
SD Retreats Biblical Foundations for Father Jordan . . . and Me 
 

PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – A 

Opening Prayer 
 
Refrain (1 Samuel 3:4, 10) recited by all before and after each quote below.   
Pause in between each. 

Refrain: “Here I am. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening!” 

SD, l/145: “Read Sacred Scripture often; even better, never let the sacred 
reading leave your hand… Let sleep find you holding the Bible, and the sacred 
page supporting your nodding head.”  (Father Jordan, quoting St. Jerome) 

Refrain: “Here I am. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening!” 

SD, l/187: “Whoever preaches, let it be with the words of God.” (Father Jordan, 
quoting l Peter 4:11) 

Refrain: “Here I am. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening!” 

SD, l/212: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!”  (Father Jordan, quoting  l Cor. 
9:16) 

Refrain: “Here I am. Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening!” 

 

Song 

 

 



 

 



SD Retreats Biblical Foundations for Father Jordan . . . and Me 
 

PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – B 

Our Experience of the Word of God   
 
(after facilitator’s directives): 
 

+ What is my first memory of hearing God’s Word? 

 
+ When did I begin paging through the Bible? 

 
+ What are some significant passages that have guided me through stresses 

and joys in my life? 

 
+  Which of these uses of Scripture have been most formative for me: 

__ being catechized or attending a Catholic school 

__ Bible study __ personal/group meditation 

__ homilies __ teaching religious ed or RCIA catechesis 

__ Liturgy of the Hours __ experiences as a non-Catholic Christian 

__ other:  ______________________________ 
 

+ How and when do I use Scripture now? 

 
Share in small groups. 
 
Each group share one insight with large group. 
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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – C 

Book I: Praying the Word with Father Jordan  
 
(1875-1894: oppression of the German Church. Father Jordan’s fervor to convert the world to 
Christ, humility, faith, and vision) 
 
(after facilitator’s directives): 
 

SD, l/24 ----- Sirach 2:5  “Silver and gold … furnace of humiliations.” 

 
SD, l/32 ----- Jn. 4:34  “Oh, my food … His work.” 

 
SD, l/71 ----- Gal. 6:14  “Far be it … Jesus Christ.” 

 
SD, l/83 ----- Phil. 4:13  “I can do … strengthens me.” 

 
SD, l/144 --- l Sam. 3:10  “Speak Lord … listening.” 

 
SD, l/162 --- Ps. 90:14  “Because he has … My name.” 
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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – D 

Book II: Father Jordan, Grounded in the Word   
 
(During the years between 1894 and 1909, the Salvatorians expanded, sent their first 
missionaries, received apostolic visitations from the Founder, and formed new members.   But 
the Society also had financial problems, experienced slower growth, witnessed Father Jordan’s 
illness, and endured the deaths of Mother Mary and Father Luethen.) 

 
Here are three Scripture verses from the Spiritual Diary he noted during these 
years.  Each of you is asked to choose one and pray over it for 15 minutes.  What 
connection do you see between the quote and Father Jordan’s life at that time, or 
your life now? 
 

SD, II/2 ------ Psalm 31:2  “In You … confounded forever.”          

 
SD, II/7 ------ Galatians 2:20  “It is … Christ in me.” 

 
SD, II/16 ---- Mk. 9:23  “To those … are possible.” 

 
After that, come together, forming a new group of four to share . 
 
Re-assemble after 15 minutes or so to share any insights.   
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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – E 

Book III: Exploring the Word with Father Jordan 
 
(1909-1915 : This was a time of testing and trial; leadership was transferred to Father  
Pancratius Pfeiffer. ) 
 
(after facilitator’s directives): 
 

Skim SD, III/1-37, reading the quotes from Scripture (in italics). 
 
Then find one Scripture quote that best represents your understanding of Father 
Jordan’s unique spirituality. Write the quote here: 

 
Reflect with that quote for 10 minutes by yourself.  

 
 Then share with a partner you have not yet discussed with today. 
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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – F 

Book IV: Endings 
 
(1915-1918:  These are Father Jordan’s final years. Part of the time he is in Fribourg and Tafers, 
Switzerland.  He is ill, then dies.) 
 

Reflect alone on:  

a.) what you learn about Father Jordan from each 

b.) a challenge each quote has for you 
 
SD, IV/8 ------ Is. 40:31  “Those who … never faint.” 
I learned this about Father Jordan: 

 
I am challenged by/to: 

 
SD, IV/27 --- Jn. 4:10  “If you … gift of God.” 
I learned this about Father Jordan: 

 
I am challenged to/by: 

 
SD, IV/27* -- Ps. 93:22  “The Lord … my hope.” 
I learned this about Father Jordan: 

 
I am challenged by/to: 

 
SD, IV 37 ---- Titus 3:4  “The goodness … has appeared.” 
I learned about Father Jordan: 

 
I am challenged to/by: 

 
Then follow facilitator’s directions regarding sharing.
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PARTICIPANT MATERIALS – G 

Closing Prayer  
 
Re-cap reflection and sharing:  
 

 What insight have I received today about the place of Scripture in Father 
Jordan’s life?  

 

 How can I further integrate Scripture into my life? 
 
 
 
All read together:   
 

“Finally, I will read Holy Scripture  
with greatest reverence and devotion:  
not reading hastily,  
but with a calm, attentive soul,  
especially for all the things  
that are useful to humble me.”   
Amen.   
(SD, I/68) 

 
 
 
Ritual: Participants receive a bookmark from facilitator who says: 
 
 

 
 

“Make the Word your life!” 
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