take on the spiritual heart of Father Jordan, always restless, never satisfied, ever 
seeking his single center in the divine.  
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Session I – “Our Experience of the Word of God” 
PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – B  

 
Directions to group: 

 Ponder the 5 questions on the participant handout alone for 20 minutes (length 
flexible). Write notes on it. 

 Form groups of 4 and discuss insights for 25 minutes. Be sure you all have a chance to 
share.  Each group will raise one insight to large group later. 

 Large group forum: I will invite one idea from each group. 

 

 
Session II –  “Book I: Praying the Word with Father Jordan”  

PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – C  

 
Facilitator instructions to the group:  

 On your handout are 6 Scripture verses that appear in the Spiritual Diary frequently 
during his years as a student, newly ordained priest, and new founder. Included during 
these years are his experience of a retreat in the Holy Land, Frances Streitel’s entrance 
and exit from his life, and a relationship with Mother Mary. 

 Form new groups of 3.  Take turns reading the indicated verses to the small group. 
Pause meditatively between each, asking what it tells you about Father Jordan.  

 Then each of you will choose one of the quotes that speaks to you today and pray with 
it for 15 minutes.  

 Then return to your group and share what you wish.  
 
Facilitator will lead wrap-up. 

 

 
Session III – “Book II: Father Jordan, Grounded in the Word” 

PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – D  

 
Facilitator:   

 On your handouts are three Scripture verses from the Spiritual Diary during these years 
in Father Jordan’s life.   

 Each of you is asked to choose one and pray over it for 15 minutes. What is the 
connection between the quote and Father Jordan’s life at that time, or your life now? 

 After that, come together, forming a new group of four. 

 When we re-assemble, you will be invited to share any insights. (15 minutes) 
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Session IV – “Book III: Exploring the Word with Father Jordan”   
PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – E  

 
Facilitator directives: 

 Skim SD, III, 1-37 reading all the Scripture quotes. Then find one that you think best 
represents Father Jordan. (Most Scripture verses are in italic print.)   

 Reflect 10 minutes with it by yourself. (You will have a total of 20 minutes for these two 
activities.)  

 After that, find one partner with whom you have not yet shared and do so for 10 
minutes. 

 
 

Session V – “Book IV: Endings” 
PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – F  

 
Facilitator directives: 

 Form one last new group of three. 

 This is the precious, late time in Father Jordan’s life. 

 Read the quotations from this section on your handout aloud in your group. You have 10 
minutes for this.  

 Reflect alone on:  
a.) what you learn about Father Jordan from each;  
b.)  a challenge each quote has for you.   (20 minutes, but time flexible) 

 Go back to the small group for 15 minutes of discussion. 

 
 

Closing Prayer   
PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – G  

 

Prepare enough bookmarks PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – H  before the retreat. 

 

Re-cap and sharing: 

 What insight have you received today about the place of Scripture in Father Jordan’s 
life? 

 How can you further integrate Scripture into your life? 
 
All read aloud together SD, I/68. 
 
Ritual: Facilitator gives each participant a bookmark, saying “Make the Word your life!” 


